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The USSVI Requin Base supports the National Creed
“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their 
country. That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater 
accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.”

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FRONT MATTER 2

OFFICERS 3

TOLLING OF THE BOATS 4

SUBS COMMISSIONED 5

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS… 6

COMMANDER’S CORNER 7

MEETING MINUTES 8

MONTH IN REVIEW 10

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN 12

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP 13

FEATURED BOAT 14

SUB HISTORY 16

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 19

WAR PATROL! 25

MEETING INFORMATION
Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the 
month, normally at the Baden PA American 
Legion. Quarterly meetings are held around our 
membership area.

Our next meeting will be
14 FEB 2026 @ 1230 hours

At Kamin Science Center

BASE LOCATION

FROM THE EDITOR

American Legion Post 641
271 State St

Baden PA 15005

Please send ideas for articles or  copies of art-
icles, with full credit information to me for con-
sideration of submission in the SVD. 
We are a SUBMARINE group. As such, the art-
icles should be SUBMARINE or NAVY-related. 

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

https://www.requinbase.org/

FRONT MATTER

https://www.requinbase.org/
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USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office Officer Phone eMail
Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007@hotmail.com
2nd Vice Commander George Brown 724-622-5800 gandcbrown@gmail.com

Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com
Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635 hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com
Newsletter Editor Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com
Eagle Scout Chair Eric Greenwald 412-770-7329 ericjgreenwald@gmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com

USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com

Office Officer Phone eMail
National Commander Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander Timothy Carlisle 925-812-4239 Timothybwcarlisle@gmail.com
Junior Vice Commander Thomas Williams 512-632-9439 texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary David Farrugia 813-951-1898 DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com
Treasurer John Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 treasurer.ussvi.hrb@gmail.com

Past Commander William Andrea 561-790-1287 wcandrea@bellsouth.net
Chaplain James Sandman 615-975-4792 Jsandman85@gmail.com 

Region Director NE Jeffrey Walsh 860-449-2103 Neregiondir@yahoo.com
District Commander EN3 Thomas Denton 301-845-0049 gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office Sharon Walsh 360-337-2978 ussvi@telebyte.net

OFFICERS
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On Eternal Patrol

Tolling of the Boats for January

TOLLING OF THE BOATS

USS Argonaut (SS-166)
Lost on Jan 10, 1943 with the loss of 102 officers and men off Rabaul, on her 3rd war patrol. While attacking 
a convoy, she torpedoed a Jap destroyer who along with 2 other destroyers depth charged her. As she tried 
to surface, the destroyers sunk her by gun fire.

USS Swordfish (SS-193)
Lost on Jan 12,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol. 
Probably was lost to a mine.

USS S-36 (SS-141)
Lost on Jan 20, 1942 with no loss of life, on her 2nd war patrol. She ran hard aground on a reef and radioed 
for help. The entire crew was rescued by a Dutch ship after they scuttled her.

USS S-26 (SS-131)
Lost on Jan 24,1942 with the loss of 46 officers and men in the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol. She 
was rammed by the USS PC-460 and sunk within seconds. The CO, XO and one lookout on the bridge, 
were the only survivors.

https://oneternalpatrol.com/
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Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!

Submarines Commissioned During the Month of January

SUBS COMMISSIONED

Boat Commissioned Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Adder SS-3 1/12/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
Bonita SSK-3 1/11/1952 Wikipedia NavSource
Moccasin SS-5 1/17/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
G-4 SS-26 1/22/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
H-3 SS-30 1/16/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
K-2 SS-33 1/31/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
T-1 SS-5 1/30/1920 Wikipedia NavSource
T-2 SS-60 1/7/1922 Wikipedia NavSource
R-2 SS-79 1/24/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-3 SS-107 1/30/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-11 SS-116 1/11/1923 Wikipedia NavSource
S-15 SS-120 1/15/1921 Wikipedia NavSource
S-27 SS-132 1/22/1924 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
S-41 SS-146 1/15/1924 Wikipedia NavSource
Shark SS-174 1/25/1936 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Pickerel SS-177 1/26/1937 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Pollack SS-180 1/15/1937 Wikipedia NavSource
Sculpin SS-191 1/16/1939 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Tuna SS-203 1/2/1941 Wikipedia NavSource
Greenling SS-213 1/21/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Finback SS-230 1/31/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Trigger SS-237 1/31/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Bream SS-243 1/24/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Jack SS-259 1/6/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Lapon SS-260 1/23/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Pogy SS-266 1/10/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Tinosa SS-283 1/15/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Moray SS-300 1/26/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Perch SS-313 1/7/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Capitaine SS-336 1/26/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Guitarro SS-363 1/26/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Pintado SS-387 1/1/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Pipefish SS-388 1/22/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Trumpetfish SS-425 1/29/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Argonaut SS-475 1/15/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Remora SS-487 1/3/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Barbel SS-580 1/17/1959 Wikipedia NavSource
Halibut SSGN-587 1/4/1960 Wikipedia NavSource
Gato SSN-615 1/25/1968 Wikipedia NavSource
Thomas Jefferson SSBN-618 1/4/1963 Wikipedia NavSource
George Bancroft SSBN-643 1/22/1966 Wikipedia NavSource
Pargo SSN-650 1/5/1968 Wikipedia NavSource
Sea Devil SSN-664 1/30/1969 Wikipedia NavSource
Bluefish SSN-675 1/8/1971 Wikipedia NavSource
Tunny SSN-682 1/26/1974 Wikipedia NavSource
Indianapolis SSN-697 1/5/1980 Wikipedia NavSource
Boston SSN-703 1/30/1982 Wikipedia NavSource
City of Corpus Christi SSN-705 1/8/1983 Wikipedia NavSource
Augusta SSN-710 1/19/1985 Wikipedia NavSource
Alaska SSBN-732 1/25/1986 Wikipedia NavSource
Scranton SSN-756 1/26/1991 Wikipedia NavSource
Springfield SSN-761 1/9/1993 Wikipedia NavSource
Santa Fe SSN-763 1/8/1994 Wikipedia NavSource
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BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Ron Zahner NONE Robert Stahl YNC (SS) 1/26/19

Vincent B. Segeleon TME2(SS) 1/20/18
Edgar H. Paul IC3(SS) 1/14/18

Edward D. Cramer TM2(SS) 1/5/18
Earl E. Wood QM2(SS) 1/9/17

Thomas E. Stewart SN(SS) 1/2/17
Robert L. Godley Jr. FTG1(SS) 1/17/13

John Good 1/13/04

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS…

MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
John Sutherin, Sr 2/3 Linda Gaylor 2/9 Flo & Michael Hemming 2/6
Russ Osborne 2/5 Rosemarie Riley 2/9 Julie May & Edward May 2/13
Ronald Zahner 2/8 Lynn Gourley 2/10 Debra & Arthur Davis 2/14
Paul Coyle 2/10 Rosemary McCarthy 2/12 Yvonne & Paul McKenzie 2/15
Richard Keys 2/10 Patricia Day 2/18 Barbara & Andrew Sorbie 2/23
Dan Bagley 2/11 Kim Bittner 2/19 Kathryn Dates & Albert Cialone 2/24
Carl Capito 2/13 Barbara Sorbie 2/23
Luke Walters 2/13 Adele Wise 2/28
Stephen McKinney 2/15
James Cowher 2/18
Lawton Gaines 2/19
Kyle Glaser 2/19
George Dolgos 2/26
James Harris 2/26
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Commander’s                

Corner
Requin Base

Commanders Column
January 2026

What a great turnout we had at this month’s meeting. We had 44 shipmates and first mates. That is 
the most we have ever had a meeting. Keep up the great work. This is what our organization is all about. I 
am very grateful to everyone that was able to attend.

I have been working with the Kamin Science Center on establishing the Requin Base Endowment 
fund to help with the maintenance and upkeep of USS Requin SS-481. Our goal is to have everything in 
order by the February meeting to begin accepting donations. For the endowment to be “Named” we need to 
have a minimum level of $50,000. Huey has been working very hard at getting pledges are we are well on 
our way to reaching our minimum level. Our goal is that this endowment will accept donations from and 
recognize all veteran organizations and individuals. To help everyone understand the process, the February 
meeting will be hosted by the Kamin Science Center at the Science Center. Please make every effort to 
attend the February meeting to get this information firsthand and help us exceed our goal.

Membership has informed me that we still have a number of shipmates that have not renewed their 
membership or paid for their calendar. If your membership is not renewed by January 31st National will drop 
you off the rolls. We also have a number of shipmates that are life members and haven’t paid for their 
calendars. The calendars are not free to the base. This year we asked for $9.00 per calendar plus mailing. 
We paid $6.00 per calendar. The cost of mailing the calendar to each shipmate was $3.00. We make a small 
fundraising profit of $3.00 per calendar. The lack of payment for each calendar is a loss to the base of $9.00. 
If you are dink in any way, please make sure you settle your account.

COMMANDER’S CORNER
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MEETING MINUTES
These are the minutes as recorded at the base meeting and are not edited 

or moderated by the newsletter editor. You can address any issues or 
concerns in the minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2026

American Legion Post 641 Baden PA

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Mike Allen, Willard Ashmore, Eric Bookmiller, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Clair & Nancy Bouts, Don 
Bright, George Brown, Dan & Kathy Busby, Joe Campisi, Larry & Patti Day, Ed Derr, Huey Dietrich, Lyle 
Farmer, Rick Flaugh, Dick & Beverly Geyer, Bob & Lynn Gourley, David Halliday, Lou Hamill, John Held, 
Steve Kerch, Jean Lemieux, Bill & Sandy Lindsey, Jim & Charlene List, Chuck Loskoch, Vince Metz, Bob & 
Jude Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Ed Perlowitz, Chuck Shrump, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Jack Sutherin, Chad 
Underkoffler, Frank Vereb, Charly Warren.

Shipmate Dick Geyer lead the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate 
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of 
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who 
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

Boats Lost:

• USS ARGONAUT (SS 166)  January 10, 1943 
• USS SWORDFISH (SS 193)  January 12, 1945 
• USS S 36 (SS 141)    January 20, 1942
• USS S 26 (SS 131)    January 24, 1942 

We also honor our departed shipmates of the Requin Base: Robert Stahl, Vincent Segeleon, Edgar Paul, 
Edward Cramer, Earl Wood, Thomas Stewart, Robert Goodley, and John Good. Finally let us remember all 
the brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually and some in 
groups, but where the submarine itself was not lost.  

Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Invocation.

Quote Of The Day: “Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen, others make it happen.” 
—Michael Jordan

Requin History: Launched January 1, 1945. January 6, 1946, sailed for Key West, FL., where she joined 
SubRon 4. August through November of that year were spent at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery, 
ME., being converted to a radar picket submarine. January 20, 1948, given hull classification OSSR-481 and 
modified to the Migrain II radar picket configuration. January 15, 1951, In the Mediterranean from mid-
January to mid-May 1951, Requin resumed operations off the East Coast and in the Caribbean Sea on her 
return. January 1, 1953, maintained her schedule of Second and Sixth Fleet operations but at the end of the 
year, put into Philadelphia PA for extensive modernization overhaul that among other things removed her 
last remaining anti-aircraft cannon.

Members introduced themselves and the boats they served on.

MEETING MINUTES

mailto:jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
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Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With 
no objections, the minutes were approved as published.

Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits. With no 
objections, the report was approved.

Other Reports:
• Binnacle List: Ron Zaner
• Eternal Patrol: None
• Base membership stands at 204.
• Storekeeper
• Eagle Scouts
• PA License Plates
• Kap(SS)4Kids(SS)
• Mush Morton awards
• Charitable Foundation
• Social Events: planning for August 22, 2026 location to be determined

Upcoming Events
• Next Base meeting at Kamin Science Center on February 14th.
• March 14, Veterans Day Parade Pittsburgh PA

Old Business: 
None

New Business:
In the process of setting up an endowment to support repairs and maintenance for the USS Requin. Current 
donations stand at approximately $19,200. A minimum of $50,000 is needed to move the endowment to the 
next level. Motions to provide coins or certificates to to those making donations were tables for further 
discussion.

Report on annual Executive Board Meeting.

April Base meeting was scheduled for VFW 191in Cannonsburg, however this venue is not available. 
Location is changed to Baden PA.

USS Idaho commissioning will be sometime in April/May 

Base Bylaws will be emailed to all members in mid-January for member review. Please respond to that email 
with any comments prior to the February Base meeting.

Good of The Order:

Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Benediction.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting: Kamin Science Center Pittsburgh PA at 1230 hours on February 14, 2026
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MONTH IN REVIEW

Requin Base Executive Board Meeting Minutes
January 3, 2026

Executive Members Present: Lee Bookwalter, Rick Flaugh, Lou Hamill, Vince Metz, Jeff Simon

Appointed Members Present: Eric Bookmiller, George Brown, Joe Campisi, Huey Dietrich, Dick Geyer, Kyle 
Glaser Eric Greenwald, Dave Halliday, Bob, Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Chad Underkoffler, Frank Vereb

Topics Discussed:
1. Base Budget: As required in the Requin Base Constitution And By-Laws, the following summary of Base  

assets and budget for 2026 was approved by the Executive Board.  All other significant expenditures will 
be brought to the membership at monthly meetings.

1) Meeting Locations:  Unless indicated normal base meetings are on the second Saturday of the month 
at American Legion Baden PA. The practice of holding one meeting per quarter at a location other than 
Baden PA will continue this year. Shipmates responsible for coordinating these meetings are listed.
a. February 14 - meeting at Kamin Science Center (Hamill)
b. March 7 - meeting at Baden American Legion (Hamill)
c. April 11 - meeting at VFW 191 Cannonsburg PA (Bookmiller/Underkoffler)
d. June 13 - meeting at American Legion Post 290 in Columbiana OH (Sutherin/Warren)
e. August 10 - meeting at American Legion Post 820 in Monroeville PA (Pellegrino)
f. October 17 - meeting at Golden Coral in Hermitage PA (Derr/Cochenour)

2) Parades/Memorials:
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a. March 14 - St Patrick’s Day Pittsburgh
b. April TBD - Commissioning of USS Idaho
c. May TBD - Fish Rodeo
d. May 24 - Memorial Service USS Requin
e. May 24 - Carnegie Parade
f. May 25 - Sewickley Parade
g. May 25 - Lawrenceville Parade
h. May 25 - Coraopolis Parade
i. July 4 - Canonsburg Parade
j. Sept 1 - Requin Birthday
k. Oct 10 - Columbus Day Parade
l. Oct TBD - Navy Ball
m. Nov 11- Veterans Day Parade

3) Additional Activities:
a. Yearly Picnic for 2026, date and location TBD

4) Appointed Committees:
a. Standing Committees:

1. Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) - Bob Meyer
2. Storekeeper - Nicotra
3. Chaplain - Vereb
4. Newsletter Editor - Vereb
5. COB/Historian - Meyer
6. Photographer - Flaugh
7. SVD Hard Copy - Metz
8. Holland Club Chair - Campisi
9. Asst. Holland Club - Geyer
10. Eagle Scout Chair - Greenwald
11. Technology - Hamill
12. Webmaster - Bookwalter
13. Awards Chairman - Dick Geyer
14. Public Affairs - Derr
15. Charitable Foundation - Halliday
16. Mush Morton - Hamill
17. Float/People Mover - Simon
18. Requin Base Scholarship - Bookmiller
19. Social Committee - Metz, Vereb
20. Master At Arms - Vacant
21. Requin Sailor Go-Between - Vacant

b. Committee reports were given.
5) Fund Raisers: Parades, candy sales, 40-40-20 raffle, Booster Club donations, small stores sales, 

challenge coin sales, calendars, etc.
6) Miscellaneous Topics:

a. Fund raising efforts
b. Endowment for retortion of USS Requin
c. Mush Morton Award status
d. Parade trailer status
e. Members where dues were waved or promised
f. Members dropped for base
g. Members on Eternal Patrol in 2025
h. Holland Club inductees
i. New members
j. Life Membership - National 93, Base 80

7) Discussion of Base matters.
a. Motion to pay Base dues for Gerard Endow was approve.
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CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
Hello, Shipmates.

In this column, I wanted to share some scripture I found about the virtue of patience.  Over the Christmas 
break and throughout the New Year, I was challenged in my personal life with circumstances that had me 
seemingly hanging by a thread.  And it was not just patience that helped me get through it - there was God.  
When it felt as if things were going off the rails, no matter what I did, I searched for peace and understanding 
to help push through to the other side.  And I made it through, just like that.  Kind of like how a kayaker 
blinks his eyes after going over an unplanned waterfall and survives.  

So I want to ask you to think about situations you've been in recently where your sanity (patience) was tried. 
Always remember you are never alone in your kayak.

Patience is a virtue that is often discussed in the Bible. In fact, patience is one of the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23. The Bible teaches that patience is an important aspect of our 
relationship with God and our relationships with others. One of the most well-known verses about 
patience is found in James 1:3-4, which says, "For you know that when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be 
perfect and complete, needing nothing."

The Bible also teaches us to be patient in our interactions with others. In Colossians 3:12-13, we are 
encouraged to "clothe ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience" when 
dealing with others. We are reminded to be patient with those who may be difficult or challenging to love. 

In His Service, 

Frank T. Vereb  

412-328-3390

fvereb2@gmail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at
https://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next 
USSVI meeting.

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

mailto:fvereb2@gmail.com
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SAY AGAIN?

UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS:

None. 

Going Active: A term used to describe a submariner that has had enough and is loudly voicing his 
displeasure.

Rubber Room: The act of hanging rubber insulating blankets on all electrically conductive surfaces when 
working inside a live electrical panel. 

A Bone in the Wind: A bad deal that has not yet been assigned to any one shipmate yet and could totally 
screw over anyone.

Base Meeting
Kamin Science Center
14 FEB 2026 @ 1230

Base Activities
• Base meeting on February 14, 2026, will be held at the Karmin 

Science Center.
• St. Patrick's Day Parade on March 14, 2026

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP
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FEATURED BOAT: USS Baton Rouge SSN-689
FEATURED BOAT

At 20:16 local time on 11 February 1992, while on patrol off Kildin Island near Severomorsk, Baton Rouge 
collided with the Russian Sierra-class attack submarine K-276 Kostroma. The United States Navy stated 
that the collision occurred more than 12 miles (22 km) from the shore, in international waters. Initially the 
U.S. Navy denied any damage suffered by Baton Rouge, but it was later disclosed that the boat suffered 
two cuts, as well as dents and scrapes. Kostroma was fully repaired by 29 June 1992 and continues in 
service to this day, while Baton Rouge was removed from service soon afterward. The Navy was looking to 
make cuts in all classes of vessels at the time. Baton Rouge was just unlucky enough to be 
decommissioned for this reason. 

This is recorded in Russian navy lore as a victory and the Kostroma crew painted the number "1" bordered 
by a star on the sail, as did Soviet submarines during World War II to indicate the number of their victories.

Ed: Yeah, right, better luck next time, Ivan!

(top right) Damage to the 
Russian submarine K-276 
Kostroma after colliding with 
Baton Rouge.
(right) Baton Rouge in dry dock 
at Mare Island.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Baton_Rouge
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The first ever waterborne removal of a submarine sonar dome at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in June 
1994 from the Baton Rouge (SSN-689). All pictures appeared in the 10 June 1994 issue of the 
shipyard's newspaper the "Grapevine". The first of four photos appears (top left).  Divers begin the 
process of removing the dome cone. (top right) Workers begin the process of separating the dome. 
(bottom left) The dome is separated and waters fill the interior section of the Baton Rouge (SSN-689).  
(bottom right) The dome is completely removed from the Baton Rouge (SSN-689) and is raised from 
the water.
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THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY
01/01/1943
USS Nautilus (SS 168) evacuated 29 civilians from Teop Island, Solomons. Also on this date, USS Porpoise 
(SS 172) attacked a Japanese convoy and sank the freighter Renzan Maru off northeastern coast of 
Honshu, Japan.

01/01/1944
USS Ray (SS 271) sinks a Japanese gunboat at the mouth of Ambon Bay, while USS Puffer (SS 268) 
attacks a Japanese convoy at the western entrance of the Mindanao Sea, sinking an army cargo ship. On 
the same day USS Herring (SS 233) attacks a Japanese convoy, sinking an aircraft transport ship 220 miles 
off Tokyo Bay.

01/02/1943
USS Argonaut (SM1) sinks the Japanese guard boat Ebon Maru in the Bismarck Sea.

01/02/1944
USS Finback (SS 230) sinks a Japanese merchant tanker in the East China Sea.

01/03/1909
USS Scorpion arrives to help the survivors of the Messina, Sicily earthquake. With the Great White Fleet 
making its way through the Suez Canal, President T. Roosevelt orders the U.S. Navy to assist.

01/03/1945
USS Kingfish (SS 234) attacks a Japanese convoy in the Bonin Islands sinking a Japanese army cargo ship 
and two freighters 200 miles north of Chichi Jima.

01/04/1943
USS Shad (SS 235) sinks German minesweeper M 4242 (ex-French trawler Odet II) in the Bay of Biscay.

01/04/1944
USS Bluefish (SS 222) and USS Rasher (SS 269) attack a Japanese convoy off French Indochina; Bluefish 
sinks a merchant tanker while Rasher damages another tanker. Also on this date USS Cabrilla (SS 288) 
sinks a Japanese freighter off Cape Padran, French Indochina while USS Tautog (SS 109) sinks a Japanese 
freighter off southern Honshu.

01/07/1945
Submarine Spot (SS 413) sinks the Japanese gunboat No.2 Nichiei Maru in the Inland Sea.

01/08/1983
Fast Attack Submarine USS City of Corpus Christi (SSN 705) is commissioned.

01/08/1994
Fast Attack Submarine USS Santa Fe (SSN 763) is commissioned.

01/09/1942
Submarine USS Pollack (SS 180) sinks the Japanese freighter Teian Maru (ex-Yugoslav Tomislav) 40 miles 
south-southwest of Inubo Saki, Japan.

01/09/1959
Non-strategic submarine Halibut (SSGN 587), launches. Redesignated an attack submarine in 1965, she 
serves until decommissioned in 1986.

SUB HISTORY
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01/09/1993
Fast Attack Submarine USS Springfield (SSN 761) is commissioned.

01/10/1943
Submarine Trigger (SS 237) sinks the Japanese destroyer Okikaze off Yokosuka, Japan.

01/101944
Submarines Seawolf (SS 197) and Steelhead (SS 280) attack a Japanese convoy about 70 miles north of 
Naha, Okinawa, sinking three ships, including one while in the middle of a typhoon.

01/12/1943
Submarine Guardfish (SS 217) sinks Japanese Patrol Boat No.1 about 10 miles southwest of the Tingwon 
Islands, located just southwest of the northern tip of New Hanover, Bismarck Archipelago.

01/14/1943
USS Gudgeon (SS 211) lands six men, 2,000 pounds of equipment and supplies on Negros Island for first 
resupply mission for a submarine.

01/14/1944
Five U.S. Navy submarines sink five different Japanese vessels in and around the Pacific Ocean. USS 
Albacore (SS 218) sinks Japanese destroyer Sazanami 300 miles off Yap; USS Scamp (SS 277) sinks the 
tanker Nippon Maru off Sorol Island; USS Guardfish (SS 217) sinks tanker Kenyo Maru southeast of Palau; 
USS Seawolf (SS 197) sinks tanker Yamazuru Maru off Okinawa, and USS Swordfish (SS 193) sinks 
transport Yamakuni Maru off Hachĳo Jima.

01/14/1945
USS Cobia (SS 245) sinks the Japanese minelayer Yurĳima off the east coast of Malaya.

01/15/1916
The submarine E-2 explodes at the New York Navy Yard because of escaping gases during an overhaul. 
The interior ship is severely damaged and four men are killed.

01/17/1943
Submarine USS Whale (SS 239) sinks the Japanese transport Heiyo Maru.

01/18/1942
Submarine USS Plunger (SS 179) sinks the Japanese freighter Eizan Maru (ex-Panamanian Aurora) off the 
mouth of Kii Strait, Honshu.

01/19/1943
USS Swordfish (SS 193) sinks army cargo ship Myoho Maru, which was part of the Japanese Solomons 
reinforcement convoy, while USS Greenling (SS 213) damages Japanese cargo ship north of Rabaul.

01/20/1944
USS Batfish (SS 310) and USS Gar (SS 206) attack Japanese convoys and sink transport Hidaka Maru 
south of Shiono Misaki and army cargo ship Koyo Maru about 50 miles south-southwest of Palau.

01/21/1943
Submarines USS Pollack (SS 180) and USS Gato (SS 212) attack and cause the sinking of two Japanese 
ships.

01/21/1954
The world's first nuclear submarine, USS Nautilus (SSN-571), is christened and launched at Groton, Conn.
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01/21/1961
USS George Washington (SSBN 598) completes the first operational voyage as a fleet ballistic missile 
submarine, staying submerged 66 days.

01/23/1943
Submarine USS Guardfish (SS 217) sinks the Japanese destroyer Hakaze off New Ireland.

01/24/1945
Submarine Blackfin (SS 322) sinks the Japanese destroyer Shigure in the Gulf of Siam.

01/24/1956
1956—USS Jallao (SS 368) becomes the first U.S. Navy submarine to transit the Suez Canal traveling from 
the Mediterranean to Massawa, Eritrea, Ethiopia.

01//25/1943
USS Shad (SS 235) encounters German blockade runners transporting ore in the Bay of Biscay. Shad fires 
on Nordfels, but the torpedo fails to explode, and Nordfels returns to Bilbao, Spain.

01/25/1945
USS Silversides (SS 236), despite the presence of auxiliary submarine chasers, sinks the Japanese army 
cargo ship Malay Maru off Kuro Jima.

01/26/1943
USS Wahoo (SS 238) sinks entire convoy of four Japanese supply ships north of New Guinea.

01/26/1944
USS Skipjack (SS 184) sinks the Japanese destroyer Suzukaze and the aircraft ferry Okitsu Maru in the 
Caroline Islands area. Also on this date, USS Hake (SS 256) sinks the Japanese auxiliary netlayer Shuko 
Maru off Ambon and USS Crevalle (SS 291) sinks the Japanese gunboat Busho Maru 175 miles southeast 
of Cape St. Jacques, French Indochina.

01/27/1942
Submarine USS Gudgeon (SS-211) becomes the first US Navy submarine to sink an enemy Japanese 
submarine in action during World War II.

01/28/1945
Submarine USS Spadefish (SS 411) attacks Japanese convoy west of Chuja Kundo, Korea and sinks escort 
vessel Kume and transport Sanuki Maru.

01/31/1945
USS Boarfish (SS 327) attacks Japanese HI 88 convoy and sinks freighter Enki Maru 50 miles southeast of 
Tourance, French Indochina. She also damages a cargo ship that runs aground and 14th Air Force aircraft 
destroys it the next day.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST
Switcheroos have marked the naming of Navy submarines 

for decades 
By Gary Warner

Published  26 DEC 2025

The USS Hyman G. Rickover is commissioned at Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, Conn., on Oct. 14, 2023. (John 
Narewski/U.S. Navy)

This month, a welder at a Virginia shipyard etched the keel plate of the USS Barb, the ceremonial birthing of 
a new submarine.

The Virginia-class fast attack submarine joins hundreds of Navy subs through history named after sea 
creatures. So will the next three on the construction list: the USS Tang, USS Wahoo and USS Silversides.

The names are throwbacks to an earlier time. Only one Navy submarine has been commissioned with the 
name of a sea creature since the USS Cavalla, named for a saltwater fish, in 1973.

Since 1862, federal law directs that the Secretary of Navy will choose the names of new ships, in 
consultation with the president and Congress. There are longstanding protocols: For decades, battleships 
were named for states, cruisers for cities and submarines for sea creatures.

But a 2012 congressional report outlining the protocols said one rule was above all others:

“A secretary’s discretion to make exceptions to ship-naming conventions is one of the Navy’s oldest ship-

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2025-12-26/navy-submarine-name-changes-20184754.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2025-12-26/navy-submarine-name-changes-20184754.html
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naming traditions,” the report said.

Nowhere has the naming protocol gone through as many variations as with submarines.

A Revolutionary War-era submersible was called “Turtle.” The Union experimented with a submersible 
named “Intelligent Whale” during the Civil War. Sea creature names were applied to submarines through two 
world wars and the first two decades of the Cold War. Sailors might serve on a fearsome sea creature, such 
as Barracuda, Stingray or Shark. Others pulled duty on what sounded like entrees on a wharf diner menu: 
Trout, Bass, Tuna and Cod.

In 1959, the Navy rolled out a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine. Instead of a fish, the first of its 
class was named the USS George Washington. The other four “boomer” nuclear missile boats bore the 
names of people from American military and wartime history: Patrick Henry, Theodore Roosevelt, Abraham 
Lincoln and, in a sign of a different time, Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

Attack subs retained fish names for another decade.

In 1969, the Navy was preparing to christen the USS Redfish when Rep. William H. Bates, a Massachusetts 
Republican and staunch Navy supporter, died. Navy Secretary John Chafee broke with tradition and named 
the attack submarine for the congressman.

What happened next drew unfavorable comment from the New York Times in 1985.

“Within the next few years, down the ways slid the Glenard P. Lipscomb, ranking minority member of the 
House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, the L. Mendel Rivers, chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee, and the Richard B. Russell, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee and ranking 
majority member of the Senate Armed Services Committee.”

It was the beginning of a shift that saw submarines increasingly named for cities, then states, with 
occasional persons thrown into the mix. The Navy built 62 Los Angeles-class nuclear attack submarines 
from 1976 to 1996, with all but one named after cities.

Adm. Hyman Rickover, the “father of the nuclear Navy,” accepted the politically expedient naming change. 
“Fish don’t vote,” he said.

Ironically, when Rickover retired in 1984, the future USS Providence was renamed the USS Hyman G. 
Rickover. It was the only Los Angeles-class submarine to break the naming protocol of American cities.

For fish-favoring traditionalists, there was hope for the future. As Cold War tensions ratcheted up in the 
1980s, the Navy announced it would build more than 25 new fast-attack submarines called the Seawolf 
class.

The collapse of the Soviet Union and congressional efforts to cut the post-Cold War defense budget led to 
the Seawolf program ending with just two more submarines, with only the first, the USS Seawolf, getting a 
sea creature name. The second was named the USS Connecticut. The third and final, the USS Jimmy 
Carter, was for the 39th President, who served under Rickover as a young submarine service officer.

By the time the renewed Russian military threat had the U.S. Navy ratcheting up construction of the new 
Virginia-class attack submarines in the late 1990s, the fish monikers were shelved.

Of the first 30 boats of its class christened, 28 are named for states. Boats named for former Navy Secretary 
and U.S. Sen. John Warner, and a new submarine named for Rickover, were the exceptions.

At the end of President Donald Trump’s first term, the Navy decided it was time bring back the sea creature 
names. Navy Secretary Kenneth Braithwaite chose the names of four World War II submarines that had 
some of the highest scores for sinking enemy ships: Barb, Tang, Wahoo and Silversides.
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The USS Seawolf fast-attack submarine makes its way through the Pacific Ocean in June 2021, along with carrier USS Carl 
Vinson and destroyer USS Dewey. Hovering above it is an MH-60R helicopter from the Carl Vinson. (Haydn N. Smith/U.S. Navy)

The switch was short-lived. When President Joe Biden was elected in 2020, new Navy Secretary Carlos Del 
Toro made a U-turn. He named a Virginia-class submarine the USS John H. Dalton, in honor of the Navy 
secretary under President Bill Clinton. Eight more were given place names associated with the Navy, 
including Potomac, Norfolk and Brooklyn.

Trump’s return to the White House has not yet manifested any new trend in submarine names. But with up 
to two Virginia-class boats to be built each year, Navy Secretary John Phelan will have a chance to make his 
own mark on the ever-shifting tradition of submarine names.
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Nuclear submarine arms race heats up between North and 
South Korea

By Se Eun Gong

Published 26 DEC 2025

In this undated photo provided Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025, by the North Korean government, its leader Kim Jong Un inspects a 
nuclear-powered submarine under construction at an undisclosed location in North Korea. Independent journalists were not given 
access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as 
provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" 
which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. AP/KCNA via KNS

SEOUL, South Korea — An arms race for nuclear-powered submarines is accelerating between North and 
South Korea amid shifts in the United States' security strategy in the region.

North Korea's state media revealed on Thursday a picture of what it called a "8,700-ton nuclear-powered 
strategic guided missile submarine." It's the first time North Korea disclosed the tonnage and the apparently 
completed hull of the submarine since it declared its pursuit for nuclear subs in 2021.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un said that the new vessel will help defend his country against "the negative 
security situation that has come as present reality," according to the country's state media. Kim criticized 
South Korea's plan to build its own nuclear subs as "an offensive act … that must be countered."

South Korea has moved quickly to build its own nuclear subs, since receiving President Trump's approval in 
October. A pan-government task force launched last week in Seoul, while the country's national security 
adviser Wi Sung-lac said South Korea will work on a pact for the U.S. to supply it with military-use nuclear 
fuel.

https://www.npr.org/2025/12/26/nx-s1-5658145/nuclear-submarine-north-and-south-korea
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/26/nx-s1-5658145/nuclear-submarine-north-and-south-korea
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/26/nx-s1-5658145/nuclear-submarine-north-and-south-korea
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The green light for South Korea's underwater ambitions came as the U.S. pushes its allies to shoulder more 
of their own security burden and spend more to beef up defense capabilities.

South Korea has sought to build nuclear subs for decades against North Korea's nuclear threats, which 
quickly expanded to the maritime sphere in recent years. In addition to making the nuclear-powered 
submarine, it has tested submarine-launched nuclear missiles and claimed to have developed a nuclear-
capable torpedo.

South Korea's defense minister, Ahn Gyu-back, said in October that conventional, diesel-powered subs 
"can't compete with nuclear subs North Korea is building in underwater endurance and speed."

U.S. expects subs to help counter China

The U.S. expects future South Korean nuclear subs to do more in the region than countering North Korea. 
Admiral Daryl Caudle, the chief of naval operations of the U.S. Navy, said during his visit in Seoul in 
November that it's "a natural expectation" that they be used "to meet our combined goals on what the United 
States considers to be our pacing threat, which is China."

South Korea President Lee Jae Myung appeared to make a nod to that expectation, with a rare mention of 
China during his October summit with Trump. "The limited underwater range of diesel submarines restricts 
our ability to track subs on the North Korean or Chinese side," he said.

In this undated photo provided Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025, by the North Korean government, its leader Kim Jong Un, third left, visits 
a shipyard as he inspects a nuclear-powered submarine under construction at an undisclosed location in North Korea. 
Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean 
government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on 
image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News 
Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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Yoon Sukjoon, a retired South Korean navy captain, tells NPR that it's a "given" that South Korean nuclear 
subs will operate in a wider underwater domain beyond the Korean Peninsula.

Yoon says the waters around the peninsula are too shallow for submarine operations. "But if the South 
Korean Navy expands its nuclear submarine operations to China," he says, "it can contribute some strategic 
deterrence against the Chinese Navy's threats in the Indo-Pacific."

But South Korea has been wary of suggesting military confrontation with China — its largest trading partner, 
as China also rapidly expands its navy. President Lee's office later said that his remarks to Trump "simply 
referred to submarines near our waters toward the direction of the North and China," not vessels belonging 
to certain countries.

The government's careful stance reflects the attitude of the South Korean public, of whom a majority says 
South Korea must remain neutral should a serious conflict erupt between the U.S. and China, according to a 
recent survey.

"Entry point toward a much bigger goal"

But South Korea — and Japan, which has signaled willingness to develop nuclear-powered submarines — 
is also concerned about China's growing sphere of influence and does not want to fall under it, says Kim 
Heungkyu, a political scientist and director of the China Policy Institute at Ajou University.

As the U.S. shifts its defense focus closer to home, he says, its allies are growing increasingly distrustful of 
its security commitment in Asia.

In a poll by the private think tank Asan Institute from March, less than half of Koreans said they believe the 
U.S. would respond with nuclear weapons if North Korea attacks the South with one. Meanwhile, a majority 
of South Koreans said they support nuclear armament, even at the cost of international sanctions or 
withdrawal of U.S. troops.

"In a new international order without the U.S. in the Western Pacific, South Korea needs a survival strategy 
based on nuclear weapons," says Kim. And, he adds, nuclear-powered submarines would allow the country 
an "entry point toward a much bigger goal" of nuclear armament.

The South Korean government, which is separately pursuing access to enriching uranium and reprocessing 
spent fuel in talks with the U.S., has denied that it wants to go nuclear. 

But Kim says the Trump administration is "pushing South Korea and Japan toward the direction of nuclear 
armament, whether it intends or not."
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Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the USS S-30 (SS-135) as she deploys on her 
seventh war patrol in the Pacific beginning 05 JUN 1943, scoring her first kill.  Will crew and equipment 
survive the enemy's vengeance?  In only 90 feet of water, where can a submarine run?  Find out the 
answers to these questions and many more in this issue of WAR PATROL!

WAR PATROL!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-30
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DmGOJ67CBQiaLbGCAfVl7q-O5h4pbCHK/edit
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