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FRONT MATTER

The USSVI Requin Base supports the National Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their
country. That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.”

TABLE OF CONTENTS MEETING INFORMATION
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the
month, normally at the Baden PA American
Legion. Quarterly meetings are held around our
membership area.

TOLLING OF THE BOATS

SUBS COMMISSIONED Our next meeting will be

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS... 14 FEB 2026 @ 1230 hours

COMMANDER’S CORNER

At Kamin Science Center

BASE LOCATION

MEETING MINUTES

American Legion Post 641
271 State St
Baden PA 15005

MONTH IN REVIEW

CHAPLAIN'S COLUMN

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP

FEATURED BOAT FROM THE EDITOR

Please send ideas for articles or copies of art-
SUB HISTORY icles, with full credit information to me for con-
sideration of submission in the SVD.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST We are a SUBMARINE group. As such, the art-

WAR PATROL! icles should be SUBMARINE or NAVY-related.

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@agmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

https://www.requinbase.org/
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OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office

Officer

Phone

National Commander

Jon Jaques

615-893-7800

jjlaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander

Timothy Carlisle

925-812-4239

Timothybwcarlisle@gmail.com

Junior Vice Commander

Thomas Williams

512-632-9439

texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary

David Farrugia

813-951-1898

DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

John Sidlovsky

757-328-9796

treasurer.ussvi.hrb@agmail.com

Past Commander

William Andrea

561-790-1287

wcandrea@bellsouth.net

Chaplain

James Sandman

615-975-4792

Jsandman85@gmail.com

Region Director NE

Jeffrey Walsh

860-449-2103

Neregiondir@yahoo.com

District Commander EN3

Thomas Denton

301-845-0049

gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office

Sharon Walsh

USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

360-337-2978

ussvi@telebyte.net

Office Officer Phone eMail
Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@amail.com
1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007 @hotmail.com

2nd Vice Commander

George Brown

724-622-5800

gandcbrown@gmail.com

Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net

Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com

Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander

Hubert C. Dietrich

412-486-2635

hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com

Newsletter Editor

Frank T. Vereb

412-328-3390

fvereb2@agmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

Eagle Scout Chair

Eric Greenwald

412-770-7329

ericigreenwald@agmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com
Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com
USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com
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TOLLING OF THE BOATS

Tolling of the Boats for January

USS Argonaut (SS-166)

Lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 officers and men off Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol. While attacking
a convoy, she torpedoed a Jap destroyer who along with 2 other destroyers depth charged her. As she tried
to surface, the destroyers sunk her by gun fire.

USS Swordfish (SS-193)
Lost on Jan 12,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol.

Probably was lost to a mine.

USS S-36 (SS-141)
Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on her 2nd war patrol. She ran hard aground on a reef and radioed
for help. The entire crew was rescued by a Dutch ship after they scuttled her.

USS S-26 (SS-131)

Lost on Jan 24,1942 with the loss of 46 officers and men in the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol. She
was rammed by the USS PC-460 and sunk within seconds. The CO, XO and one lookout on the bridge,
were the only survivors.

On Eternal Patrol
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https://oneternalpatrol.com/

-

R R R

Submarines Commissioned During the Month of January

SUBS COMMISSIONED

c_'-? Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life! g‘_——)
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Boat Commissioned| Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Adder SS-3 1/12/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
Bonita SSK-3 1/11/1952 Wikipedia NavSource
Moccasin SS-5 1/17/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
G-4 SS-26 1/22/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
H-3 SS-30 1/16/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
K-2 SS-33 1/31/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
T-1 SS-5 1/30/1920 Wikipedia NavSource
T-2 SS-60 1/7/1922 Wikipedia NavSource
R-2 SS-79 1/24/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-3 SS-107 1/30/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-11 SS-116 1/11/1923 Wikipedia NavSource
S-15 SS-120 1/15/1921 Wikipedia NavSource
S-27 SS-132 1/22/1924 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
S-41 SS-146 1/15/1924 Wikipedia NavSource
Shark SS-174 1/25/1936 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Pickerel SS-177 1/26/1937 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Pollack SS-180 1/15/1937 Wikipedia NavSource
Sculpin SS-191 1/16/1939 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Tuna SS-203 1/2/1941 Wikipedia NavSource
Greenling SS-213 1/21/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Finback SS-230 1/31/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Trigger SS-237 1/31/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Bream SS-243 1/24/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Jack SS-259 1/6/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Lapon SS-260 1/23/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Pogy SS-266 1/10/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Tinosa SS-283 1/15/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Moray SS-300 1/26/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Perch SS-313 1/7/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Capitaine SS-336 1/26/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Guitarro SS-363 1/26/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Pintado SS-387 1/1/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Pipefish SS-388 1/22/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Trumpetfish SS-425 1/29/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Argonaut SS-475 1/15/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Remora SS-487 1/3/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Barbel SS-580 1/17/1959 Wikipedia NavSource
Halibut SSGN-587 1/4/1960 Wikipedia NavSource
Gato SSN-615 1/25/1968 Wikipedia NavSource
Thomas Jefferson SSBN-618 1/4/1963 Wikipedia NavSource
George Bancroft SSBN-643 1/22/1966 Wikipedia NavSource
Pargo SSN-650 1/5/1968 Wikipedia NavSource
Sea Devil SSN-664 1/30/1969 Wikipedia NavSource
Bluefish SSN-675 1/8/1971 Wikipedia NavSource
Tunny SSN-682 1/26/1974 Wikipedia NavSource
Indianapolis SSN-697 1/5/1980 Wikipedia NavSource
Boston SSN-703 1/30/1982 Wikipedia NavSource
City of Corpus Christi SSN-705 1/8/1983 Wikipedia NavSource
Augusta SSN-710 1/19/1985 Wikipedia NavSource
Alaska SSBN-732 1/25/1986 Wikipedia NavSource
Scranton SSN-756 1/26/1991 Wikipedia NavSource
Springfield SSN-761 1/9/1993 Wikipedia NavSource
Santa Fe SSN-763 1/8/1994 Wikipedia NavSource
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BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS...

BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Ron Zahner NONE Robert Stahl YNC (SS) 1/26/19
Vincent B. Segeleon TME2(SS) 1/20/18
Edgar H. Paul IC3(SS) 1/14/18
Edward D. Cramer TM2(SS) 1/5/18
Earl E. Wood QM2(SS) 1/9/17
Thomas E. Stewart SN(SS) 112117
Robert L. Godley Jr. FTG1(SS) 1/17/13
John Good 1/13/04
MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
John Sutherin, Sr 2/3 |Linda Gaylor 2/9  Flo & Michael Hemming 2/6
Russ Osborne 2/5 |Rosemarie Riley 2/9  |Julie May & Edward May 2/13
Ronald Zahner 2/8 |Lynn Gourley 2/10 |Debra & Arthur Davis 2/14
Paul Coyle 2/10 |Rosemary McCarthy 2/12 |Yvonne & Paul McKenzie 2/15
Richard Keys 2/10 |Patricia Day 2/18 |Barbara & Andrew Sorbie 2/23
Dan Bagley 2/11  Kim Bittner 2/19 |Kathryn Dates & Albert Cialone 2/24
Carl Capito 2/13 Barbara Sorbie 2/23
Luke Walters 2/13 |Adele Wise 2/28
Stephen McKinney 2/15
James Cowher 2/18
Lawton Gaines 2/19
Kyle Glaser 2/19
George Dolgos 2/26
James Harris 2/26
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Requin Base
Commanders Column
January 2026

What a great turnout we had at this month’s meeting. We had 44 shipmates and first mates. That is
the most we have ever had a meeting. Keep up the great work. This is what our organization is all about. |
am very grateful to everyone that was able to attend.

| have been working with the Kamin Science Center on establishing the Requin Base Endowment
fund to help with the maintenance and upkeep of USS Requin SS-481. Our goal is to have everything in
order by the February meeting to begin accepting donations. For the endowment to be “Named” we need to
have a minimum level of $50,000. Huey has been working very hard at getting pledges are we are well on
our way to reaching our minimum level. Our goal is that this endowment will accept donations from and
recognize all veteran organizations and individuals. To help everyone understand the process, the February
meeting will be hosted by the Kamin Science Center at the Science Center. Please make every effort to
attend the February meeting to get this information firsthand and help us exceed our goal.

Membership has informed me that we still have a number of shipmates that have not renewed their
membership or paid for their calendar. If your membership is not renewed by January 31st National will drop
you off the rolls. We also have a number of shipmates that are life members and haven'’t paid for their
calendars. The calendars are not free to the base. This year we asked for $9.00 per calendar plus mailing.
We paid $6.00 per calendar. The cost of mailing the calendar to each shipmate was $3.00. We make a small
fundraising profit of $3.00 per calendar. The lack of payment for each calendar is a loss to the base of $9.00.
If you are dink in any way, please make sure you settle your account.

TOC 7 Steel Valley Dolphins ~ 01/2026



MEETING MINUTES

= MEETING MINUTES

Esasn =

These are the minutes as recorded at the base meeting and are not edited
or moderated by the newsletter editor. You can address any issues or
concerns in the minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2026
American Legion Post 641 Baden PA

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Mike Allen, Willard Ashmore, Eric Bookmiller, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Clair & Nancy Bouts, Don
Bright, George Brown, Dan & Kathy Busby, Joe Campisi, Larry & Patti Day, Ed Derr, Huey Dietrich, Lyle
Farmer, Rick Flaugh, Dick & Beverly Geyer, Bob & Lynn Gourley, David Halliday, Lou Hamill, John Held,
Steve Kerch, Jean Lemieux, Bill & Sandy Lindsey, Jim & Charlene List, Chuck Loskoch, Vince Metz, Bob &
Jude Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Ed Perlowitz, Chuck Shrump, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Jack Sutherin, Chad
Underkoffler, Frank Vereb, Charly Warren.

Shipmate Dick Geyer lead the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

Boats Lost:

USS ARGONAUT (SS 166)  January 10, 1943
USS SWORDFISH (SS 193) January 12, 1945
USS S 36 (SS 141) January 20, 1942
USS S 26 (SS 131) January 24, 1942

We also honor our departed shipmates of the Requin Base: Robert Stahl, Vincent Segeleon, Edgar Paul,
Edward Cramer, Earl Wood, Thomas Stewart, Robert Goodley, and John Good. Finally let us remember all
the brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually and some in
groups, but where the submarine itself was not lost.

Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Invocation.

Quote Of The Day: “Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen, others make it happen.”
—NMichael Jordan

Requin History: Launched January 1, 1945. January 6, 1946, sailed for Key West, FL., where she joined
SubRon 4. August through November of that year were spent at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
ME., being converted to a radar picket submarine. January 20, 1948, given hull classification OSSR-481 and
modified to the Migrain |l radar picket configuration. January 15, 1951, In the Mediterranean from mid-
January to mid-May 1951, Requin resumed operations off the East Coast and in the Caribbean Sea on her
return. January 1, 1953, maintained her schedule of Second and Sixth Fleet operations but at the end of the
year, put into Philadelphia PA for extensive modernization overhaul that among other things removed her
last remaining anti-aircraft cannon.

Members introduced themselves and the boats they served on.
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Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With
no objections, the minutes were approved as published.

Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits. With no
objections, the report was approved.

Other Reports:

* Binnacle List: Ron Zaner

» Eternal Patrol: None

+ Base membership stands at 204.
» Storekeeper

« Eagle Scouts

* PALicense Plates

+  Kap(SS)4Kids(SS)

* Mush Morton awards

» Charitable Foundation

» Social Events: planning for August 22, 2026 location to be determined

Upcoming Events
* Next Base meeting at Kamin Science Center on February 14™.
» March 14, Veterans Day Parade Pittsburgh PA

Old Business:
None

New Business:

In the process of setting up an endowment to support repairs and maintenance for the USS Requin. Current
donations stand at approximately $19,200. A minimum of $50,000 is needed to move the endowment to the
next level. Motions to provide coins or certificates to to those making donations were tables for further
discussion.

Report on annual Executive Board Meeting.

April Base meeting was scheduled for VFW 191in Cannonsburg, however this venue is not available.
Location is changed to Baden PA.

USS Idaho commissioning will be sometime in April/May

Base Bylaws will be emailed to all members in mid-January for member review. Please respond to that email
with any comments prior to the February Base meeting.

Good of The Order:
Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Benediction.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting: Kamin Science Center Pittsburgh PA at 1230 hours on February 14, 2026
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MONTH IN REVIEW

equin Base Executive Boar
January 3, 2026
Executive Members Present: Lee Bookwalter, Rick Flaugh, Lou Hamill, Vince Metz, Jeff Simon

eeting Minutes

Appointed Members Present: Eric Bookmiller, George Brown, Joe Campisi, Huey Dietrich, Dick Geyer, Kyle
Glaser Eric Greenwald, Dave Halliday, Bob, Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Chad Underkoffler, Frank Vereb

Topics Discussed:

1. Base Budget: As required in the Requin Base Constitution And By-Laws, the following summary of Base
assets and budget for 2026 was approved by the Executive Board. All other significant expenditures will
be brought to the membership at monthly meetings.

Asset/Fund Valuation | Activiry Budpet Tatal
General $£56.741.97 | Scholarship (Eternal Patrol) §400.00

Website Hosting 3 yr (due 2023) $535.00

Base Website Domain Name 520.00

Boat Sponsorship 30,00

LS5 Requin Memorial Service $500.00

Guest Speakers (gifts) £100.00

Holland Club {hata/pins, ete.) £156.00

Lovalty Pins $200.00

SVD & Office Expenses $4.000.00

Advertizing (Veterans Day, etc.) $1.500.00

Christmas Party $250.00 | 37.691.00
Donations 514200 | American Legion Home Association 20000

VIW Post 3945 Fish Bodeo 250.00 S450.00
Floats 16.174.91 | Float Expenses F1.000.00

Float Storage S200.00 | 2120000
Memonals 2082250 | USS Requin Endowiment F5.000.00 [ 5500000
Scholarships ~ $1,137.00 | College Scholarship 500,00 500,00
Scouts £1.720.17 | Eagle Scouts (com'patch/cerfificate) 300,00 530000
KapsdKids £3.374.601 | Kap(55d4EdiSs) 3500.00 500,00
Mush Morton 3324518
Idabuo £1.4671.05
Member Assist 32.147.51
Candy Sales £7.186.63
Investments  $47.205.62 | (mecludes $8.651.35 of Memonal Fund)
Inventory 51551213

Total | $15.641.00

1)  Meeting Locations: Unless indicated normal base meetings are on the second Saturday of the month
at American Legion Baden PA. The practice of holding one meeting per quarter at a location other than
Baden PA will continue this year. Shipmates responsible for coordinating these meetings are listed.

February 14 - meeting at Kamin Science Center (Hamill)

March 7 - meeting at Baden American Legion (Hamill)

April 11 - meeting at VFW 191 Cannonsburg PA (Bookmiller/Underkoffler)

June 13 - meeting at American Legion Post 290 in Columbiana OH (Sutherin/Warren)

August 10 - meeting at American Legion Post 820 in Monroeville PA (Pellegrino)

October 17 - meeting at Golden Coral in Hermitage PA (Derr/Cochenour)

2) arades/Memorials:

O vrecooTp

—
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March 14 - St Patrick’s Day Pittsburgh
April TBD - Commissioning of USS Idaho
May TBD - Fish Rodeo
May 24 - Memorial Service USS Requin
May 24 - Carnegie Parade
May 25 - Sewickley Parade
May 25 - Lawrenceville Parade
May 25 - Coraopolis Parade
July 4 - Canonsburg Parade
Sept 1 - Requin Birthday
Oct 10 - Columbus Day Parade
Oct TBD - Navy Ball
m. Nov 11- Veterans Day Parade
3)  Additional Activities:
a. Yearly Picnic for 2026, date and location TBD
4)  Appointed Committees:
a. Standing Committees:
1 Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) - Bob Meyer
2 Storekeeper - Nicotra
3 Chaplain - Vereb
4. Newsletter Editor - Vereb
5. COB/Historian - Meyer
6
7
8
9

—ART T SQ@ e 00T

Photographer - Flaugh

SVD Hard Copy - Metz
Holland Club Chair - Campisi
Asst. Holland Club - Geyer

10. Eagle Scout Chair - Greenwald

11. Technology - Hamill

12. Webmaster - Bookwalter

13. Awards Chairman - Dick Geyer

14. Public Affairs - Derr

15. Charitable Foundation - Halliday
16. Mush Morton - Hamill

17. Float/People Mover - Simon

18. Requin Base Scholarship - Bookmiller
19. Social Committee - Metz, Vereb

20. Master At Arms - Vacant

21. Requin Sailor Go-Between - Vacant

b. Committee reports were given.

5)  Fund Raisers: Parades, candy sales, 40-40-20 raffle, Booster Club donations, small stores sales,
challenge coin sales, calendars, etc.

6) Miscellaneous Topics:

Fund raising efforts

Endowment for retortion of USS Requin

Mush Morton Award status

Parade trailer status

Members where dues were waved or promised

Members dropped for base

Members on Eternal Patrol in 2025

Holland Club inductees

New members

Life Membership - National 93, Base 80

7) DISCUSSIOI’] of Base matters.
a. Motion to pay Base dues for Gerard Endow was approve.

)T T SQ@ M0 00T
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CHAPLAIN'S COLUMN

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

Hello, Shipmates.

In this column, | wanted to share some scripture | found about the virtue of patience. Over the Christmas
break and throughout the New Year, | was challenged in my personal life with circumstances that had me
seemingly hanging by a thread. And it was not just patience that helped me get through it - there was God.
When it felt as if things were going off the rails, no matter what | did, | searched for peace and understanding
to help push through to the other side. And | made it through, just like that. Kind of like how a kayaker
blinks his eyes after going over an unplanned waterfall and survives.

So | want to ask you to think about situations you've been in recently where your sanity (patience) was tried.
Always remember you are never alone in your kayak.

Patience is a virtue that is often discussed in the Bible. In fact, patience is one of the fruits of the Holy
Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23. The Bible teaches that patience is an important aspect of our
relationship with God and our relationships with others. One of the most well-known verses about
patience is found in James 1:3-4, which says, "For you know that when your faith is tested, your
endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be
perfect and complete, needing nothing."

The Bible also teaches us to be patient in our interactions with others. In Colossians 3:12-13, we are
encouraged to "clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience" when
dealing with others. We are reminded to be patient with those who may be difficult or challenging to love.

In His Service,
Frank T. Vereb
412-328-3390

fvereb2@agmail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at
https://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next
USSVI meeting.
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SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP

2 SAY AGAIN?

Going Active: A term used to describe a submariner that has had enough and is loudly voicing his
displeasure.

Rubber Room: The act of hanging rubber insulating blankets on all electrically conductive surfaces when
working inside a live electrical panel.

A Bone in the Wind: A bad deal that has not yet been assigned to any one shipmate yet and could totally
screw over anyone.

B UPCOMING EVENTS

Base Meeting Base Activities
Kamin Science Center * Base meeting on February 14, 2026, will be held at the Karmin
Science Center.
14 FEB 2026 @ 1230 + St Patrick's Day Parade on March 14, 2026

MEMBERSHIP

Primary: 170 Mational Life: B4 Holland Club: 100
Secondary; 13 Baze Life: 73 WL i
Associate: 1 Joined Base Last Year: i Eternal Patrol: ia
Total Members: 204 Joined Base Thiz Year: 0
NEW MEMBERS:
None.
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FEATURED BOAT

FEATURED BOAT:

At 20:16 local time on 11 February 1992, while on patrol off Kildin Island near Severomorsk, Baton Rouge
collided with the Russian Sierra-class attack submarine K-276 Kostroma. The United States Navy stated
that the collision occurred more than 12 miles (22 km) from the shore, in international waters. Initially the
U.S. Navy denied any damage suffered by Baton Rouge, but it was later disclosed that the boat suffered
two cuts, as well as dents and scrapes. Kostroma was fully repaired by 29 June 1992 and continues in
service to this day, while Baton Rouge was removed from service soon afterward. The Navy was looking to
make cuts in all classes of vessels at the time. Baton Rouge was just unlucky enough to be
decommissioned for this reason.

This is recorded in Russian navy lore as a victory and the Kostroma crew painted the number "1" bordered
by a star on the sail, as did Soviet submarines during World War |l to indicate the number of their victories.

Ed: Yeah, right, better luck next time, Ivan!

(top right) Damage to the
Russian submarine K-276
Kostroma after colliding with
Baton Rouge.

(right) Baton Rouge in dry dock
at Mare Island.
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History General characteristics
B — uUnited States

Class & type Los Angeles-class submarine

Ha LB S Rauge. _ Displacement 5,723 tons (surfaced)
Namesake Baton Rouge, Louisiana 8,927 tons (submerged)!'!
Awarded 8 January 1971 )

_ R Length 110.3 m (361 ft 11 in)
Builder Mewpaort News Shipbuilding :
Laid down 18 Movember 1972 el ADDE T "_1}
Launched 26 April 1975 i caault Ll
Sponsored by  Mrs. F. Edward Hebert Propulsion S6G nuclear reactor, 2 turbines,

35,000 hp (26 MW), 1 auxiliary
motor 325 hp (242 kW), 1 shaft

Commissioned 25 June 1977

Decommissioned 13 January 1995

Biricken 13 January 1995 Speed 15 knots (28 km/h) surfaced
Fate Disposed of by submarine recycling 4ik knots (£l ki) stlbmerged 3.2
knots
Test depth 290 m (850 ft)
Complement 12 officers; 98 enlisted
Armmament 4 = 21 in (533 mm) bow tubes

Mark 48 torpedo
Harpoon missiles

Tomahawk cruise missile

The first ever waterborne removal of a submarine sonar dome at Mare Island Nava

1994 from the Baton Rouge (SSN-689). All pictures appeared in the 10 June 1994 issue of the
shipyard's newspaper the "Grapevine". The first of four photos appears (top left). Divers begin the
process of removing the dome cone. (top right) Workers begin the process of separating the dome.
(bottom left) The dome is separated and waters fill the interior section of the Baton Rouge (SSN-689).
(bottom right) The dome is completely removed from the Baton Rouge (SSN-689) and is raised from
the water.



SUB HISTORY

eSO THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY

01/01/194
USS Nautilus (SS 168) evacuated 29 civilians from Teop Island, Solomons. Also on this date, USS Porpoise
(SS 172) attacked a Japanese convoy and sank the freighter Renzan Maru off northeastern coast of
Honshu, Japan.

01/01/1944

USS Ray (SS 271) sinks a Japanese gunboat at the mouth of Ambon Bay, while USS Puffer (SS 268)
attacks a Japanese convoy at the western entrance of the Mindanao Sea, sinking an army cargo ship. On
the same day USS Herring (SS 233) attacks a Japanese convoy, sinking an aircraft transport ship 220 miles
off Tokyo Bay.

01/02/1943
USS Argonaut (SM1) sinks the Japanese guard boat Ebon Maru in the Bismarck Sea.

01/02/1944
USS Finback (SS 230) sinks a Japanese merchant tanker in the East China Sea.

01/03/1909
USS Scorpion arrives to help the survivors of the Messina, Sicily earthquake. With the Great White Fleet
making its way through the Suez Canal, President T. Roosevelt orders the U.S. Navy to assist.

01/03/1945
USS Kingfish (SS 234) attacks a Japanese convoy in the Bonin Islands sinking a Japanese army cargo ship
and two freighters 200 miles north of Chichi Jima.

01/04/1943
USS Shad (SS 235) sinks German minesweeper M 4242 (ex-French trawler Odet Il) in the Bay of Biscay.

01/04/1944

USS Bluefish (SS 222) and USS Rasher (SS 269) attack a Japanese convoy off French Indochina; Bluefish
sinks a merchant tanker while Rasher damages another tanker. Also on this date USS Cabrilla (SS 288)
sinks a Japanese freighter off Cape Padran, French Indochina while USS Tautog (SS 109) sinks a Japanese
freighter off southern Honshu.

01/07/1945
Submarine Spot (SS 413) sinks the Japanese gunboat No.2 Nichiei Maru in the Inland Sea.

01/08/1983
Fast Attack Submarine USS City of Corpus Christi (SSN 705) is commissioned.

01/08/1994
Fast Attack Submarine USS Santa Fe (SSN 763) is commissioned.

01/09/1942
Submarine USS Pollack (SS 180) sinks the Japanese freighter Teian Maru (ex-Yugoslav Tomislav) 40 miles
south-southwest of Inubo Saki, Japan.

01/09/1959

Non-strategic submarine Halibut (SSGN 587), launches. Redesignated an attack submarine in 1965, she
serves until decommissioned in 1986.
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01/09/1993
Fast Attack Submarine USS Springfield (SSN 761) is commissioned.

01/10/1943
Submarine Trigger (SS 237) sinks the Japanese destroyer Okikaze off Yokosuka, Japan.

01/101944
Submarines Seawolf (SS 197) and Steelhead (SS 280) attack a Japanese convoy about 70 miles north of
Naha, Okinawa, sinking three ships, including one while in the middle of a typhoon.

01/12/1943
Submarine Guardfish (SS 217) sinks Japanese Patrol Boat No.1 about 10 miles southwest of the Tingwon
Islands, located just southwest of the northern tip of New Hanover, Bismarck Archipelago.

01/14/1943
USS Gudgeon (SS 211) lands six men, 2,000 pounds of equipment and supplies on Negros Island for first
resupply mission for a submarine.

01/14/1944

Five U.S. Navy submarines sink five different Japanese vessels in and around the Pacific Ocean. USS
Albacore (SS 218) sinks Japanese destroyer Sazanami 300 miles off Yap; USS Scamp (SS 277) sinks the
tanker Nippon Maru off Sorol Island; USS Guardfish (SS 217) sinks tanker Kenyo Maru southeast of Palau;
USS Seawolf (SS 197) sinks tanker Yamazuru Maru off Okinawa, and USS Swordfish (SS 193) sinks
transport Yamakuni Maru off Hachijo Jima.

01/14/1945
USS Cobia (SS 245) sinks the Japanese minelayer Yurijima off the east coast of Malaya.

01/15/1916
The submarine E-2 explodes at the New York Navy Yard because of escaping gases during an overhaul.
The interior ship is severely damaged and four men are killed.

01/17/1943
Submarine USS Whale (SS 239) sinks the Japanese transport Heiyo Maru.

01/18/1942
Submarine USS Plunger (SS 179) sinks the Japanese freighter Eizan Maru (ex-Panamanian Aurora) off the
mouth of Kii Strait, Honshu.

01/19/1943
USS Swordfish (SS 193) sinks army cargo ship Myoho Maru, which was part of the Japanese Solomons
reinforcement convoy, while USS Greenling (SS 213) damages Japanese cargo ship north of Rabaul.

01/20/1944
USS Batfish (SS 310) and USS Gar (SS 206) attack Japanese convoys and sink transport Hidaka Maru
south of Shiono Misaki and army cargo ship Koyo Maru about 50 miles south-southwest of Palau.

01/21/1943
Submarines USS Pollack (SS 180) and USS Gato (SS 212) attack and cause the sinking of two Japanese
ships.

01/21/1954
The world's first nuclear submarine, USS Nautilus (SSN-571), is christened and launched at Groton, Conn.
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01/21/1961
USS George Washington (SSBN 598) completes the first operational voyage as a fleet ballistic missile
submarine, staying submerged 66 days.

01/23/1943
Submarine USS Guardfish (SS 217) sinks the Japanese destroyer Hakaze off New Ireland.

01/24/1945
Submarine Blackfin (SS 322) sinks the Japanese destroyer Shigure in the Gulf of Siam.

01/24/1956
1956—USS Jallao (SS 368) becomes the first U.S. Navy submarine to transit the Suez Canal traveling from
the Mediterranean to Massawa, Eritrea, Ethiopia.

01//25/1943
USS Shad (SS 235) encounters German blockade runners transporting ore in the Bay of Biscay. Shad fires
on Nordfels, but the torpedo fails to explode, and Nordfels returns to Bilbao, Spain.

01/25/1945
USS Silversides (SS 236), despite the presence of auxiliary submarine chasers, sinks the Japanese army
cargo ship Malay Maru off Kuro Jima.

01/26/1943
USS Wahoo (SS 238) sinks entire convoy of four Japanese supply ships north of New Guinea.

01/26/1944

USS Skipjack (SS 184) sinks the Japanese destroyer Suzukaze and the aircraft ferry Okitsu Maru in the
Caroline Islands area. Also on this date, USS Hake (SS 256) sinks the Japanese auxiliary netlayer Shuko
Maru off Ambon and USS Crevalle (SS 291) sinks the Japanese gunboat Busho Maru 175 miles southeast
of Cape St. Jacques, French Indochina.

01/27/1942
Submarine USS Gudgeon (SS-211) becomes the first US Navy submarine to sink an enemy Japanese
submarine in action during World War II.

01/28/1945
Submarine USS Spadefish (SS 411) attacks Japanese convoy west of Chuja Kundo, Korea and sinks escort
vessel Kume and transport Sanuki Maru.

01/31/1945

USS Boarfish (SS 327) attacks Japanese HI 88 convoy and sinks freighter Enki Maru 50 miles southeast of
Tourance, French Indochina. She also damages a cargo ship that runs aground and 14th Air Force aircraft
destroys it the next day.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

e haming o
for decades

By Gary Warner

Navy submarines

Published 26 DEC 2025

Tl —aad o r
The USS Hyman G. Rickover is commissioned at Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, Conn., on Oct. 14, 2023. (John
Narewski/U.S. Navy)

This month, a welder at a Virginia shipyard etched the keel plate of the USS Barb, the ceremonial birthing of
a new submarine.

The Virginia-class fast attack submarine joins hundreds of Navy subs through history named after sea
creatures. So will the next three on the construction list: the USS Tang, USS Wahoo and USS Silversides.

The names are throwbacks to an earlier time. Only one Navy submarine has been commissioned with the
name of a sea creature since the USS Cavalla, named for a saltwater fish, in 1973.

Since 1862, federal law directs that the Secretary of Navy will choose the names of new ships, in
consultation with the president and Congress. There are longstanding protocols: For decades, battleships
were named for states, cruisers for cities and submarines for sea creatures.

But a 2012 congressional report outlining the protocols said one rule was above all others:

“A secretary’s discretion to make exceptions to ship-naming conventions is one of the Navy’s oldest ship-
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naming traditions,” the report said.
Nowhere has the naming protocol gone through as many variations as with submarines.

A Revolutionary War-era submersible was called “Turtle.” The Union experimented with a submersible
named “Intelligent Whale” during the Civil War. Sea creature names were applied to submarines through two
world wars and the first two decades of the Cold War. Sailors might serve on a fearsome sea creature, such
as Barracuda, Stingray or Shark. Others pulled duty on what sounded like entrees on a wharf diner menu:
Trout, Bass, Tuna and Cod.

In 1959, the Navy rolled out a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine. Instead of a fish, the first of its
class was named the USS George Washington. The other four “boomer” nuclear missile boats bore the
names of people from American military and wartime history: Patrick Henry, Theodore Roosevelt, Abraham
Lincoln and, in a sign of a different time, Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

Attack subs retained fish names for another decade.

In 1969, the Navy was preparing to christen the USS Redfish when Rep. William H. Bates, a Massachusetts
Republican and staunch Navy supporter, died. Navy Secretary John Chafee broke with tradition and named
the attack submarine for the congressman.

What happened next drew unfavorable comment from the New York Times in 1985.

“Within the next few years, down the ways slid the Glenard P. Lipscomb, ranking minority member of the
House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, the L. Mendel Rivers, chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee, and the Richard B. Russell, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee and ranking
majority member of the Senate Armed Services Committee.”

It was the beginning of a shift that saw submarines increasingly named for cities, then states, with
occasional persons thrown into the mix. The Navy built 62 Los Angeles-class nuclear attack submarines
from 1976 to 1996, with all but one named after cities.

Adm. Hyman Rickover, the “father of the nuclear Navy,” accepted the politically expedient naming change.
“Fish don’t vote,” he said.

Ironically, when Rickover retired in 1984, the future USS Providence was renamed the USS Hyman G.
Rickover. It was the only Los Angeles-class submarine to break the naming protocol of American cities.

For fish-favoring traditionalists, there was hope for the future. As Cold War tensions ratcheted up in the
1980s, the Navy announced it would build more than 25 new fast-attack submarines called the Seawolf
class.

The collapse of the Soviet Union and congressional efforts to cut the post-Cold War defense budget led to
the Seawolf program ending with just two more submarines, with only the first, the USS Seawolf, getting a
sea creature name. The second was named the USS Connecticut. The third and final, the USS Jimmy
Carter, was for the 39th President, who served under Rickover as a young submarine service officer.

By the time the renewed Russian military threat had the U.S. Navy ratcheting up construction of the new
Virginia-class attack submarines in the late 1990s, the fish monikers were shelved.

Of the first 30 boats of its class christened, 28 are named for states. Boats named for former Navy Secretary
and U.S. Sen. John Warner, and a new submarine named for Rickover, were the exceptions.

At the end of President Donald Trump’s first term, the Navy decided it was time bring back the sea creature

names. Navy Secretary Kenneth Braithwaite chose the names of four World War Il submarines that had
some of the highest scores for sinking enemy ships: Barb, Tang, Wahoo and Silversides.
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The USS Seawolf fast-attack submarine makes its way through the Pacific Ocean in June 2021, along with carrier USS Carl
Vinson and destroyer USS Dewey. Hovering above it is an MH-60R helicopter from the Carl Vinson. (Haydn N. Smith/U.S. Navy)

The switch was short-lived. When President Joe Biden was elected in 2020, new Navy Secretary Carlos Del
Toro made a U-turn. He named a Virginia-class submarine the USS John H. Dalton, in honor of the Navy
secretary under President Bill Clinton. Eight more were given place names associated with the Navy,
including Potomac, Norfolk and Brooklyn.

Trump’s return to the White House has not yet manifested any new trend in submarine names. But with up

to two Virginia-class boats to be built each year, Navy Secretary John Phelan will have a chance to make his
own mark on the ever-shifting tradition of submarine names.
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Nuclear submarine arms race heats up between North and
South Korea

By Se Eun Gong
Published 26 DEC 2025

nuclear-powered submarine under construction at an undisclosed location in North Korea. Independent journalists were not given
access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as
provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA"
which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. AP/KCNA via KNS

SEOUL, South Korea — An arms race for nuclear-powered submarines is accelerating between North and
South Korea amid shifts in the United States' security strategy in the region.

North Korea's state media revealed on Thursday a picture of what it called a "8,700-ton nuclear-powered
strategic guided missile submarine." It's the first time North Korea disclosed the tonnage and the apparently
completed hull of the submarine since it declared its pursuit for nuclear subs in 2021.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said that the new vessel will help defend his country against "the negative
security situation that has come as present reality," according to the country's state media. Kim criticized
South Korea's plan to build its own nuclear subs as "an offensive act ... that must be countered."

South Korea has moved quickly to build its own nuclear subs, since receiving President Trump's approval in
October. A pan-government task force launched last week in Seoul, while the country's national security
adviser Wi Sung-lac said South Korea will work on a pact for the U.S. to supply it with military-use nuclear
fuel.
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The green light for South Korea's underwater ambitions came as the U.S. pushes its allies to shoulder more
of their own security burden and spend more to beef up defense capabilities.

South Korea has sought to build nuclear subs for decades against North Korea's nuclear threats, which
quickly expanded to the maritime sphere in recent years. In addition to making the nuclear-powered
submarine, it has tested submarine-launched nuclear missiles and claimed to have developed a nuclear-
capable torpedo.

South Korea's defense minister, Ahn Gyu-back, said in October that conventional, diesel-powered subs
"can't compete with nuclear subs North Korea is building in underwater endurance and speed."”

U.S. expects subs to help counter China

The U.S. expects future South Korean nuclear subs to do more in the region than countering North Korea.
Admiral Daryl Caudle, the chief of naval operations of the U.S. Navy, said during his visit in Seoul in
November that it's "a natural expectation" that they be used "to meet our combined goals on what the United
States considers to be our pacing threat, which is China."

South Korea President Lee Jae Myung appeared to make a nod to that expectation, with a rare mention of
China during his October summit with Trump. "The limited underwater range of diesel submarines restricts
our ability to track subs on the North Korean or Chinese side," he said.

In this undated photo provided Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025, by the North Korean government, its leader Kim Jong Un, third left, visits
a shipyard as he inspects a nuclear-powered submarine under construction at an undisclosed location in North Korea.
Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean
government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on
image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News
Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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Yoon Sukjoon, a retired South Korean navy captain, tells NPR that it's a "given" that South Korean nuclear
subs will operate in a wider underwater domain beyond the Korean Peninsula.

Yoon says the waters around the peninsula are too shallow for submarine operations. "But if the South
Korean Navy expands its nuclear submarine operations to China," he says, "it can contribute some strategic
deterrence against the Chinese Navy's threats in the Indo-Pacific."

But South Korea has been wary of suggesting military confrontation with China — its largest trading partner,
as China also rapidly expands its navy. President Lee's office later said that his remarks to Trump "simply
referred to submarines near our waters toward the direction of the North and China," not vessels belonging
to certain countries.

The government's careful stance reflects the attitude of the South Korean public, of whom a maijority says
South Korea must remain neutral should a serious conflict erupt between the U.S. and China, according to a
recent survey.

"Entry point toward a much bigger goal”

But South Korea — and Japan, which has signaled willingness to develop nuclear-powered submarines —
is also concerned about China's growing sphere of influence and does not want to fall under it, says Kim
Heungkyu, a political scientist and director of the China Policy Institute at Ajou University.

As the U.S. shifts its defense focus closer to home, he says, its allies are growing increasingly distrustful of
its security commitment in Asia.

In a poll by the private think tank Asan Institute from March, less than half of Koreans said they believe the
U.S. would respond with nuclear weapons if North Korea attacks the South with one. Meanwhile, a majority
of South Koreans said they support nuclear armament, even at the cost of international sanctions or
withdrawal of U.S. troops.

"In a new international order without the U.S. in the Western Pacific, South Korea needs a survival strategy
based on nuclear weapons," says Kim. And, he adds, nuclear-powered submarines would allow the country
an "entry point toward a much bigger goal" of nuclear armament.

The South Korean government, which is separately pursuing access to enriching uranium and reprocessing
spent fuel in talks with the U.S., has denied that it wants to go nuclear.

But Kim says the Trump administration is "pushing South Korea and Japan toward the direction of nuclear
armament, whether it intends or not."
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VAR PATROL!

Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the USS S-30 (SS-135) as she deploys on her
seventh war patrol in the Pacific beginning 05 JUN 1943, scoring her first kill. Will crew and equipment
survive the enemy's vengeance? In only 90 feet of water, where can a submarine run? Find out the

answers to these questions and many more in this issue of WAR PATROL!

History
=E United States
MName LSS 5-230
Builder Union lron Works,
San Francisco, Califomia
Lald down 1 April 1918
Launchad 21 November 1918

Sponsored by  Mrs Edward 5 Stalnaker
Commissioned 29 October 1920
Decommissioned 9 Octobsr 1945

Stricken 24 October 1945
Fate a0ld for scrap December 1946
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General characteristics

Class & type
Displacemeant

Lemgth

Beam
Diraft

Complement
Armament

Operations
Victarles

S-glass subanaing

854 long lons (368 {) surfaced
1,062 long tons (1 079 1)
submerged

2191 3 in (G5.82 m)

2018 in (6.30m)

15 ft 11 in {4.85 my)

14.5 knots (1.7 mph: 26.9 kmyh
surfaced

11 knods {13 mph; 20 km/h)
submerged

3% officars and men

1% 4 in (102 s dack gun

4 = 21 inch (532 mm] lorpedo ubes

Service record

World War ll

2 battle stars
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K., épariment
HISTORY OF USS 5-30 (585 135)

Before doy breck on Thupsday, 13 September 194 & stubby, gray-black
|ittle submarine crept through one of thoee incredibly opague fogs which
sattle sometimes cn the bay ares and felt her way past Point Lobos and Mile
Roeks aod under the Golien Gate oridge. Keeping stecragevay ln a flood tide

kept her anclent diessels smcking like twin wolcanoes und ber Wwheezy fcg
aignnls ndded little toc the din. She vas the USE £-30, Lieutenant Commander
wuentin R. Thomson, USK, commanding, on ber last voyage. Bound for San Pren-
cisco with three others of ber class, she was distinciive in that she was oot
only the oldest of all "5 boats, but also the first to be Jecomissioned aftar

the end of the war.

She porked an era in submarines. The S-boats, it 1s true, were token
off war patrol’ &3 soon a8 new submarines could be bullt 1o replece them,
but they left their mark on the character of world Wor 1I by carrying cur
threet tc toe epemy at a time when sll availsble wespous hod to be oustered,
no matter how old or poorly equlpped they were. HNo one cen imagine, comfortably,
what might bave happesed If those old boats hada't been arcund fn the early
days, hitiiog enemy supply lines with outmoded torpecdes, cld fashioned scund
gear, and the most lnadequate and uneomfortable liwlog accomodations in the
history of modern sarine warfare. They were eguipped aep coastvise pubmarimes
[or temperate climates, but they Jdid a deep water JOb in the Aretic and in the
tropies. Heating had to be elimirated oo those long patrols in order to save
their meager batteries for the more lmportant Job of fighting, and air condi-
ticning wvas unheard of in the days vhén the Sugar Léats were bullt.

§-30's keel was laid in the Ban Franciseo yards of tre Bethlehem Ship-
building Corporation on 1 April 1918 and she wes launched cn 21 Kovember 191b.
Mrs. Bdwards Stusrt Stalmsker, wife of Lieutenant Commander Eiwerds 5 Stalnaker,
Supply Corps, USH, eerved as sponsor. The sub went into commdssica for the
first time on 29 October 15920,

Her subsequent peacetine tcareer was a typicel one. She served op
China station with the NINTH Sutmarins Division, including 5-31, 5-32, 5=33,
5-34 apd' 8-15, until relieved by the TENTH Sub Divielon for duty im Hawaill
about 193%. Finelly she came back to the United States, later going through
the Panama Canal and up to Philadelphia for overhaul before being placed in
the rototing reserve at BNew Lomdon in August of 19%0.

Ihe threat of war brought her back to an sctive stetus sgalo in November
of the same year. From then until Pearl Harbor Jny she operated almost coa-
staptly: Washingtcn, D. C. and snnapolis for undervater sound work, back to
Bew London and from there to Bermuda with the USS BEAVER (AS 5). after practice
patrols, she returned to 5t. Georges. On T December 1341, at Argentia,
Newfoundland, Taptain R. W. Christie, USN, Commander, Submarice Squadron
FIVE, held "readiness for wor® inspection on bosrd the  5-30 while the
Japanese bombed Pesrl Harbor.

The 5-30 left Boevfoundland two days lster and eonducted o routine patrol
enroute to Nev London, where she had a short overhaul.
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-2.. U5 5-30 (85 1:5)

Che cape off the marine railwey prepered for 2 loag voyage and departed
r.1 Bew London for Bermuda, Lieutencnt Commender F. k. Laing, USH, coomapding,
fn 8 bod storm. Enrcutle, one CrewpAn WES thruvn against the chart table end
creckel o' rib. Another fractured his arm, and & third vos knocked unconscious
with his nose broken. The captain finally secured tha losZouts 1o avaid further
injury, becouse of Lie dirficulty of any enemy sightliogs li& such secs.

Proceeding on towerd Coco Solo, Camal Zone, ihe venerable old sub, whe
vas cuppe-ad to be over age in 1933, had ber firet eloee call of the war <hen
a friendly petrol bomber dropped & bomb 40 feet off ier port bewa.

She moored & th sutcarine base on 16 February 194.. From thot tlme
until May the ship ocpermted in tiie vicinity of the Canal Zoome. Durling this
period, as & unit of Subtmarine Division .52, (8-30, 5-31, 8-32, 5-33), sbe
made tuo routine, uneventful patrols arcund Cape Mcls, Bone Island and Cocos.
For two woeks in May she operated out of Oulfido, Costws Ries, tendel by the
ANTAEAS. 0o 26 May she sailel for Mare ISland, Califurnic, conducticg a
routine patrol euroute.

She departed Mare Ioland op 15 Jume 19%c, the day ol arrivel, but put
back into port o week later. Then, oo 1 August 1942, she set her course uorih,
to the foggy, dsagerous Aleutisn chain, viere the Jup.nese lad estoblisbed o
footnold. Emnroute she dcveloped engine trouble mal eleven doys later Llimped
into Dutch Borbor, Alasks, on one engine.

After a short refit, the 5-30 left on her fourth war patrol Lo August
1952, heading for encmy-' 2ld Attu to patrol off Cape krungell to intercept
supply ships between Parumushiru and Attu. Vigibility was extremely lod and
the eeas rough, encush during the whole patrol 6o that it was necessary to
"eide the botch” constantly vhen surfaced. The 5-30 errived off Attu o
the morning of the 15th. During the next 2L howrs, the island wes visible
for o total of one half Lour s the thiek fog cut visibility to & minious.

On 30 August the upper works of & steamor, hull dewn, were sighted.
Sha turned ocut to be o single stack 4000 ton freighter. dsnin the fog rulaed
any possible attack by closing fn to moke the vessei's angls on the how un=
certain. When the ceotain finally sighted his contact alter resching
periscope depth, she wns steaming across his wake.

The patrol recained uneventful untll the Tth of September, when a con-
tact developed on a trioc of Jepenese tin cams. The 5-30 Jove to 100 feet
where she wae attacked for the pext three howre. The patrol was ecepletad oo
return to Dutch harber oo 13 September 19L2.

After n short ovarheul by the eubenrine repnir usit ocnd the shlp's foree,
‘the 5-3¢ got underwny agein on 2b September to patrcl the Kisks erea. The
discovery . of a three-inch crack in ome cylinder lorced her O return tC
Duteh Harbor for repairs, leaving againo ¢n the 30th., KO enamy contacts were
made and, after only four doys in the patrol area, a crackel crankshaft sent
her back to Duteh Harbvor, where she was ordered to fan Diergo for an cwverhaul.
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In the yard, she received not only & nev crenkshalt and a =ajor overbaul,
bu. also a pew commanding officer, Litulenant Commander W. A. Stevenson, USN.
Lariag the overbaul pericd egome badly-needed new equipsent came aboard,
including good scund gear, futhomer, fathometer, rodar and & Kleinschald:
Vapor Coopression still. A happy black geng sov the last of the old Clarkeon
boiler that had sade the engine rocm & bedes epd hod forbidden the: use of

fresh water for weshing.

The overhaul was cogpleted on 10 February 19%3. Then, after four days
of “ready duty,” the 5-30 operated with the West Coast Sound school fur a
month and, on 16 March, departed for ber old haunts ot Dutch Harbor. Upon
arrival there 15 days later, she uss covered with ice. The hatech was frozen
open, antenpses were down, and the gun was a solid heap of hard white spow.
She was, soredver. baving ¢ogipe trouble ogain apnd bad one motar out af
coemdssion.

At the eod of a short refit, the 5-30 btoat made & filee start on her
sixth war patrol on 10 April 19%3. Bagineering trouble brought her back to
port, but two days later she was undervay ségnin. During this patrol she took
part in the reconmaissance phase of the imvac.on of Attu, taking photographs
and soundings in Statlor Cove, Sarora Bay and Chichagol Harbor. In Holtz
Bay and Chichagof, Nip garrison, sentries, gun emplacements, a soft ball geme
end whot appeared Lo be & lounchidng strip for sea plencs could be seen.

Sooe of these beys were entered and carefully explored to ese if mine-
fields bad been planted. Many timee the only wey an S-boat could fell ir
aines were present was by striking a mine herself. Fortunately, there were
no mipelields and Just this information, to say nothing of the soundings end
the photographs, wes enough to make the patrol a welusble contribution to
the war effort.

Patrolling the Bemichi Islands, 8 good lock at Shenils and Nizikl showed
a0 enemy activity, but a close irspection of Alsid revemled what sppemred to
be o Jupanese rodic stetion. During this potrol the crov hesrd the shelling
af Attu by the NEVADA, TENMESSEE and CALIFORNL.. Alsoc, ot cne tioe they
cleared the area to.ensble the NARWHAL and NAUTILUS to land Rungers = on sttu
shile planes gave them air cower. The patrol ended alongiide a doek at Dutch
Harbor on 11 May.

The old boat's seventh war patrol began frog Dutch Herber on 25 May
1943, vhen she set course for Pareswshiru. Her first kill of the war came op
3 Junr, when the periscope wateh spotted a sampan of sbout 120 tome. Captain
Stevenson, feeling thut the boat might have gpotted the periscope and used
nds radlo, decided to battle surfuce. A8 far as is koown, no S-boat had ever
done this before.

AL 2280 they surfaced and the gun went into acticn. The Plrst shot
from & rengs of 1800 yards carried away the wheel house. Afier this shet, the
font firing mechanism failed and the sights became cloudy, so thot the Zunners
were reduced to firing with lanyard and open sights. .bout them, cme of the
crew rao Lo the bow of the smapan and began holisting the Rising Sun flag. The
next 8.0t blew sallor, flag and bow avmy. Now, © with Lonyard and apen slghts,
Firing was less accurate with only about six hite in 37 rounds exponded, but
when last seen the sompan was afire and sinking last.
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All tids time the skipper had been watcting sn oppr 2chlng Jupai=se
Jastroyer, coming up fost sstern. The tin con cpekid lire at 9,000 yurde and
|op first salvo was 1500 yords short. With oo time to l.se, the §5-30 crush
lived without taking time to secure the gun or strike bel.s gear left topelde.

Mukiig ready torpeds tubes, she begen an spprouch n the destroyer.

Just ag the sub got into positicn, the maln mutor breskers kicked cut
wdlepth control wos lost. The short #2 periscipe wiich Captain STEVERE.N Wus
ueing Jucked under. By the time he got #1 up, 8ll he couldl see wus the battle
gray of the destroyer’s slde. She gtarted dowa for her tested depth, but
befare the boat was well upder, the first depth charge went aff. Later om,
Coptain Stevenscn réported he'd eeen the charge pass uoross his line of
vision to fall close on the starboard bow.

The First cherge thres vater ond chunks of solld matier through the
inner dnars of the torpedo tubes, filling the torpeds rouo with thick .&mcke.
By this time there was power on the main mctors sgeln, but oot before the
firgt ash can hed blown  “he buat to the surface. By the tioe the Jestroyer
k=i ecopleted o turn for ner second atiack, thne 5-30 was unler sgoin with the
torpedc tube outer doors clused. Twc more charges weat ff elose aboard and
leepar, cousing the boat to broach agsin.

When the sen pressure gouge resched 156 pounds per squere ilncl they
ere acquiring some coantrol < denth by use of full rhecstot oo the Boters and
full rise on the planes. Just then she hit botton. Eecuring everything througt
out the boat, they lay there while 33 depth charges, sll close but = bit toc
.E-h]u':l"lp rﬁu arcund thés.

Davn wos not far cway. With on excellent chunce taat an cll leak wiuld
give owvey thelr position Af they tried to remzin on the bottom longer, Captain
Stevenscn crdered the beat to the surface.

She broke surface with the stern plenes-stuck oo hord rise, the bluck
sang polsed to get the engines going in cn instant, ond the rest of tha crew
2t battle stations. Radar picked up pips which indicated they were in the
middle of & group consisting of a crulser, three destrijyers, and savernol ammll
eraft, all eireling the sutmarine and pinglng frunticully. Three of theo were
slgnalling by flashing light. Picking the widest cpealng, the beat rma for it.

Radsr reperted & contoct cl.osing rapidly. At 2000 yaris the ship
zigged townrd the sub, and just then the engines went Jead. It wns ilscovered
that scoeone golog up the cooning tower hatch had inedvertantly kicked the
apmunelotors. At the wvaralng howler thus set -f7, the engineers, expactlng
1 yuick dive any minute, shut Jown the plant and got recdy to toke her dowu.
e englnes were going ogein in o moment, hovever, ond luck  held loag
enough to enable them to clear the ares and dive st Jlown, scfely.

Jeas vere heavy, and even at 90 feet dep.h the riding was rough. Under
these conditions, the job the torpedomen did wae littie ghort of o odrele.
They shifted 12 torpedces arcund and relioded tuws one, o0 ond four. AlL
four of tke previous lcads had Been lsgaged by the firet depth churge. MNumber
sne and thres were badly mengled, so thet mmber three could not be moved at zll
To neke things more difficult, ome of the besrings hod wiped Jdurisg the [orced
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run ot "gll shead emergency” on cold engines. But, with everything sguared
avny, the indocitable: submarine headed teck to Faramushliry, hoplng fur & chance
ko do scoe shooting.

A large merchontmen wos contacted on 9 June 1953, but chonging course
to avoid three small sappans had put the submarine toc for cut of position.
On the some doy, however, she began an approach cn & heavily smoking destroyer.
The eneay would stop ber serews to listen, and the 30 boat would stop hers.
Then the destroyer woubd get underway sgain and so would Suger 30. Soonm,
nowover, other screvs were heard and the capiain declded t. evade, sensing &
t:l'[:p-q

At 1717 on the following doy twe ships were spotted ot anchor in
Kakumabetsu Mon. The nearest one was estimnted at 10,000 tons mad the other
at about b,000, both anchored near o “large black rock." Three torpedoes
vere fired, and doun went 8-30's only officielly recognized kill cf the war,
the 5228-ton cargo ship JIMBU MARU.

£ lock through the periscope showed fog obscuring the target; wnlie the
"Inrge block rock" wos underway, throviog depth churges all cver the harbor os
the captain conned his ship out by dead reckoning. T enty-three depth choarges
went off at o "tolercble” distonce.

Arother torpedo attack was launched early on the morning of 13 June
after a submerged potrol through Omekcan Kalkio to surfuce on the essteérn side
of the strait. With a perfect set-up on a 5000 ton Maru, Caoptaln Stevedscn
fired three figh from 700 yords, only to see all @ of them cdses.

The S-30 moored &t Duch Horbor oo 22 Jume 1943 after o very discourcging
petrcl. She had not been able to confimm her sinking, her torpedces hod run
deep to rob her of sootber kill, apd she kud teken o thorough beating. Woen
the job of getting the scashed torpedc cut of the mumber throe tube began,
pecple clearad the aren for miles around, but the Job wus sofely done.

While laying over in Duteh Harbor between the seventh cnd edght patrol,
1+ wes decided to give the crevw o little depth charge indoctrinstion and at the
seme timeé to determine whether or not the enemy wes uelng 600 pound depth
charges. Woen the charge went off, it punetwred & soft pateh in the motor
rocan and threw the visitors arcund. They went cshoere tedly shaken, to the

eapsement of the crowv.

After hoving the soft patch repalred, the S5-30 gut undervay under escort
af the PC 801 %o Attu, arriving oo the ninth of July 1943, Mcoring aloogside
the fleet oller USS CUYAMA, she took on a full fuel load. The climax of that
short stay in Attu wves a movie, "Scuth of Pago Peg.,” Just the right touch to
start the crev out oo the eighty war patrol in high apirits.

They left at 0500 the next morndng to patrol the scrthern porticn of
the Kurile Chain. The run to her statlon wos routine. GSoime périscupe
pictures were taken of Shimushiru Tc and Matsuwc Monte.

On the evening of 20 July the sub contacted an old locking eraft wLlch
locked like on old lusber barge of about 3000 tons. Making an apsroach, she
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Fired tve fish which missed. Then the "pile of junk," whien turned cot to be
n "g" ship, turned ond case straight down the torpeds track, dropplag 21
lepth charges. Ko domage resulted.

A week later snoke was sipated through the perisccpe in Sayon Streilt
wesat of Araids. The ccntact deweloped fnto o 7,000 tun Maru with s destruyer
u8 sgeart. A cereful approach ylelded twc explusicns and, although no reeard
eould be found of such & sinking after the war, breaking-up nulses could ba
hoard slearly. When the ship could eome to periscipe depth oned mure,
nothing eculd be seen but smoke on the hordson.

On 30 July and agedn on the 3lst two opproscheés were begun oo large
Japanese corge vessels, but in nclther cocee pould be recched. A seecond
contact on the Jlst develiped sc fast cut of a fug bank that she wus past the
firing bearing before the tubes wore recdy. It wis finelly necéssary tu
fire rigut up her weke. One torpedo wes fired, but evilently missca the
target.

At 2002 on the scoé day a third ship wos sightel ood three torpeloes
were fired at her froc 900 yords. The first tvoc wore beord to hiv and scund
reported that the target's serews had stopped, followed by brecking up n.ises.
Periscope chservations revesled sothing in sight.

About five minutes later, suund reported screws on the port quorier.
A leck through the seope revesled an unidentifioble ship headed fur the S=-30,
whe was, at the moment, having trouble with depth comtrol. Ohe broached
mementarily before going deep end then received two depth chorges. The sub-
sequent evegive tactlies used carried her. clear of the eres ool sufely out of
contact.

Bv this time the sub bad three torpedoes left wnd six ouré doys Lo slay
.n stat_cn. Ceptain Stevenson tried finding fliating flsh cannerles ond troiled
-na of then until it eotered shallow water off the Rusalan const. The resalnd-
er of the petrol wos unfruitful and the sub retired toward Attu.

Nenr the end of the patrol, the ool sghted "sumething” sheco which theo
disoppeared. Shortly after, six feet of perlscope eppearcd, renge sbout
200 feet. The lockouts whe spotted it didg't bother to report the coptact.
They simply yelled "DIVE" end went dowm the hoteh in cne fruntie leap. What
might hove been a torpedc passed down the port side, cl.se cbuard, ool then
slow screws could be heard foding cut. When on cbeervatlon was Timally mede

through the periscope, nothing was in sight.

The 5-30 arrivel at Masszere Bay, Attu, and tied up alongslle the
CUYAMA ot 2050 on O August 1943. BShe stayed on 24 hours notlee to get under-
wvay for the invasicn of Kiska, but mansged to provile some recreatiin for her
crew. Torpedces, however, were hord to get. The PC 601 brought twe from
Duteh Harber, one of the other S-boats contributed socther, oed two came from
the tase.

When the Kiska londing wns sade no opposition, the old ledy was glven
a week of uninterrupted upkeep and wns ready for se: on 25 Auguat 19%3. She
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got undersny the next gorplipg for the ORkbotax sea vis Shicushird Strait.

Three doys out én epemy bumber cought her on the surface ond dropped four

+mbe close ablard, but faelled to sedre. Only tWe go.d encoy ehip contacta
<are made during the patrol, and neither one could be developed imto on attack.

On the morning of 1h Ssptember 1953 tne ship crufsed in eliee to the
islapd of Matsuwa to toke periscope pictures, discovering alirfield fnstalla-
tions. The eaptoin planned to shell the garrisun just belfore down the next
day. All preparations were carefully mede. BSpecial staticns were assigned
and it was planned that balf the gun crew would go through the torpeds roum
hatch end the cther holf down the ecnning tower to epeed up the dive cfcer
tha bcobardment. The gunners pate was worried about Lis gun's anclent firing
pin, so be went so far aF t¢ break Zut & brand new cne.

Btatlions vere manned, and crders were to commence firing at & range of
5,700 yords. The gun refused to fire in gpite of repeated attespts. It began
to get light o that there was no time tC eheck the pechoniszm, and 2 sadly-
digappointed crew ctendoned the sttack to cpen cut from the islapd.

it weg later discovered that the brond nev firing pin came from the
panufacturer about an eighth of am inch too short.

This, the lhst war patrol for the USS 5-30, ended when she maored i
Duteh Horbor on 23 Scptomber 1943, passing the 5-86 on the way ia. The later
tock oo Doel ot Attu, shived off on patrol, and wee never seen agnin.

The 5-30 left Alaska late in September, bound for San Diego. arriving
on 11 October, she was zet by the USS CRANE cnd escorted to o Jock ot the
Baval Repair Base. The tired, crew's first tidings In the United States ware:
“There will be no leave until the 8-30 f8 out of sverbaul and reuly to opernte
with the West Coest Bound scehool.™

ine Havy needed submarineérs, scmar moen, end well-truined cnti-submorine
crevs. Pruviding these men vas the 5-30's Job until the end of the war. Bix
=oyE o week she Cpercted with the Sound schocl, and  for elght hours & day
sbe worked under the water off the coast of Lower Californis. She furaished
a4 target for surfoace ships to practice ngninat, she snde erash dives unler
attack from oll kinds of oirplapes end blimpe, learning how to go about attock-
Ing & suomaring.

Meamwhile, junicr cfficers ond enlisted cen were telng tought the
technicalities of the dive and the spproach and all the complexitles that go
into cperating a submarine. A long serles of sguedron cosmonders, divisios
ccamanders, officers, crews, tenders and ecemanding officers hod ber in hapd
from then on. The ecmmanding officers, vetersns of =many wor patrcls, becume
teachers as well os submariners. They left her to go oo t. Jube in the new,
efficlent flaet bocts. Crows traiped cn S-boata went cut to man Tlest sub-
marings, striking the blows which the old 5-30 missel becuuse of her antiquity.

The US8 8-30 wee pul Cubl of e.mmissivn In the San Frantiseo ares on 3
Qetober 1945, and scld in December of 19L6,
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