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FRONT MATTER

The USSVI Requin Base supports the National Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and

patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.”

TABLE OF CONTENTS MEETING INFORMATION

Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month,
normally at the Baden PA American Legion. Quarterly

meetings are held around our membership area.

TOLLING OF THE BOATS Our next meeting will be
SUBS COMMISSIONED 07 MAR 2026 @ 1230 hours
BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS... American Legion Post 641

COMMANDER’S CORNER

BASE LOCATION

American Legion Post 641

| § 271 State St
CHAPLAIN'S COLUMN Baden PA 15005

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP

MEETING MINUTES

MONTH IN REVIEW

FEATURED BOAT FROM THE EDITOR
Please send ideas for articles or copies of art-icles, with

SUB HISTORY full credit information to me for con-sideration of
submission in the SVD.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST .
We are a SUBMARINE group. As such, the art-icles should
WAR PATROL! be SUBMARINE or NAVY-related.

SUPPORTERS

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

https://www.requinbase.org/
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OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office

Officer

Phone

National Commander

Jon Jaques

615-893-7800

jjlaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander

Timothy Carlisle

925-812-4239

Timothybwecarlisle@gmail.com

Junior Vice Commander

Thomas Williams

512-632-9439

texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary

David Farrugia

813-951-1898

DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer

John Sidlovsky

757-328-9796

treasurer.ussvi.hrb@gmail.com

Past Commander

William Andrea

561-790-1287

wcandrea@bellsouth.net

Chaplain

James Sandman

615-975-4792

Jsandman85@gmail.com

Region Director NE

Jeffrey Walsh

860-449-2103

Neregiondir@yahoo.com

District Commander EN3

Thomas Denton

301-845-0049

gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office

Sharon Walsh

360-337-2978

ussvi@telebyte.net

USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

Office Officer Phone eMail

Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com
1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007@hotmail.com

2nd Vice Commander Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net
Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net

Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com

Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander

Hubert C. Dietrich

412-486-2635

hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com

Newsletter Editor

Frank T. Vereb

412-328-3390

fvereb2@agmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

Eagle Scout Chair

Eric Greenwald

412-770-7329

ericigreenwald@agmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com
Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com
USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com
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TOLLING OF THE BOATS

Tolling of the Boats for February

USS Scorpion (SS-278)
Lost on Feb 1,1943 with the loss of 77 officers and men in the East China Sea, on her 4th war patrol. It is
assumed she was sunk by a mine.

USS Barbel (SS-316)

Lost on Feb 4,1945 with the loss of 81 officers and men on her 4th war patrol. Based on Japanese records,
she was bombed near the southern entrance to the Palawan Passage. The day before, she reported she
survived 3 depth charge attacks.

USS Shark | (SS-174)
Lost on Feb 11,1942 with the loss of 59 officers and men on her 1st war patrol. Shark was the 1st US
submarine sunk by enemy surface craft in the Pacific. She was most likely sunk by depth charges.

USS Amberjack (SS-219)

Lost on Feb 16,1943 with the loss of 72 officers and men on her 3rd war patrol. Off Rabaul, she was
attacked by a Japanese patrol plane, attacked by a torpedo boat and then depth charged by a subchaser.
One additional man was killed earlier on the last patrol.

USS Grayback (SS-208)

Lost on Feb 26,1944 with the loss of 80 officers and men on her 10th war patrol. She appears to have been
caught on the surface in the East China Sea by a Japanese carrier plane whose bombs made a direct hit.
During this patrol she sank 4 ships totaling 21,594 tons and was tied for 11th in the number of ships sunk.

USS Trout (SS-202)

Lost on Feb 29,1944 with the loss of 81 officers and men on her 11th war patrol. She was sunk by escorts in
the middle of the Philippines Basin after sinking a passenger-cargoman and damaging another in a convoy.
She carried out several notable special missions, including carrying over two tons of gold bullion out of
Corregidor in February 1942.

On Eternal Patrol
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SUBS COMMISSIONED

c_'; Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life! ;—_7
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Submarines Commissioned During the Month of February

Boat Commissioned| Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
C-5 SS-16 2/2/1910 Wikipedia NavSource
Jimmy Carter SSN-23 2/19/2005 Wikipedia NavSource
E-1 SS-24 2/14/1912 Wikipedia NavSource
E-2 SS-25 2/14/1912 Wikipedia NavSource

G-2 SS8-27 2/6/1915 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
L-5 SS-44 2/17/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
M-1 SS-47 2/16/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
S-9 SS-114 2/21/1921 Wikipedia NavSource
S-14 SS-119 2/11/1921 Wikipedia NavSource

S-44 SS-155 2/16/1925 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Sargo SS-188 2/7/1939 Wikipedia NavSource
Grouper SS-214 2/12/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Cavalla SS-244 2/29/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Mingo SS-261 2/12/1943 Wikipedia NavSource

Tullibee SS-284 2/15/1943 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Balao SS-285 2/4/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Lancetfish SS-296 2/12/1945 Wikipedia NavSource

Shark SS-314 2/14/1944 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Carbonero SS-337 2/7/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Carp SS-338 2/28/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Cusk SS-348 2/5/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Loggerhead SS-374 2/9/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Piranha SS-389 2/5/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Plaice SS-390 2/12/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Pomfret SS-391 2/19/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Runner SS-476 2/6/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Conger SS-477 2/14/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Grenadier SS-525 2/10/1951 Wikipedia NavSource
Shark SSN-591 2/9/1961 Wikipedia NavSource
Theodore Roosevelt SSBN-600 2/13/1961 Wikipedia NavSource
Henry Clay SSBN-625 2/20/1964 Wikipedia NavSource
Aspro SSN-648 2/20/1969 Wikipedia NavSource
Hawkbill SSN-666 2/4/1971 Wikipedia NavSource
Finback SSN-670 2/4/1970 Wikipedia NavSource
Cavalla SSN-684 2/9/1973 Wikipedia NavSource
L. Mendel Rivers SSN-686 2/1/1975 Wikipedia NavSource
Georgia SSGN-729 2/11/1984 Wikipedia NavSource
Pasadena SSN-752 2/1/1989 Wikipedia NavSource
Jefferson City SSN-759 2/29/1992 Wikipedia NavSource
Toledo SSN-769 2/24/1995 Wikipedia NavSource
Greeneville SSN-772 2/6/1996 Wikipedia NavSource
South Dakota SSN-790 2/2/2019 Wikipedia NavSource
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BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS...

BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Bev Geyer J.B. Messer Al Regits IC2 (SS) 2/9/22
Edie Dietrich John Donnelly EN3 (SS) 2/23/21
Gerry Gaylor Hubert Brown TM3 (SS) 2/12/19
Robert K Kaufman CAPT 2/10/19
James S. Ross QM3 (SS) 2/12/18
Devere Pyatte Jr LT 2/27/15
Robert E. Vaughn CAPT 2/25/13
John J. Mills Sr. QM2(SS) 2/7/10
Richard R. Claypoole | FCS3(SS) 2/24/09
Chuck Dreer ETCM(SS) 2/10/09
MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Gregory Poole 3N Patricia Koppenhaver 3/1 | Sheila & Richard McCullough | 3/1
Gerard Ondo 3/2 Cathy Clark 3/9 Valerie & James Wendell 3/15
Lyle Farmer 3/3 Ashlee Amenti 3/10 Sherry & Charles Nixon 3/20
Edwin Derr 3/4 Christine Gaines 3/10
Reno Farina 3/4 Mary Bayne 3/15
Michael Pellegrino 3/4 Karen Lewis 317
Richard Elster 3/5 Diana Howton 3/19
John Bistolas 3/6 Vicky Smith 3/19
Thomas Clark 3/8 Jacqueline Hall 3/20
Mark Hoag 3/8 Carol Lyons 3/21
Eric Greenwald 3/10 Kimberly Swords 3/25
David Alters 3/11 Margaret Ashmore 3/27
Mike Allen 3/14 Laura Cherock 3/28
Larry Huntsman 3/15 Eloyse Dietrich 3/30
Gregory Bushko 3/18
Jeffrey Thompson 3/18
James Johnston 3/22
Thomas Calabrese 3/23
Thomas Weible 3/24
Michael Wyckoff 3/24
Steve Burelson 3/26
Robert Sampson 3/26
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Requin Base
Commanders Column
February 2026

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.

What a turn out we had at the Kamin Science Center. Bravo Zulu to Kamin Science Center Staff, Jason Brown, Brigitte
Szivos, Kaitlin McCoy, Ava Zende, Kyle Glaser, Maria Renzelli and all their staff for the AWESOME experience. This
was a meeting for the record books. Not only was the experience and information shared out of this world, but we had a
record setting number of 55 folks attending. I also must give a shout out to Scott Gerber from the Pocono Base who
came to our meeting. Scott is the chairman of the Museum Boat fund at the USSVCF. Not only is the USSVCF
donating, but they are also setting up a link on their site so that folks can donate to our endowment fund via the
USSVCEF donations page. Thank you, Scott, and USSVCF.

You may be asking yourself right now, what the heck is he talking about. Requin base has been working with the
science center to create an endowment to support the maintenance and operations of USS Requin SS-481.

Included in this month’s SVD is the endowment letter that explains what we are doing and how to donate. Please make
copies of this to give to others so that they may also help and please complete the form and get your donation in.

I would like to acknowledge the folks below for their support in the USS Requin Base endowment.

AL Post 106

Bob Meyers
Chuck Loskoch
D.L Tarosz

Dante Delia
Frank Nicotra
Huey Dietrich
Jack Sutherin
James Flaherty
Joe Campisi
John Bartolovitch
Lee Bookwalter
Lou Hamill

Mark Ostoich
Ron Reeg

Tim Rothwell
USS Requin Base
USSVCF

VFW Post 9199
VFW Post 9199 Aux
Vince Metz

We also have the annual Booster drive going. Included in this month’s SVD is the booster letter. Please make copies of
this to give to others so that they may also help and please complete the form and get your donation in.
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I would like to acknowledge the folks below for their support in the 2026 booster.

Organization / Person Level
American Legion Post 359 Silver
American Legion Post 490 Silver
American Legion Post 862 Silver
American Legion Post 902 Silver
C & R Roofing and Heating Silver
Jaison Rinker (State Farm) Shipmate
Joe Campisi Silver
Lee Bookwalter Silver
Lou Hamill Silver
Ralph Stroede Silver
Rick Elster Silver
VFW Post 1409 Silver
VFW Post 214 Silver

USS IDAHO Commissioning Date is set for April 25, 2026
To request a ticket go to

https://ussidahocommittee.org/commissioning-ticket-request

When you are filling out your ticket request make sure you select SUBVET (USSVI) and Requin in the Veteran Service
ORG section. This is how you will get an invitation to the events on Thursday.

You will get an email confirmation of your request.

Each person is responsible for obtaining their own lodging and travel. Several folks are already arranging ride and
lodging sharing.

Please let me know if you are attending.

Complete information on USS Idaho commissioning can be found at https://ussidahocommittee.org/

TOC 8 Steel Valley Dolphins  02/2026



Lou Hamill
Commander USE Requin Base
4984 Apple Ridge Drive, Alison Park PA 15101
itgeek8088 @gmail.com
412-445-3998
hitps:/irequinbase org

February 05, 2026

Dear Sir or Madam:

The United States Submarine Veterans of the "USS Requin Base" in Pittsburgh PA is sponsoring an
endowment to support the maintenance and operation of the USS Reguin S5-481 at the Kamin
Science Center. Our desire is that this fund will be inclusive of all veterans’ organizations and
individuals. Our goal is to raise a minimum of 530,000 this calendar year to ensure the fund is
*named” and invested for use. The fund can be contributed to at any time in the future.

With the help of our shipmates and supporters like you, USS Requin S5-481 will continue to be an
arfifact of history and science that young and old alike can leam from,

Your donation to this fund is tax deductibla,

An annual report on the status of the fund and how it was used will be available to all donors from
USS Requin Base.

Ve cannot do this alone, please consider becoming a member of the USS Requin Base endowment
fund. Personal presantations by Science Center staff and myself are available by request.

Send donations (check - made payable to Carnegle Institule) to:

Kamin Science Canier

ATTN: Kyle Glaser

1 Allegheny Ave

Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Respectfully

L

Lou Hamill
LSS Requin Base Commander

Please include the information below with your check.
Danor

Donor Address —_— ————

Donor email
Donor Phons

Amount
I Fund USS Requin Base
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Lou Hamill
Commander USS Requin Base
4984 Apple Ridge Drive, Allison Park PA 15101
itgeek8088@gmail.com
412-445-3998
hitps:/requinbase org

January 13, 2026

Daar Sir or Madam:

The United States Submarine Veterans of the "USS Requin Base® in Pittsburgh PA is having our
annual Booster Drive for 2026.

There are six giving levels: Shipmate: Less than $100.00, Silver: $100.00, Gold: $200.00, Platinum:
$300.00, Diamond: $400.00 and Nuclear: Greater than $500.00.

We are made up of submariners from sixteen (16) states, with the core of our base, from the Tri-State
area, We participate in community events and parades, with our float, "The Nautilus" and as needed,
a specially designed people mover for our shipmates that can’t walk the entire parade routa,

Our base activities include the "KAP(SS) 4 KID{SS)" program where we give honorary submarine
hats and certificates to boys and girls who have cancer or other medically challenging situations.

We are also involved with the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts who attain the rank of Eagle Scout or Goid
Award. We present the scout with a patch, ceriificate and a Requin Base challenge coin to honor
them in their accomplishment.

Every year on the Sunday bafore Memaorial Day onboard the USS Requin SS481, the Requin Base
cenducts a tolling of the boats memorial service to honor the memory of all submariners who lost their
lives in the line of duty. The Marine Detachment of the Three River Leather-Mecks and the VFW Post
9199 supply the color and honor guards for this ceremony.

Additionally, we support the crew and families of the USS Idaho S5N-7599.

With the help of our shipmates and supporters like you, we will be able to continue our programs and
hopefully add more. Please consider becoming a BOOSTER of the Requin Submarine Base for 2026.

Send Booster donation {check - made payable to Requin Base) to:

Lou Hamill - Commander USS Requin Base
4984 Apple Ridge Drive
Allison Park PA 15101

Respectfully

-, 4
-Ild b‘
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MEETING MINUTES

P
MEETING MINUTES
These are the minutes as recorded at the base meeting and are not edited or
moderated by the newsletter editor. You can address any issues or concerns in the
minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
February 14, 2026
Kamin Science Center Pittsburgh PA

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Mike Allen, Willard & Margaret Ashmore, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Don Bright, Dan Busby, Joe&
Jill Campisi, Ken Crosby, Huey Dietrich, Rick Flaugh, Eric Greenwald, Kyle Glaser, David, Jennifer & Son
Halliday, Lou Hamill, Jean Lemieux, Bill & Sandy Lindsey, Chuck & Nancy Loskoch, Vince, Samantha &
Emma Metz, Bob & Jude Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Mike Pellegrina, Ed Perlowitz, Maria Renzelli, Jim &
Sondra Schwarz, Scott Gerber, Chuck & Debby Shrump, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Jack, Karen & Grandkids
Sutherin, James Taylor, Jim & Guest Wiehagen, Ron, Marianne & Crew Zahner.

Shipmate Dick Geyer lead the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

Boats Lost:
USS SCORPION (SS 278)  February 1, 1943
USS BARBEL (SS 316) February 4, 1945
USS SHARK (SS 174) February 11, 1942

USS AMBERJACK (SS 219) February 16, 1943
USS GRAYBACK (SS 208)  February 27, 1944
USS TROUT (SS 202) February 28, 1944

We also honor our departed shipmate of the Requin Base lost in February; Al Regits, John Donnelly, Hurbert
Brown, Robert Kaufman, James Ross, Devere Pyatte, Robert Vaughn, John Mills, Chuck Dreer, Richard
Claypoole.

Finally let us remember all the brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard submarines,
some individually and some in groups, but where the submarine itself was not lost.

Shipmate Bill Lindsey gave the Invocation.

Quote Of The Day: “If your dream only includes you, it's too small” - Ava DuVernay

Requin History: February 1, 1969, Requin was towed to Florida where she served as a Naval Reserve
training ship. February 21, 1990 Senator John Hines introduced Senate Bill S2151 which allowed Requin to
be transferred as an exhibit at the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh PA.

Members introduced themselves and the boats they served on.

Jason Brown (Director Kamin Science Center) talked about plans for the USS Requin.
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Kyle Glaser talked about the set up of the Requin Endowment Fund.
National Charitable Foundation is donating $3000 to the Requin Endowment Fund.
The Requin Base is donating $5000 to the Requin Endowment Fund.

Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With
no objections, the minutes were approved as published.

Treasurer Lee Bookwalter did not report on base assets, expenditures, and deposits as we are away from
home port.

Other Reports:

Binnacle List: Beverly Geyer, Edie Dietrich

Eternal Patrol: J B Messer

Base membership stands at 182.

Storekeeper

Eagle Scouts

PA License Plates

Kap(SS)4Kids(SS)

Mush Morton awards

Charitable Foundation

Social Committee

Upcoming Events

Next Base meeting at American Legion Post 641 Baden PA on March 7.
March 14th, Veterans Day Parade Pittsburgh PA

USS Idaho commissioning will be April 25th in Groton CT.

Old Business:
None

New Business:

Revision to the Base By-Laws and creation of new Standing Rules, having been emailed to all base
members, were approved by the members present.

Good of The Order:

Booster efforts are in progress.
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Shipmate Bill Lindsey gave the Benediction.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting: American Legion Post 641 Baden PA at 1230 hours on March 7, 2026
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MONTH IN REVIEW
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Christian radio personality was a chaplain during the Great War
He was gassed on the front lines and warmed his son thal the
chaplaincy had one of the highest casualty rates among the
services in World War | The encmy could kill him-—and often
did—but he coubdw' kill the enemy because chaplains were nod
anmncd

Clark Poling was the voungest of these Four Men of God. His
first letter written to his father was written in large square block
printing and was addressed by hiz mother, The letter found the
elder Poling in February of 1918, m & dugout on the Westemn
Front. The letter read: “Diear Daddy. Gee, T wish I was where
vou are. Love, Clark.” And in exactly twenty-five years, the
eager litlle boy received his wish. He married a girl named
Beity and they had one Litthe boy, called Corky. A little girl was
born in the spring after the Devrcfester went down in Febmuary

When war came along, he did not want to go as a Chaplamn. -1
can carry a gun as well as the next puy,” he told his father. “I'm
not going o hide behind the Church in some safe office out of
the firing line,” Hul he became a Chaplain just the same
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Just before he sailed, he visited his father and smd, “Dad,
Dad—you know how much confidence 1 have in vour prayers,
but Dad, | don't want vou to pray for my safé return—that
wnul_dn'll be fair Many will not return and 1o ask God for
special family Favors wouldn' be fair, Mo Drad, don't prav fior
my safe return—just peay that | shall do my duty and some-
thing more.  pray that | shall never be g coward Pruy that [
shall have the strength and courage and understanding of men,
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“SPEND A SPECIAL EVENING HONORING
TWO GREAT COMMANDERS”

NATIONAL COMMANDER
DAN K. WILEY

& DEPARTMENT COMMANDER
PATRICK LOVE

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026
Baden Post 641, 271 State St, Baden, Pa. 15005 724-869-7179

CASH BAR: 5:00 P.M DINNER: 6:00 P.M.
P ———— e e e e e ————

DONATION FOR TICKETS: $40.00 EACH

DINNER TICKETS DEADLINE FOR TICKETS: 1 MARCH 2026

Buffet Dinner: Roast Beef, Chicken Romano, English Style Cod, Strawberry Salad,
Vegetables, Pittsburgh Cookie Table.

NAME: POST #: DISTRICT:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE., ZIP:

NUMBER OF TICKETS: CHECK ENCLOSED:
Mo tickets will be mailed.

AD BOOKLET DEADLINE FOR ADS: 1 MARCH 2026

Inside Front Cover: $250 Inside Back Cover: $250  Back Cover: $300
Full Page: $100 % Page: $50 % Page: $30 Business card: $25

NAME: POST #: DISTRICT:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:
AD SIZE: CHECK ENCLOSED:

SEND DINNER REQUESTS, ADS & CHECKS TO: Da Not Staple Ads

BADEN POST G641 HOTEL: HILTON GARDEN INN
ATTN: National Cmdr Dinner 9600 University Blvd
271 STATE ST Moon Twp, PA 15108
BADEN, PA 15005 1-B00-266-3306
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CHAPLAIN'S COLUMN

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

Hello, Shipmates.

This month | attended the 4 Chaplains Memorial Ceremony at the Green Tree Fire Hall. It is always held
the first Sunday in February and centers around the story of 4 US Army clergyman onboard a ship that was
torpedoed during World War 2. | am attaching in the pages that follow a copy of that story as told on
armyhistory.org. It is only a small sample of the heartbreaking, yet inspiring, account of these Men of God
who laid down their lives so that others may survive.

American Legion District 36 sponsors this Memorial locally, complete with readings from representatives
of the various faiths, a guest speaker, and the breaking of bread together. | encourage all of you to mark
your calendars in advance for the first Sunday of February in 2027.

As you read the heroic tale of the 4 Chaplains, | ask you to imagine yourself on that ship, USAT Dorchester,
on the same fateful night in February of 1943. Imagine jumping into the icy North Atlantic after the

torpedoes from a stealthy U-Boat slammed into the side of the Dorchester and sent her to the deep,
inexorably.

Now, imagine doing it without a life jacket. Because you gave it to a shipmate.

Matthew 10:39 - He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

In His Service,
Frank T. Vereb
412-328-3390

fvereb2@amail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at

https://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next USSVI meeting.
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No Greater Glory: The Four Chaplains and the Sinking of the USAT Dorchester
By: Command Sergeant Major James H. Clifford, USA-Ret.

In the early morning hours of 3 February 1943, First Sergeant Michael Warish nearly gave up hope as he
floated helplessly in the freezing waters of the North Atlantic. Just minutes earlier, he and the almost 900
others aboard the USAT Dorchester were near safe waters when a German torpedo slammed into the engine
room. Soon, the Dorchester began to slip under the waves.

Warish accepted his fate, fully aware that life expectancy in these cold waters was about twenty minutes.
Surrounded by hundreds of his equally doomed shipmates, the blinking red lights of their life preservers
reminded him of Christmas lights. Other than a burning sensation in his throat from swallowing oil-fouled salt
water and some minor pain from wounds suffered when the torpedo hit, he mostly felt numb.

Resigned to losing consciousness and freezing to death shortly thereafter, his thoughts turned to the
courageous and selfless acts of the four Army chaplains he witnessed just before abandoning ship. These
four chaplains, according to Warish and other eyewitnesses, remained calm during the panic following the
attack, first distributing life preservers and assisting others to abandon ship, then giving up their own life
preservers and coming together in prayer as the ship disappeared beneath the surface.

The story of these four chaplains, a Catholic, a Jew, and two Protestants, stands out among the countless
stories of commitment and bravery that make up the pantheon of the U.S. Army, as one of the finest examples
of courage to God, man, and country. Each, John P. Washington, Alexander D. Goode, George L. Fox, and
Clarke V. Poling, was drawn by the tragedy at Pearl Harbor to the armed forces. Each wanted more than
anything else to serve God by ministering to men on the battlefield. Each felt great disappointment at being
relegated to service in a rear area, in this case the airfields and installations of Greenland. Yet, each, when
the moment came, did not hesitate to put others before self, courageously offering a tenuous chance of
survival with the full knowledge of the consequences.

Though the chaplains had vastly different backgrounds, their similar experiences brought them together on
the deck of the Dorchester. Each was tested at a young age and came to the realization that his would be a
life of service to God and man. John P. Washington, born in Newark, New Jersey, on 18 July 1908, was eldest
of seven children. He was the product tough of Irish neighborhoods, where he almost lost his sight to a BB
gun accident, nearly died of fever, and then lost his sister Mary to a sudden illness. By the age of seven, John
was on the path to the priesthood. After attending Catholic elementary and high schools, he entered the
seminary in Darlington, New Jersey, and was ordained on 15 June 1935.

After short stints in two parishes, he moved to St. Stephen’s in Arlington, New Jersey. Father Washington was
initially turned down by the Navy after Pearl Harbor because of his poor eyesight. Disappointed but not
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defeated, Washington went to the Army. This time, when it came to the eye test, he covered up his bad eye
both times when reading the eye chart, correctly assuming that the doctors would be too busy to pay much
attention. He hoped that God would forgive his subterfuge.

il | \ laplaln A i | 1
an Wi i

In May 1942 Father Washington left for training at Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. After a month, he was
posted to Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. Eager to serve overseas, he applied for a transfer. In a letter to
Army Headquarters dated 23 September 1942, he wrote, “Once more may | ask you to consider my
application for overseas duty. If | am being too fresh in requesting it, then slap me down.” The requests finally
worked when, in November 1942, he was transferred to Camp Myles Standish in Taunton, Massachusetts, to
await overseas deployment. There he met fellow Chaplains Fox, Goode, and Poling.

Alexander D. Goode was born on 10 May 1911, the son of a rabbi. When he was young, his parents divorced.
He went to Eastern High School in Washington, DC, where he earned medals in tennis, swimming, and track,
and was an excellent student. From his earliest days, he planned to follow in his father’s footsteps as a rabbi.
He earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Cincinnati in 1934, followed by a degree from the
Hebrew Union College in 1937. Virtually penniless as a college student during the Great Depression,
Alexander contemplated quitting school and giving up on his dream to become a rabbi, but he believed that it
was God’s plan for him to pursue a religious vocation. For much of his youth, he served in the National Guard
to help make ends meet. In 1935, he and his childhood sweetheart, Theresa Flax, daughter of a rabbi and
niece of the singer and motion picture star Al Jolson, were married. His first assignment as a rabbi was in
Marion, Indiana. Later, he moved to the Beth Israel synagogue of York, Pennsylvania, where he excelled in
ecumenicalism, crossing the divide between religions.

In January 1941, the Navy turned down Rabbi Goode’s application to become a chaplain, but the Army Air
Forces accepted him after Pearl Harbor. After training at the Harvard Chaplain School, along with classmates
Fox and Poling, he was assigned to Seymour Johnson Field in Goldsboro, North Carolina, where he served
until October 1942. In November 1942, he was reassigned to Camp Myles Standish.

George L. Fox was born on 15 March 1900 in Lewiston, Pennsylvania, and grew up in Altoona in a Catholic
family. His rough childhood under the tyranny of an abusive father shaped him. Determined to escape, he
enlisted to serve in World War | before finishing high school. He also abandoned Catholicism due to his
inability to reconcile the church’s teachings with the abuse he received at home and a desire to leave his past
behind. His gallant service in the Great War as a medic earned him the Silver Star, several Purple Hearts, and
French Croix de Guerre.

At the end of World War |, Fox held several jobs before entering Moody Bible Institute in lllinois in 1923.
Before graduation, he became an itinerant Methodist minister. While holding a student pastorate in Downs,
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lllinois, he entered lllinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, graduating with his Bachelor’s degree in 1929.
While holding another student pastorate in Rye, New Hampshire, Fox enrolled in the Boston University School
of Theology, graduating with a Sacrae Theologiae Baccalaureus (Bachelor of Sacred Theology) and was
ordained a Methodist minister on 10 June 1934. He assumed the pastorate of a church in Waits River, soon
moved on to Union Village, then Gillman, all in Vermont. By this time, he was married and had a son; a
daughter followed in 1936. While in Vermont he joined the American Legion and would become state chaplain
and historian.

As with the other chaplains, Pearl Harbor drew him back to the military. In July 1942, he was appointed as an
Army chaplain and returned to active duty at the age of forty-two on 8 August, the same day that his son Wyatt
entered the Marine Corps. After training at Harvard, he joined the 411th Coast Artillery Battalion (Antiaircraft-
Gun) at Camp Davis, North Carolina, until he was ordered to Camp Myles Standish.

Clark V. Poling was born into a prominent family that had produced six generations of ministers. His father
was a well-known radio evangelist and religious newspaper editor. Born on 7 August 1910, Poling was
educated in Massachusetts and New York. In high school, he played football and was student body president.
There was never any doubt that he would become the seventh generation of his family to enter the ministry.

After studying at Hope College in Michigan and Rutgers University in New Jersey, he entered Yale University’s
School of Divinity, after which he was ordained a minister in the Reformed Church of America. His initial
posting was at the First Church of Christ in New London, Connecticut, for a short time until he became pastor
of the First Reformed Church in Schenectady, New York.

When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, Reverend Poling volunteered to become a chaplain. Before departing for
the service, his father, Dr. Daniel A. Poling, reminded him of the high casualty rate of chaplains in World War
|. The younger Poling downplayed the danger, confident that God’s will was to keep him safe while he served
others. He was appointed a U. S. Army Chaplain in 10 June 1942 and reported to the 131st Quartermaster
Truck Regiment at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, on 25 June. Later he went on to Harvard and then to Camp
Myles Standish. In November 1942, the four chaplains were all together for the first time.

The Dorchester was as austere and dank as any of the tubs ferrying troops to and from the war zone across
the North Atlantic—a suitable venue for one to suffer the dreaded anxiety of an uncertain future in war or to
blissfully contemplate the safety, comforts, and familial joy of home.

Originally commissioned the SS Dorchester on 20 March 1926, it was one of three identical vessels built by
the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company for the Merchants and Miners Transportation
Company. As a cruise ship, it plied a regular coastal route between Miami and Boston with its crew of ninety
and up to 314 passengers. She weighed in at 5,649 tons, was 368 feet long by 52 feet wide, with a 19 foot
draft.
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With war looming, the U.S. government requisitioned the Dorchester and had the Atlantic, Gulf and West
Indies Steamship Company in New York convert her into a troop transport. Stripped of its original cruise ship
luxuries, the USAT Dorchester was oultfitted to carry 750 troops, with a complement of 130 crew and twenty-
three Navy armed guards.

On 29 January 1943, the Dorchester departed St. John’s, Newfoundland, for its fifth north Atlantic voyage,
hitting bad weather almost as soon as it entered open water. In addition to the Dorchester, the freighters
Biscaya and Lutz, escorted by U. S. Coast Guard cutters USCGC Tampa, USCGC Escanaba, and USCGC
Comanche comprised convoy SG 19. lts passengers included 597 soldiers and 171 civilians bound for
airbases in Greenland. In its holds were one thousand tons of equipment, food, and cargo. Merchant Marine
Captain Hans Danielsen skippered the ship while Army Captain Preston S. Krecker, Jr., commanded the
troops. First Sergeant Warish was the senior noncommissioned officer aboard.

Warish, as the ship’s first sergeant, warranted a stateroom. As he was settling in, Father Washington, his next
door neighbor, paid him a visit. As a lapsed Catholic, he was ambivalent about making the acquaintance of
the priest but recognized the value of having chaplains on board during the perilous voyage. After exchanging
small talk, Warish excused himself to inspect the ship.

While on his rounds, he observed the chaplains in a “football huddle” engaged in an animated discussion.
Seeing Warish, they asked for his help in getting the message out about religious services and plans for an
amateur talent contest, which they hoped would serve as a useful diversion for the troops who had nothing to
do except worry while transiting through “Torpedo Junction,” as the stretch of dangerous waters was known.

Despite heavy security, there were few secrets in St. John’s. German authorities had become aware that
convoy SG-19 was bound for Greenland, so four U-Boats took up stations along its route. One of those was
U-233, on her maiden voyage, commanded by twenty-six-year-old Lieutenant Commander Karl-Jirg Wachter.
In the fog and darkness of 3 February, U-233 floated on the surface as Wachter, binoculars raised to his eyes,
studied the dark silhouettes of SG-19 passing in the distance.

Earlier, U-233 survived a depth charge attack brought about by the sonar indications of the escorts. When
submerged, U-boats could be detected by sonar, but when on the surface, the escorts were blind to their
presence because they lacked radar. As a result, Wachter used that advantage, along with the haze and
darkness, to keep pace with the convoy.

All the ships of SG-19 knew that a U-boat was in the area. The evening before Captain Danielsen of the
Dorchester announced over the ship’s public address system, “Now here this: This concerns every soldier.
Now here this: Every soldier is ordered to sleep in his clothes and life jacket. Repeat, this is an order! We
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have a submarine following us...If we make it through the night, in the morning we will have air protection from
Blue West One, which is the code name for the air base in Greenland, and of course, we will have protection
until we reach port.”

After the Dorchester slipped beneath the waves on 3 February 1943, the
USCGC Escanaba and other Coast Guard vessels rescued dozens of survivors

from the doomed Army troopship. (US. Coast Guard History Otfice)

Between the known presence of a submarine and the rough weather that necessitated cancelling the talent
show, there would be little sleeping on the Dorchester that night. The weather abated enough within a few
hours that the chaplains quickly threw together an impromptu party in the main mess area. Many of the
soldiers attended, remaining until about 2330. First Sergeant Warish skipped the party, choosing instead to
share the hardship of soldiers assigned to lookout positions out on the open deck in the thirty-six-degree
weather.

The chaplains bid good night to the men by reminding them of Captain Danielsen’s warning about wearing all
their clothes, including boots and gloves, along with life jackets to bed. After the party, three of the chaplains
made the rounds of the ship in an attempt to raise men’s spirits. Meanwhile, Father Washington said mass in
the mess area that was attended by men of many faiths.

Earlier that night, Captain Krecker had called his men together in the hold. He repeated Captain Danielsen’s
earlier warning. “This will be the most dangerous part of our mission,” he said. “We’re coming through the
storm and now we’re in calm waters. And they can really spot us out here.” He finished with the admonition
to wear life jackets, telling the men that they were not in a “beauty contest.”

As the clock ticked past midnight, many began to breathe easier with the knowledge that they were near safe
waters and would soon be under an umbrella of protection from Greenland-based planes. Warish was making
the rounds among the troops. Aboard U-233, torpedo man Erich Passler prepared to fire three torpedoes.
Within minutes, the three deadly fish were in the water heading toward the shadow creeping past at a distance
of 1,000 yards.

Warish had just looked at his watch when, at approximately 0055 hours, one of the torpedoes ripped into the
Dorchester’s starboard side. The ensuing explosion rent a hole near the engine room from below the
waterline to the top deck. The lights went out, steam pipes split, and bunks collapsed like cards one on top of
another. The sounds of screaming and the smell of gunpowder and ammonia filled the air. The initial
explosion killed dozens outright, and a wave of cold water entering the ship quickly drowned dozens more.
Nearly one-third those aboard died in the first moments of the disaster.
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Men, many of whom had disobeyed Captain Danielsen’s orders to wear their clothes and life preservers,
wandered through the darkened and mangled passageways searching for their clothes. Warish lay trapped
under some bunks that pinned his leg to the deck. Within a minute, the ship listed thirty degrees to starboard.
Panicked men rushed topside, but many never made it through blocked passageways. Others were
overcome by ammonia fumes. Those who did emerge into the freezing night faced tough choices. Several
life boats could not be deployed due to the Dorchester’s dramatic list. Many others were so fouled by ice that
they could not be freed before the ship went under.

In the middle of the confusion on deck was Roy Summers, a Navy gunner stationed on the Dorchester. A few
months earlier, he had survived the sinking of the Dorchester’s sister ship, the Chatham, and he believed that
he would survive this attack. Resigned to abandoning ship, he ran aft toward the stern, but thought better of
it when he realized that jumping there would bring certain death from the still turning propellers, which had
already breached the surface and claimed the lives of several who had already jumped. Turning around, he
witnessed two of the chaplains handing out life vests and assisting soldiers as they slid down ropes to the sea
below. One hysterical soldier grabbed a chaplain as if to choke him. Summers wrestled the soldier away
from the chaplain and watched the soldier run down the deck toward the rising water and probably to his
death. Summers then climbed over the railing and went down a rope into the ocean.

to thie Founr iplains’ next of K 1 18 January 1961 at Fort Myer, Virginia
v Secretary of the Army Wilber M. Brucker. (ULS. Army Chaplain Muoseum)

Elsewhere on the top deck, Father Washington gave absolution to soldiers as they went over the side. Private
First Class Charles Macli, a former professional boxer, unsuccessfully urged Washington to go over the side
with the men. Instead, Chaplain Washington remained aboard as Macli slid into the cold water. Another
soldier, Walter Miller, saw knots of men in seemingly catatonic states bunched against the railings of the listing
ship. Too afraid to jump into the sea, they awaited the inevitability of being swallowed by it. Over the din, he
heard a terror-filled plaintive voice repeating, “I can’t find my life jacket.” Turning toward that voice, Miller
clearly heard Chaplain Fox say, “Here’s one, soldier.” Then Miller withessed Fox remove his life jacket and
put it on the soldier. At the same time, Navy Lieutenant John Mahoney cursed himself for leaving his gloves
in his quarters. Chaplain Goode stopped him from returning for the gloves, saying, “Don’t bother Mahoney. |
have another pair. You can have these.” Goode then removed the gloves from his hands and gave them to
Mahoney. Mahoney later realized that a man preparing to abandon ship probably would not carry a second
pair of gloves.

Many of the survivors reported similar encounters with one or more of the chaplains. They seemed to be
everywhere on the deck until the very end. Many survivors reported that the four chaplains locked arms and
prayed in unison as the ship sank. Whether this part is accurate is unimportant, for the truth is that these four
Army chaplains sacrificed themselves for the soldiers and the God that they served.
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First Sergeant Warish freed himself after a ten-minute struggle. He dragged himself through the passageways
and over the side in time to see the Dorchester sink below the waves just twenty-five minutes after being
struck by the torpedo. After some confusion, the Coast Guard began rescue operations, saving 230 of the
nearly 900 aboard and losing one Coast Guardsman in the process.

In the aftermath of the disaster, the story of the Four Chaplains garnered popular notice. Many thought that
they should be awarded the Medal of Honor. Instead, on 19 December 1944, they were each awarded the
Purple Heart and the Distinguished Service Cross. In 1948, the U.S. Post Service issued a commemorative
stamp in their honor, and Congress designated 3 February as “Four Chaplains Day.” Twelve years later,
Congress created the Four Chaplains’ Medal, which was presented to their survivors by Secretary of the Army
Wilber M. Brucker on 18 January 1961 at Fort Myer, Virginia.

Today, one can find memorials to the Four Chaplains all across the nation. Several organizations exist to
further their memory, including the Chapel of the Four Chaplains in Philadelphia and the Immortal Chaplains
Foundation in Minnesota. Chapels, bridges, memorials, and plaques honoring the Four Chaplains are found
in so many locations, including a stained glass window in the Pentagon, that it is impossible to list them all
here.

First Sergeant Warish was rescued. He recovered from his injuries enough to continue serving the Army,
although he suffered chronic pain for the rest of his life. He rose to the rank of sergeant major before retiring
in 1963. In 2002, he was injured in a car accident and for the remaining year of his life he could only move
with the help of a walker. He died in September 2003.

U-233 escaped after firing the fatal torpedo. About a year later, it was sunk by British destroyers with the loss
of most of its crew. One survivor, Kurt Rosser, was interned in a Mississippi prisoner of war camp, where he
picked cotton and sandbagged levees against flooding. In 2000, the Immortal Chaplains Foundation brought
him and the U-233 first officer, Gerhard Buske, to Washington, DC. There they attended memorial
ceremonies, toured the Holocaust Museum, and visited with Theresa Goode Kaplan, widow of Chaplain
Goode, who reluctantly accepted the visitors’ expressions of respect for her husband and regret for her
suffering. Four years later, Buske spoke at the foundation’s sixtieth-anniversary ceremony, saying, “we ought
to love when others hate...we can bring faith where doubt threatens; we can awaken hope where despair
exists; we can light up a light where darkness reigns; we can bring joy where sorrow dominates.” Those
words, as well as any, represent the lessons of the Four Chaplains
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SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP

2 SAY AGAIN?

Rig for Brown: A subtle code given to alert those nearby that said shipmate has broken wind in close
proximity to others, affording them ample time to tuck their noses into their t-shirts for filtration.

Piss Break: A temporary watch relief meant to afford the watchstander a chance to take a head break,
which often morphs into a snack break, smoke break, whatever. This maneuver is especially useful against
NUBs or the newly qualifieed.

Watch Relief: That magical time period when your 6-hour obligation is up and you patiently wait for the next
poor schlub to arrive and take over your responsibilites.

. UPCOMING EVENTS
Base Meeting Base Activities
American Legion Post 641 « March 14th, Veterans Day Parade Pittsburgh PA
07 MAR 2026 @ 1230 * USS Idaho commissioning will be April 25th in Groton CT

MEMBERSHIP

Primary: 154 Mational Life: g5 Holland Club: o5
Secondary; 12 Baze Life: Fi Wi 1
Associate: 16 Joined Base Last Year: G Eternal Fatrol: 4
Total Members: 182  Joined Base This Year: 0
NEW MEMBERS:
None.
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FEATURED BOAT

FEATURED BOAT:

. * The fourth of our submarines lost in the Solomons-Bismarck area in the early part of 1943, TRITON, commanded by
LCDR George K. MacKenzie, Jr., left Brisbane on 16 February 1943 to begin her sixth patrol in that area. She hunted for traffic
between Rabaul and Shortland Basin on her way north, and began to patrol the equator between 154° 00'E and 156° 00'E, on 23
February.

She reported on 26 February of having seen smoke on 22 February, and that she obtained evidence of enemy radar on Buka.
Moving westward, she patrolled areas northwest of SNAPPER and southeast of TRIGGER from 26 February to 6 March, when she
left her area to attack a convoy in TRIGGER's area. Her report on 7 March, amended by another 8 March, stated that the convoy
had been composed of 5 ships and 1 DD escort. She reported their speed and course and the fact that she had sunk two AK's of
the convoy and damaged another, claiming 3 hits out of 6 torpedoes fired at noon 6 March. A circular torpedo run forced her
deep, where she was depth charged by the destroyer. She had later tried two night attacks, one dawn attack, and one afternoon
attack, all without success, and was returning to her area at the time she sent the message. About eight hours after this message
came, TRITON transmitted another telling of another night attack on a convoy. She claimed 5 hits of 8 torpedoes fired, and,
although she could not observe results due to gunfire and attack by the escorting destroyer, she believed two more freighters to
be sunk.

The last word received from TRITON came on 11 March 1943 when she reported, "Two groups of smokes, 5 or more ships each,
plus escorts. . . Am chasing". She was ordered to stay south of the Equator, and was informed of the area (an adjacent one)
assigned TRIGGER.

On the morning of 13 March TRITON was told that three enemy destroyers had been sighted at 02° 00'S, 145° 44'Eon a
northerly course. She was informed that they were probably on a submarine hunt or were a convoy cover and had missed
contact.

TRITON, on 16 March, was ordered to change her area slightly to the east. TUNA and GREENLING were placed in adjacent areas
(to the south and west, respectively) on 22 March, and all were to disregard areas when on the chase, and to avoid when
encountering a submarine. TRITON was told to clear her area on 25 March 1943, and return to Brisbane. When she failed to
make her report of position, new results, and estimated time of arrival when it was expected, she was ordered to do so. No
report was received and she was reported as lost on 10 April 1943.
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Information available now that the war is over shows that TRITON was, without a doubt, sunk by the enemy destroyers of which
she was given information on 13 March. Enemy reports show that these ships made an attack on 15 March at 00° 09'N, 144°
55'E. This position was slightly north and west of TRITON's area, but she undoubtedly left her area to attack the destroyers or the
convoy they were escorting. The report of the attack by the destroyers leaves little doubt as to whether a kill was made, since
they saw "a great quantity of oil, pieces of wood, cork, and manufactured goods bearing the mark ‘Made in U. S. A'." In addition,
TRIGGER, in whose area this attack occurred, reported that on 15 March she made two attacks on a convoy of five freighters
with two escorts at 00° 00'N, 145° 00'E. At this time she was depth charged, but not seriously, and she heard distant depth
charging for an hour after the escorts had stopped attacking her. Since she was only about ten miles from the reported Japanese
attack cited above, it is presumed that she heard the attack, which sank TRITON. Apparently by this time the destroyers had
joined their convoy.

TRITON was a most active and valuable member of the Submarine Force prior to her loss. In total, she is credited with sinking 16
ships, totaling 64,600 tons, and damaging 4 ships, of 29,200 total tons. Her first patrol, conducted around Wake Island, resulted
in no damage to the enemy, but her second, in the northern part of the East China Sea, was very productive. In ten days she sank
two freighters and damaged a freighter-transport and another freighter. She went back to the East China Sea for her third patrol,
and again was most successful. She sank a trawler, two freighters, a freighter-transport, two sampans, and a submarine. The
latter was 1-164, and was torpedoed south of Kyushu on 17 May. TRITON's fourth patrol was made in the Aleutians. During it, she
is credited with sinking two escort type vessels.

On her fifth patrol, TRITON went into the Solomons area. She sank a tanker and two freighters, in addition damaging a tanker of
10,200 tons and a freighter. She was credited with having sunk two medium freighters on her last patrol.
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History

¥ =— United States

Builder

Laid down
Launched

Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery,
Maine! !

5 July 19397

25 March 1940'")

Commissioned 15 August 194017

Fate

Sunk by Japanese destroyers off the
Admiralty Islands, 15 March 19431

.

General characteristics

Class & type

Displacement

Length
Beam
raft

Propulsion

= . Endurance

Test depth
Complement

Armament

34

Tambor class diesel-electric

submarinel?]

1,475 long tons (1,499 1) standard,
surfaced™!

2,370 tons (2,408 t) submerged™!

307 ft 2 in (93.62 m)I”!

27 £ 3in (8.31 m)”!

141t 7% in (4.458 m)?!

4 x Fairbanks-Morse Model 38D8-%
9-cylinder opposed piston diesel

engines driving electrical
generators!#IP]

2 x 126-cell Sargo batteriest®

4 x high-speed General Electric
electric motors with reduction gearst!

two propellers’
5,400 shp (4.0 MW) surfaced!
2,740 shp (2.0 MW) submerged!”

20.4 knots (38 km/h) surfaced"!

8.75 knots (16 km/h) submerged"’

11,000 nautical miles (20,000 km) at

10 knots (19 km/h),”! fuel capacity

93,993 US gal (355,800 L) to

96,365 US gal (364,780 L) fuel oill’]

48 hours at 2 knots (3.7 km/h)

submerged:™! patrol endurance, up to

75 days’®!

250 ft (76 m)*!

6 officers, 54 enlisted”!

10 x 21 inch (533 mm) torpedo tubes
(6 forward, 4 aft; 24 Mark 14
torpedoes or up to 40 mines)®!

one 3 in (76 mm)/20 caliber deck gun

2 x 30 cal (7.62 mm) machineguns®!
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T0C

WSS Tritom (55-201)
Name

Aldrich, Ralpn E.
Ashion, Thomas E., |r.
Ballow, William E.
Barnes, Frank K.
Barton, Edward |.
Basso, Louis D
Booth, Raymond
Bowoth, William L.
Boyd, Stephen 5.
Bruderer, Werner L.
Bush, Arlyn

iChiristy, Frederic H.
Clement, Virgil C.
Coley, Henry B,
Cooper, |ack W.
iCotton, Clarence
Crutcnfield, ).R.
Dabney, |ohn D.
Dotson, Leonard Do
Eichrnamn, John H.
Fedorchak, |oseph
Fields, Hoyt 5.
Fielitz, Ray D

Ford, George
George, Donald R
Grooms, Bert |.
Hale, Donald E.
Haill, Donowan G
Harbold, Robert L.
Harmion, Flowd R.
Herstich, Martin L., Jr.
Hobbs, Lee H.

Hogg |esse T..|r.
Hollard, Chede Jr.
Holguist, Donald E
Howie, Gilbert ., |r.
Isam, Lymaon L.

Rate

EM3
CEM

51
CTM

i}

CFC
EMm2
Miohh1

5C2

51
Miohh1
51
CC=td
LT

Qc3
EM1
LT-X0
Miohh1
EM3
M2
T3
M2
Pribd1

51
Chlizhimg
51

51

T
EM3
GM3
Mok
Chlizhimg
RT1

MName

Jones, Marsn

Klekotka, Alexander |r.
Klimosewski, jJohn P
Landers, Charles W.
Larkins, Walter H.
Lawler, John W.

Lines, Waleer E

Long Percy E.
MacKenzie, George K., Jr.
Martin, William B., Jr.
McCalop, Herman T.
McClure, Kenneth G.
McKenzie, Llowd €.
IMeads, |ack

Mixson, Russell B.
Oiheey, Russell B.
CSullivan, C. D
Ortersen, Roy O

Page, Robert E

Parks, E.5.. |r.

Pesler. Willie L.
Petrun, John

Poymeer, Charles F
Rass, Burnel C.
Schlaecker, Harry R,
Schneider, Leonard M.
Severance, Edwin 5t John
Shannon, jJonn F
Shepherd, Laurance
Sorensen, Karl E. F
Thompsan, Thomas C.
Trowtzridge, Raymmond E.
Wam Roosen, Hugh .
Wisnich, George

‘Ward, William A.
White, Ferguscn B.
Wycoff, Donald E
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Rate
COmM
Mok
Mok
Mohih1
EM1

F3
MokiMZ
TMZ
LCDR-CO
51

AT

51

TH1
RMZ

51

¥2

LG
Th1
RM3
LG

MoMM2
RM1

51

TM1

F2
CMohM
F2

F1

LT

EM1
EM2
LT]G
SM2
MoMM1
QM2
MoMM2
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SUB HISTORY

eSO THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY

USS Plunger (SS-2), the lead ship of the Plunger-class submarine, launches. She is commissioned Sept.
19, 1903, at the Holland Company yard at New Suffolk, Long Island, N.Y. Ensign Chester W. Nimitz is the
submarines final commander when Plunger is decommissioned Nov. 6, 1909 at the Charleston Navy
Shipyard.

02/01/1944
Three US Navy submarines, Guardfish (SS 217), Hake (SS 256) and Seahorse (SS 304), attack Japanese
convoys, sinking a destroyer, cargo ship and another vessel.

02/02/1942
USS Seadragon (SS 194) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Tamagawa Maru.

02/03/1944
USS Tambor (SS 198) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks Goyu Maru and merchant tanker Ariake Maru
about 200 miles southeast of Shanghai.

02/04/1942

While the battle for Bataan rages throughout the night, USS Trout (SS-202) loads 20 tons of gold bars and
18 tons of silver coins as ballast to replace the weight of ammunition they had just delivered to US and
Philippine forces in Manila.

02/05/1944

USS Flasher (SS 249) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Taishin Maru off Mindoro. Also on this date, USS
Narwhal (SS 167) lands 45 tons of ammunition and cargo to support Filipino guerrilla operations at Libertad,
Panay, Philippines.

02/06/1945

U.S. Navy submarine USS Pampanito (SS 383) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks merchant tanker
Engen Maru about 200 miles northeast of Singapore. Also on this date, USS Spadefish (SS 411) sinks
Japanese merchant passenger-cargo ship Shohei Maru off Port Arthur, Korea.

02/07/1943

USS Growler (SS 215) fights a desperate night battle with the Japanese supply ship Hayasaki, during which
the boat's commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. Howard W. Gilmore, rams the enemy ship, badly bending Growler's
bow. Wounded by machine gun fire and unable to go below, Gilmore gives the order "Take her down!"
sacrificing himself so his submarine could dive to safety. For his "distinguished gallantry and valor" on this
occasion and earlier in the patrol, he is posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor and promoted one rank.

02/07/1945

USS Bergall (SS 320) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks Coast Defense Vessel No. 53 off Cam Ranh
Bay. USS Guavina (SS 362) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks merchant tanker Taigyo Maru, off Saigon,
French Indochina while USS Parche (SS 384) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Okinoyama Maru in Tokara
Retto.

02/08/1942
A Japanese destroyer sinks after being torpedoed by Navy submarine S37 (SS 142) the day before off
Makassar.

02/08/1943
USS Snook (SS 279) attacks a Japanese convoy off the west coast of Kyushu and sinks the transport Lima
Maru and survives depth charges about 30 miles southeast of Goto Retto.
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02/09/1960
USS Sargo (SSN 583) becomes the third submarine to surface through the ice at the North Pole.

02/10/1943
USS Pickerel (SS 177) sinks Japanese freighter Amari Maru off Sanriku.

02/10/1944
USS Pogy (SS 266) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks destroyer Minekaze and freighter Malta Maru 85
miles north-northeast of Formosa.

02/10/1945
U.S. Navy submarine USS Batfish (SS 310) sinks three enemy submarines from Feb. 10-13.

02/11/1944
USS Gudgeon (SS 211) sinks Japanese freighter Satsuma Maru that was previously damaged by Chinese
B-25s off Wenchow, China.

02/12/1945
USS Hawkbill (SS 366) sinks the small Japanese cargo vessel Kisaragi Maru and the two large boats she is
towing, at Lombok Strait, N.E.I.

02/12/1947
The first launch of a guided missile, the Loon, takes place on board USS Cusk (SS 348).

02/13/1945

USS Sennet (SS 408) is damaged by gunfire of Japanese gunboat (No.8 Kotoshiro Maru or No.3 Showa
Maru), east of Tanega Shima, but then Sennett sinks No.8 Kotoshiro Maru after it had been shelled by USS
Lagarto (SS 371) and USS Haddock (SS 231). Haddock then sinks No.3 Showa Maru, which had already
been shelled by Lagarto and Sennett.

02/14/1945
USS Gato (SS 212) sinks Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.9 in the Yellow Sea and USS Hawkbill (SS
366) sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 4 and Cha 114 in the Java Sea.

02/15/1943
USS Gato (SS 212) sinks Japanese stores ship Suruga Maru in Bougainville Strait and USS Pickerel (SS
177) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks cargo vessel Tateyama Maru off the east coast of Honshu.

02/16/1944
USS Skate (SS 305) sinks the Japanese light cruiser Agano as she deploys from Truk, Caroline Islands.

02/20/1945
USS Pargo (SS 264) sinks Japanese destroyer Kokaze off Cape Varella, French Indochina and survives
counter-attack by destroyer Kamikaze, which had been steaming in company with Nokaze during the attack.

02/21/1942
USS Triton (SS 201) sinks Japanese merchant cargo vessel Shokyu Maru in the East China Sea, 60 miles
south of Quelpart Island.

02/22/1945

USS Becuna (SS 319) sinks Japanese merchant tanker Nichiyoku Maru off Cape Padaran Bay despite the
presence of two escort vessels.
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02/24/1945
USS Lagarto (SS 371) sinks Japanese submarine | 371 and freighter Tatsumomo Maru off Bungo Strait,
Kyushu.

02/25/1944

USS Hoe (SS 258) attacks a Japanese convoy at the mouth of Davao Gulf, sinking the fleet tanker Nissho
Maru and damaging the fleet tanker Kyokuto Maru, while USS Rasher (SS 269) sinks Japanese army cargo
ship Ryusei Maru and freighter Tango Maru off the north coast of Bali.

02/27/1944
Three US Navy submarines sink three Japanese cargo ships: Grayback (SS 208) sinks Ceylon Maru in the
East China Sea; Cod (SS 244) sinks Taisoku Maru west of Halmahera while Trout (SS 202) sinks Aki Maru.

02/27/1945

Submarine USS Scabbardfish (SS 397) sinks Japanese guardboat No. 6 Kikau Maru, 100 miles northeast of
Keelung, Formosa, while USS Blenny (SS 324) attacks a Japanese convoy off French Indochina and sinks
merchant tanker Amato Maru off Cape Padaran.

02/27/2017
The Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Albuquerque (SSN 706) is decommissioned after 33
years of service during a ceremony held at Keyport Undersea Museum.

02/28/1944

USS Balao (SS 285) and USS Sand Lance (SS 381) sink Japanese army cargo ship Akiura Maru, transport
Shoho Maru about 90 miles northwest of Manokawari, New Guinea and transport Kaiko Maru just east of
Musashi Wan, off Paramushir, Kurils.

02/29/1992
Fast Attack Submarine USS Jefferson City (SSN 759) is commissioned.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST

- ARTICLES OF INTEREST

eneral Dynamics Testing N ubmarine Launchec
Mine Warfare Drone

By Aaron-Matthew Lariosa

Published 02 FEB 2026

The MEDUSA pratetyps operating off the coast of Massachusetts during recent fest ng, General Dynarmecs Msson Sysiems phota

General Dynamics is progressing with the development of MEDUSA: An unmanned underwater
vehicle (UUV) that is set to equip U.S. Navy submarines with a long-range offensive mine warfare
capability.

Known as the Mining Expendable Delivery Unmanned Submarine Asset (MEDUSA), work on this
expendable drone was highlighted by the American defense firm earlier this month. The prototype system
was revealed to have completed test trials off Massachusetts during recent testing, according to a company
press release.

General Dynamics was contracted to design and produce MEDUSA prototypes in 2024 following the U.S.
Navy’s demand for a maritime system capable of conducting long-range offensive mining operations.

The service’s request for the capability comes amid an increasingly large and capable People’s Liberation
Army Navy, which currently outnumbers the U.S. Navy in surface combatants. Offensive mining could prove
crucial in a conflict in the Indo-Pacific against China, particularly over Taiwan. Work on Orca, Boeing-
designed extra-large unmanned underwater vehicle, was initially prompted by a joint emergent operational
need for an underwater mining platform over a decade ago.

“The cutting-edge unmanned system is carefully designed to meet the U.S. Navy’s stringent requirements
for an advanced maritime mining system while also offering the flexibility to host additional payloads and
capabilities,” read a General Dynamics press release.

According to General Dynamics, MEDUSA “can be safely deployed from a submarine” and is designed to be

an expendable system. Work on the subsurface drone has focused on its propulsion, navigation and what
the company described as “specialized autonomy behaviors.”
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While the company did not provide any comments on the MEDUSA program at the Surface Navy
Association’s 38th annual symposium, its work on the Hammerhead mine was also highlighted alongside the
unmanned mining system. Hammerhead is a moored encapsulated torpedo mine designed for use against
submarines.

American nuclear attack boats have deployed and recovered unmanned underwater vehicles from their
launch tubes for the first time last year. The service claimed that the initial deployment of these underwater
drones from USS Delaware (SSN 791) would be the beginning of a string of autonomous and robotic
enhancements to the fleet’'s submarine force worldwide.

Previous contract details stipulated that the selected offeror of MEDUSA will deliver four prototypes to the
U.S. Navy.

Alongside mining, submarines have been elevated as a crucial capability in the event of a potential conflict
between Washington and Beijing. The U.S. Navy is set to deploy a new torpedo delivery system aboard its
attack boats this year. According to the service’s fiscal year 2026 budget documentation, the Revolver Multi-
Payload program will enable American nuclear attack boats to salvo at least a dozen torpedoes at a time.
Future work is set to cover the launch of unmanned assets.
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Rare photos of 2 Navy submarines operating together off
Guam draw attention

By Joseph Ditzler

Published 12 FEB 2026

Fast-attack submarines USS Annapolis, left, and USS Asheville steam in formation off the coast of Guam, Dec. 17, 2025. (James
Caliva/U.S. Navy)

Two U.S. Navy fast-attack submarines surfacing side by side off Guam — a rare sight for vessels designed
to remain unseen — has drawn attention online and prompted discussion about undersea signaling in the
Indo-Pacific.

The Los Angeles-class submarines USS Asheville and USS Annapolis were photographed cruising together
on Dec. 17, according to images posted Monday on the Defense Visual Information Distribution System.

The submarines are among five assigned to Squadron 15 at Polaris Point, Naval Base Guam.

“‘Renowned for their unparalleled speed, endurance, stealth, and mobility, fast-attack submarines serve as
the backbone of the Navy’s submarine force,” the service said in a description accompanying the images,
noting their role in safeguarding maritime interests worldwide.

The Pacific Fleet Submarine Force in Hawaii did not respond to email and phone requests for comment this
week.

Official images of two submarines operating together and released publicly are uncommon, and online

defense analysts quickly seized on them.
capable torpedo.
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S ‘_.._. *_ T :
Fast-attack submarines USS Annapolis, top, and USS Asheville steam in formation off the coast of Guam, Dec. 17, 2025. (Bryan
Mai/U.S. Navy)

Global Defense News/Army Recognition Group, a Belgian website, described the photos’ release as “more
than a public affairs moment,” in an unsigned analysis on its website Tuesday.

“It captures a deliberately uncommon posture for platforms built to stay unseen, and it offers a window into
how the U.S. Navy is using Guam-based undersea forces to signal readiness in a region where warning
times are shrinking,” the analysis said.

“Operationally, it hints at surge depth: not one submarine on station, but multiple hulls available from a
forward hub,” the analysis added.

Fast-attack submarines are designed to hunt enemy submarines and surface ships, strike targets ashore
with Tomahawk cruise missiles, deploy special operations forces and gather intelligence, according to the
Navy.

The images emerged amid heightened military activity across the Indo-Pacific.

A photograph of two submarines cruising together may be a rare event, but its lacks the scale of Chinese
aircraft warships circling Australia or U.S. Navy warships passing through the Taiwan Strait, said Benjamin
Blandin, a research fellow with the Yokosuka Council on Asia Pacific Studies.

The United States and China both “have engaged in a series of strategic signaling to show strength and test

the other ones’ response,” he told Stars and Stripes by email Wednesday. “So, for me, this has nothing out
of the ordinary and is actually far from provocative.”
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Fast-attack submarines USS Annapolis, bottom, and USS Asheville steam in formation off the coast of Guam, Dec. 17, 2025.
(James Caliva/U.S. Navy)

The submarine images may carry a clear deterrent message, said lan Chong, an associate professor of
political science at the National University of Singapore.

The photos “intend to demonstrate that the United States remains militarily committed to the Indo-Pacific
and would like to discourage any actor who may wish to engage in military activity Washington considers to
be against its interests,” he said by email Wednesday.

“This demonstration of force occurs in the backdrop of increasing and intensifying [Chinese] military activity
around Japan, Taiwan, the Philippines, and elsewhere in the South China Sea,” Chong wrote.
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US congressional report explores option of not delivering
any Aukus nuclear submarines to Australia

By Ben Doherty

Published 04 FEB 2026

A new United States congressional report openly contemplates not selling any nuclear submarines to
Australia — as promised under the Aukus agreement — because America wants to retain control of the
submarines for a potential conflict with China over Taiwan.

The report by the US Congressional Research Service, Congress’s policy research arm, posits an alternative
“military division of labour” under which the submarines earmarked for sale to Australia are instead retained
under US command to be sailed out of Australian bases.

One of the arguments made against the US selling submarines to Australia is that Australia has refused to
commit to supporting America in a conflict with China over Taiwan. Boats under US command could be
deployed into that conflict.

The report, released on 26 January, cites statements from the Australian defence minister, Richard Marles,
and the chief of navy that Australia would make “no promises ... that Australia would support the United
States” in the event of war with China over Taiwan.

“Selling three to five Virginia-class SSNs [nuclear-powered general-purpose attack submarines] to Australia
would thus convert those SSNs from boats that would be available for use in a US-China crisis or conflict into
boats that might not be available for use in a US-China crisis or conflict,” the report argues.

“This could weaken rather than strengthen deterrence and warfighting capability in connection with a US-
China crisis or conflict.”

Under the existing Aukus “optimal pathway’, Australia will first buy between three and five Virginia-class
nuclear-powered conventionally armed submarines, the first in 2032.

Following that, the first of eight Australian-built Aukus submarines, based on a UK design, is slated to be in
the water “in the early 2040s”.

But the Congressional Research report describes an alternative “military division of labour”, under which the
US would not sell any Virginia-class submarines to Australia.

The boats not sold to Australia “would instead be retained in US Navy service and operated out of Australia”
alongside US and UK attack submarines already planned to rotate through Australian bases.

The report speculated Australia could use the money saved to invest on other defence capabilities, even using
those capabilities as a subordinate force in support of US missions.

“Australia, instead of using funds to purchase, build, operate, and maintain its own SSNs, would instead invest
those funds in other military capabilities — such as ... long-range anti-ship missiles, drones, loitering munitions,
B-21 long-range bombers ... or systems for defending Australia against attack ... so as to create an Australian
capacity for performing other missions, including non-SSN military missions for both Australia and the United
States.”

The report also raises cybersecurity concerns, noting that “hackers linked to China” are “highly active” in
attempting to penetrate Australian government and contractors’ computers.

It argues that sharing nuclear submarine technology with another country “would increase the attack surface,
meaning the number of potential digital and physical entry points that China, Russia, or some other country
could attempt to penetrate to gain access to that technology”.

The debate over whether the US should sell boats to Australia is also grounded in ongoing concern over low
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rates of shipbuilding in the US: the country’s shipyards are failing to build enough submarines to supply
America’s own navy, let alone build boats for Australia.

For the past 15 years, the US Navy has ordered boats at a rate of two a year, but its shipyards have never
met that build rate “and since 2022 has been limited to about 1.1 to 1.2 boats per year, resulting in a growing
backlog of boats procured but not yet built”.

The US fleet currently has only three-quarters of the submarines it needs (49 boats of a force-level goal of 66).
Shipyards need to build Virginia-class submarines at a rate of two a year to meet America’s own needs, and
to lift that to 2.33 boats a year in order to be able to supply submarines to Australia.

Legislation passed by the US Congress prohibits the sale of any submarine to Australia if the US needs it for
its own fleet. The US commander-in-chief — the president of the day — must certify that America relinquishing
a submarine “will not degrade the United States undersea capabilities”.

What is Aukus pillar one?

Pillar one of the Australia-UK-US (Aukus) agreement involves Australia being given the technology to
command its own fleet of conventionally armed, nuclear-powered submarines. There are two stages:

* First, Australia will buy between three and five Virginia-class nuclear-powered submarines from the US, the
first of these in 2032. But before any boat can be sold to Australia, the US commander-in-chief — the president
of the day — must certify that the US relinquishing a submarine will not diminish its navy’s undersea capability.
The US submarine fleet now has only three-quarters of the submarines it needs (49 boats of a force-level goal
of 66). And there are significant concerns the US cannot build enough submarines for its own needs, let alone
any for Australia.

» Second, by the “late 2030s”, according to the "optimal pathway" outlined in Australia’s submarine industry
strategy, the UK will launch the first specifically designed and built Aukus submarine for Britain’s Royal Navy.
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The first Australian-built Aukus submarine, for the Royal Australian Navy, will be in the water “in the early
2040s”. Australia will build up to eight Aukus boats, with the final vessels launched in the 2060s.

Each of Australia’s nuclear submarines is forecast to have a working life of about three decades. Australia will
be responsible for securing and storing the nuclear waste from its submarines - including high-level nuclear
waste and spent fuel (a weapons proliferation risk) - for thousands of years.

Aukus is forecast to cost Australia up to A$368bn to the mid-2050s.

The report argues that Australia’s strict nuclear non-proliferation laws could also weaken US submarine force
projection under the current Aukus plan.

Australian officials have consistently told US counterparts that, in adherence to Australia’s commitments as a
non-nuclear weapon state under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Australia’s attack
submarines can only ever be armed with conventional weapons.

“Selling three to five Virginia-class SSNs to Australia would thus convert those SSNs from boats that could in
the future be armed with the US nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise missile with an aim of enhancing
deterrence,” the report states.

The report — authored by Ronald O’Rourke, an analyst for naval affairs in the Congressional Research Service
for more than four decades — also makes the case for retaining the current Aukus arrangement.

It argues that selling Virginia-class boats would send “a strong signal to China of the collective determination
of the United States and Australia, along with the UK, to counter China’s military modernisation effort”.

“The fact that the United States has never before sold a complete SSN to another country — not even the UK
— would underscore the depth of this determination, and thus the strength of the deterrent signal it would
send.”

It was also argued that selling nuclear-powered submarines would accelerate the establishment of an
Australian submarine fleet “and thereby present China much sooner with a second allied decision-making
centre — along with the United States — for attack submarine operations in the Indo-Pacific.

“This would enhance deterrence of potential Chinese aggression in the Indo-Pacific by complicating Chinese
military planning.”

The report says selling Virginia-class boats to Australia would be comparable to assistance the US gave to
the UK and France in the 20th century in establishing their nuclear submarine fleets and nuclear weapon
arsenals.

Previous Congressional Research Service reports have flagged the possibility of no submarines being
available to sell to Australia, but Australia has previously rejected contemplation of any “division of labour” in
lieu of acquiring submarines.

The Guardian has approached Australia’s defence minister, Richard Marles, for comment.
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WAR PATROL!

VAR PATROL!

Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the USS S-31 (SS-136) as she engages the enemy
on her fifth war patrol in the Pacific beginning 02 OCT 1942 . Read as the Commander skillfully guides his
vessel through reef after reef while escaping numerous bottomings. Check it out in this issue of WAR
PATROL!

"

.-.-:-h‘ - -
= .. ) ) General characteristics
—— ' Class & type S-class submanne
MName LSS 5-34 Displacement  &54 long lons (888 1) surfaced
Builder Linion 1ron Works, 1,052 long tons (1,079 1)

San Francisco, California submerged
Laid down 13 April 1918 Length 219 ft 3 in (66,83 m)
Launched 28 December 1918 .. 201t 8 in (8.30 m)
Sponsored by Mrs. George A Walker i FlT I e

Lo Speed 145 Enots (16,7 mph; 26.3 Kmi)
Commissioned 11 May 1822 e
Recommissioned 8 March 1923 submerged
Decommissioned 7 December 1937 Complement 42 officers and men
Armament 124 in (102 mm)is0 deck gun

Recommissioned 15 Seplember 1940
Decommissionad 19 Oclober 1945

4 x 21 inch (533 mm) lorpedo lubes

Stricken 1 NovemBber 1945 Service record
Fate Z0id May 1546 Cperations Wioad \ar il
Scrapped July 1947 Victories 1 battle star
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CONFIDENTIAL .,

Subject: U.5.5. 5-31 - Report of Fifth var Patrol

————— -l---.p---—u-—-—-—-—------p — am o SR am S Wm omm

PROLOGUE, = Arrived DUTCH HARBOR on September 28, 1942, from Fourth
W Pntrol. Conmecnced rofit on September 28, 1942, by Subnarine Base
personnel nesisted by ship's forse, Corpletod refit on Octobar 12,
1942. Noroml repnirs{ no eltérntiond, V.5.2. 8-3L TAR motor-gonerator
instellod; ours installed in U.8.8. 5=32. %Yesdiness for sad ol
Oetober 13, 1942, not deperrned or wiped. Yo trainine noricd. .

1. NARRATIVE -

]
[

Detober 13, 1942 (W) =
 Ufderwey singly on patrol riesion in ncetrdnrnee C.T.C.
g.5 Operntion order 23=,2 of Dotober 13, 19L2. Mission

to patrol aren X jntorcepting, ~ttacking and
destroying cnemy Torces encountorcd. 190C Clenred
ARUTAN PASS. : :

Detober 1k, 1942 (X) :
0702 linde trim dive; sontinuing to arcn; S8 rough,
wind fron North.

Qetober 15, 194 2 (Y]
0608 Made dawn dive. Frcreiséd crew at criepscnew
drills and strtlons submerged. ; )

getober 16, 1942 (Y) 2
0530 'nde dnvn dive. wxercised arew nt cOeTAsncy Arills

and bottlc stations submergsd. 1ade bntile surface;
fired five (5) rounds fron L"/50 gun; fired one pAm
gach Tron Thoopson gubmnchine suns Nyrovnine Tifle and
lewis machine gun. (See paragranph 10 for casunlty dur=
ing Tiring) 1215 Roeelved word that 2 gnomy ODa Are
headed this way, probably to rendezvous with a Maru in
lower KISKA == and ==. CACHALOT in that area but probi-
kly subnorged closc in and not cognizant of situntion.
liy course and speed should intercept in loweT KISKL
—= nround 2200 tonite if ilnTu not picked up by DUs.
1,00 Received word DS heading for lorth of BOODLE ,
Zigzogeing at high speed - tough luek, we¢ might have
mnde contact.
1500 Crossed 180th meridian. commenced zigzaseing of
surface during daylight hours for durrtion of patrol.

October 18, 1942 (1) :
0538 lade dawn dive. "asszed point 63, héading for aref.
Beecived word Army planes got the 2 DNs.

October 19, 1ZL2 (14)
0618 Hnde dawn dive. 1725 llade evenins dive. TWill enter
area tonorrowW Ped.

octeber 20, 1942 (L) '
0528 Made dawn dive. Entered arecna; commenced patrolling

at 2/3 speod on ome_gngine, surfnce Pﬁﬁﬁ%éﬁEﬁﬁsfﬂin?ﬁr-
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¥.3.5. 5-31 - Roport of Fifth War Patrol.
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October 21, 1942

October 22, 19i2

age of possible eneny s8pecds and coursces appsars to
bte on east-wast patrol line. 1713 liade wvenlng dive.

(L) s
0527 ladz éawn divs. 1710 ilade even:.irp diva.
‘laather sxcellant for surface jatrol.

(L)

0527 Made dawn dive. 1500 Recelwsd . T 0. BEh

: ; dirceting us racesd to P LiTU-EHIBRU,
1530 cfc/ to 2679, botlh enriiss shaad 2/3. A1l
ad.{usa specd to be off SuL UIUTO by davm the 2iLth
(L. 1727 l=ds svealing divs, 1000 Demartad arsa,
{E] slztins tank ocut of comniscion (sce paragraph

Cetobar 24, 1942(L)

Detober 24, 1942

G540 lade dava 4ivs. Ly patrol Plan =t ’rasant 1s
ag ralliws: Arpive off eazt easst F..ll. Sind at
dzwn 24th{L) conduct submerged petrol n neishbors
hood ~f Wit..lIR4F0 JUIDO tryiog to ascertein 1,
Io. 57T LaBafls Wall is departura polnt of chany shlps
for JLIUTIAN ARSa, attacking and destroy any such
shipning ercountered; tharcafter nroce=dlng south-

tiard zlons tha siore line, ragonnoitering IU3ASEL

Yal, thenes sastward and northwerd to KUOTIZA 1A om
camt coast of PLAiSUOIRU. Will galntain patrol
until fuel consideration or axpendituss af torpedoea
dictates ruturna to basa. Destroyed cortain regis-
tuer:d publications in zeeardancs vith SUBPACFLT Conf.
1tr, 1-42 of January 18, 19i2. 1720 l.ade cevening
dive. 2100 Inersisced spausd ©o standosd lo Jrder to
arrive off HIC.SEIRJINO SUIDC by detin. Savs erew

lgeture on hat to da if taken prisoncrs ru*{i hiod.
"seutilo saip . 2440 satarod arca .

()
Apparcntly ay tontatlive patrol plap is satisiac=
tory; inturespted 5-32 sayinr good hont-

inr, on sast e033T P ldUSTIRG fron 0IG.ofim.I'i0
TIID0 to ;ML .SHI iall. wlso received C.T.G. Bo% .
POTEH 1.Y. Dastroyed 5.0.i.. gnd abtonfient publica-
ti-ns. 0450 1ad.s gulek dive om CcoUrss Z500T. Con-
ducting submerged notrol off HIG..HIS.J0 S0ID0.
“ater.d battery. Depth Control difflcult; pale
bloring f£roiy S.W. Ho shi>ping sirhted. 1740 Sur-
foeod on course 260°T. Full noon. Position dovbtful.
sipated rosfs on port bo., distance d'nila cfe to
right. Slghted .iors roefs on port b.an; efe to

e

-2 ENCLOSTRE "Cv
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CONFIDENTIAL

Subjact:

U.S8.8. 831 - Ruport of Fifth Var Patrol.

T R A R F—--————_—-FH——-'--—-—-----&——

Qetabur

October z

contaict

o

ran

right. Apnarently /o surfaccd in HIZ.SITR.ITJ0 =0U1D0 on=-
trance; S5.%. galc sat us to porthuard asre thae wo had
allouved. This denonstrat-s th: absolutc nicaszity for a
fathonstor, Howevar, patrol todiy covered both north-
a-at and southssst asproachcs to HIGLWSHIBL'JO TIDO,

1942 (1)
Secccived C.T.0. 8.5 "DEEP IILIT". 0504 Hade guiclk dirve.
Patrolled area UISHIB.UIO SUIDO to T.IlIoI Tail. along
a0 fathon curve. ™o shipsing. Two houses 2t YUL ULWA.
Thara are zatarcntly tio zood gtratehas of be2sh sult-
:bls for l:néings betwesn 1LITY. Z100, both 2t Tic mouth
of s:all rlvers. Tae gout:srly river nas = snall raof
just north of its ..outh - IITSUEGSHT I... - sbout 1/4 mils
of I shors, The rost of the cozst line sacis Fairly rocky
Havicg diifficulty 1do tifyiiz aecks far novisationsl
fizas. 17L0 Jurfzeod; coveret witk flasa v-lls- _usthave
throush 2 fishiig aet. Brillic.t ooy st.erine into
moonzath all aifit, deseribiog cirele 2o southirerd
while paarcing batterics. Ten to tuwslve ni. n
apd iz @&ifving laoe to portiaelsi of 0K .11

1942 (K)

OLL7 Signteé sodium flare or 1liont buarin: 345°T. Dived
thinzine 1t war sauran elodu 2DOGET . oSOuULC Jard Lo
geravs, however, and lizht Aigspoarafi. Pro. bearines
after daylicht, detoriinud light to be on hill behi. &
OO Y3, 0225 slgated vnidantified ahip ian OTCLATE TN,
Qattle stitlons subderscd; oo .enced ipprof . 092
Pired two torjzdoes 1t a .odificd 0L TR0 .. tyDy Bmine
layer. Tuo kRits. oiip 3ank b sngharags. 0923 went
axround oa roof. 0925 " ent aground at 30 faat lrsel dapth.
naekod off; tant zhead. 0927 hat abpserad to Do tho

bov wavc of 2 surficing lLorjpodo was sbaerved to DES3
about 700 yords istarn. 0528 ©to 0955 fent -proond aaveral
tiacs at reriscons depth. 1600 Renched doc)p ~nter. Ho
Af8 nozsurcs. Rotired to southaast to give svoryons o
rost. Relo aud tubes. Inspoectud ship for ony diunage doo
to -rousdlneg: none app root at nrggapt tica. 1725 Sur-
fread. It iz oelioved that, duo to the o t..51%s build-
in- wro:rai thich -3 bacn garricd out zt OTCI..Y3, thds
i3 pns of ths polnts froom vhich cnomy shipning denarts
for the LEUTLY a08.. In viow of tha foot thzt tie socuth
and of PARLAUSHIAU 45 probibly a hornmet's nast rigsht now,
will wory oy stritsgy 2 bit ond head for iLIUILBITT WM
toni &t in ord.r to strike at ssparatsd points rathar
than at Elc.olT WAN which is =djzcent ©o OTOIL. Y AN,
iaking :ssapge of CHCLUT.LE STAAIGHT tonight. Ho coast
petrol sacountorasd 28 yat. Verv rough sces.

-3— EHELEQ h: FG"
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Stuulact:

@ctober 27,

Detobur 25,

Oetober 29,

Contact 2

CONFIDEITT LAl

U.8.3. 8-31 - Rapurt of Fifth .ar Patrol.
-—.—--—-..—._._..-__p.—--—.n--'-l-—.-a-—-.-—
1942 (K) .

Encountoied nonstrous sons in Ol IZOTAH P.5S5,. Cyro wunt
aut (sce paragroph 10) nogeetic yarlations in this
1pe:lity are se changoabla that Coast Pilet rocomacrds
axtra-car.ful neovigation, C.0.90. pilgss full of watur,

#1 periscops otor grouncdad, I.F. pusp toas hot to run

an C.0.2. tilgoe, ind trio mwan stralnoer clogsing 30
aftun th:t it ia difficuit to make esduwsy ith the putp-
in-. In aditi:p te this, had to dlve at d.m s¥oocs we
wo.e elosc in to MUSASHI AN, 8000 1bs. Baavy * ileoa
full, Jupth econtrol bad. izinsrininc subnersed pat-ol
&0-70 foot * ith noriseo-a GXOSUTES avery Lhall hour,
Battary vory low 2% no.a boogzusa of spesd Lo hold depth.
17L5 Surf ecd, Logistios: *han 23 MBT goes dry, will

hava 1800 gollone fuel oil for "an gtation patrel,
1::ving enocech for roturn tris t 8 kaots with 2000
E:lions roserve. JAll have to laads on Hovembar 1, or 2nd.

1gn2 (%)

0500 liaTe gquicl: dlve. Raconnoitoring fron 1L G.I s ZuId -
o BRI EraT N fiieh i resorted Lo bo 2 lleval basc,
Patrolling 20«50 athod ourve; Fo% good locl: into bay.
Mo saips. wcversl housses on bazeh ulich -omnm . fishing
villaga, s2ad t.0 largcl buildings or storzge H0uSc5 OR
JT..60 odI. Soctinued south to Ed IR "1, no shins in
boy thers. Coot sized fisaing willaga; no novw ipstal-
lations. fatar or wesh 8ids FaubtilonXil pot o5 deep &85
chartet. Landliugs could sisily ba mado 2t cither KUTIEA
U or Bl Z2TSU Wall. Cortainly gnpectid to sight
somc’ woug tod.y. Looks lixc wost gida of islzpd is noo—
nilitary. 1740 ourfacad, Eboer Li¥s pi-ss =11 4333
SLOPt TOrLiBC0J3 wRJISELCI.

1942 (K]

Progacding to LUSWSHEI “.all. oS00 liade gquick dive. 1210
8i-hitod lirge Supply vess.l snehored inside LUSLSHI GIAN,
In viaw of S5=32 oxparlcncs holu ~nd pur owm oxXpariones
in OTORAYE .1, remaining vell outside 18 (nthim CUTVG.

411 h-ove to walt until he leaves o got hin, Hoecon-—
noiltored LUSLEIT Wil froa south end east. ljamy housas

gn hoach; one larpo hite building sindlar to ona sight=
ad -t OTCIZ.YT WX (see parapraph 3 upder "Ronarkat);

Licht house on EUR..DU 20T with housos rround baas; sokE0

sort of towers te narth of ligat housos gix largo han-
gars, throe of whieh mey De vappoeks, indieating that
thopa is in cir base here (v have pot sccn o sincla
plana); nd saveril housds et AAISHA.

-L- ZRCLOGURE "0
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_ Subject: U, 55 3=31 - Report of Fifth War Patrol. s -

oetober 29, 1942 (K) {Cont)

Contaect #3 1530 Stghted light s layer of SHYIOSHU or MAT.SUSHIELL
glzas roundling 101ad0 ekl arocceding inte LUS.SHI WAN.
fle ouat have couo down the coast close in to the beach;
I did not sight hin until he was 6 milos sgtoern. 1L C
lay for hig tonarroy. He ia apparently patrolling during

zylight betuwoon QTOiL.Y- ~ialf and MUS.SHL TaM,. 1736 Sur-
fapod, 10G.ATT Gl appecrs to bo tha lar sst Maval bass
on P.RaIN=HIRUS OTCLLYE "L iz noxt in sizc - thoss Op=
inions Tron 4 Sariscons waint of view. ALZUTL.L traific
undoubtedly originates gt thase WO 2orts, whilech So6m
ta bo Irotectad by undorietor rocls =pd shozls. ‘asther
ig still holding P-ir, 2200 Si-htod oralis [sadiua)
flara ovar the horizon bezring =207, This buaring -
passas throuch ¥UR0T3NI 11 on OILIEOT.LH TO, 32 thare ney
W sora setivity tors. asecived C.T.C. B.0 '

saying 3-31 n2s 2rad . whigh e 2re novy in., 3at 73
and . torp.doss for Tuo Tuct: NAT.USEIIa t¥PS il draws
put § feut 9 Inch.S.

oetaber 30, 1942 (K) .
Patpolling on surfaes covaring CUEROT p..85. 0510
liado quick giva. Covering P P W b A LIS yeiting for A or
apntact Fb CH L0 Godc out. 1030 3ig.tad 0d L type Ak ro:nding
KUR..BU B-KI :nd at:pdins in to US.3HL Ak, H & Wes
fivce nilas 3.aY. 1050 il -nghored, Therc ars now tuo JEsS
and ons Gl i- L UaagdL Ll IE {t srara not Ior the L0
faot shoal to ailes frow the bseen, I could 3t 2t theam,
Bowever, --dalsun firine rangs vrithoukt grounding ia nok
joss than 3500 y.rds. Bottor to mit. Spont arfternaon
patrolling 20 fathon eurve <nd loc =ting skLara inastal-
1.tisns. Stayod in closs to RUR.SU oI until dark in
pop<s a ship would le . vu TS TR, 1800 Surfacad.
1930 Rocelvad 0. T.G. B.5 Ga..TF COVZ2. 2000 cfc to 055971
sposd 2/3 on ans Lo pain bast interception point (sse
contact 5 briaf sstinate of aituation following narr= Ave). 2148
Sig.ted unidenficd vagasl broad on Jort bod, distanos
4,000 yards, coursc Q80CT, spued 15 ¥nots, silhoustted
againat the 11098. --.nt to night attaex statione, a purcss
1y defcnsiva saasure at this tirge glnge G GO not want
to divulge our sositlon. «ppa rad to bu the SHII USEY
or ML.T3UGE L. type ¢l: hieh was in YUSHSHI ¥l today.
Boliey. he is on way to rendezvous with onoay rorcs
ap roaechlns P.. A I USHIRLL. 0loscat ranfs "m3 about 3500
yards., 2230 5acured fro.. night attock statlons; sccurad
tubus. Rodor haTrs would have beon VEry uyseful. It also
appears, ITo tuis incldcnt, ghat SHIITSHU LFpe Clis
aither

=5= ENCLOSUBE "C"
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CONFIDENTL.L
Subjcot: U.5.8. S-31 - Report of Fifth ilar patrol.

Octobor 30, ¥942 (E) {Cont) -
do' not hawva radar or supérsonic gear, oTr they do nct use
tkam in their own waters.

Qetober 31, 1942 (K)- - -
contact #6 0257 Sighted anidentifed ship erossing fro:n starbocrd to
E port d4istanco 2000 yards. ‘font to night attack statinuB.
0.0.D, turned with sneRy inst.>d of ageinst, thus making
us the hub of rotitisn for aneny turning circle, He wWai
eirelins on 8° ~tdion, apparently awaltiagy anproac of CLs.
This indicsces I an on right track for intzrecption. Be-
lieve I eould heve nade o poasible kit on this terfet ginca
#3 and 4 torpedoes uere set at 2 fest, Ila was our old
friend of 2 few hours cgo, I taink; 2 SHL U.EU or N.TSUSHIIL.
type Ci. He 4id wot datect us or he wmnld have undoubtedly
panad fire at that ranga. Finally cob hin =2stsrn and “'ent
+n° standaprd spared to open Sho rangé. 0335 Sscured fron
sttaclk stations. 0500 2rrived at iptercention spot; n=de
suie!r dive; patrolling on cacmy gourse line, covariar
4 speeds of advance fro.: 12-20 knots, 163C Roversod course,

returning to US.JHI Jall. 1745 surfaced - although it i=
very digsappeinting tiat e 23d not sipght the CLs, the

¥ setion taken to iantercopt 1s eansiderad strotezlellly
sound within the liritatlions of S-ty:e SBuboorines,

Movauber 1, 1942 (K)
0500 Made culek dive. aAppro _giing 1US.SHI LLH. One «K
ther this oorning. The other, wnlch was in light
econditisn, has aoparently 1eft for the south. Sea lilke

contact #7 glass, sllghc gucell, 0957 JSighted SHILDSHU typa Ch b -
inc 12097 distonce 3 pmilas epursa 2009T,. \ent Lo battle
st.ticns: coreacaed approich. Cot razdy. 3 cnd z4 tubas
whieh havse tor-edogs set far tuo faet. Upon clossr obser-
varion of tils wosseldl, oy opinion chanEss. He i5 not o
Ci.. He is : now gunboai, His s{ihicustte is very sinilar
to SHIIUSHU tvpe CM but he hes n £iush dock fore and a0t
anere ClI h:s broken deck at forceastle. 11L0 Discontinued
appronch; PG sntersd harbor tod "o e litnat crounded over
18 fnthom curvae at FUABU L 5d. [gae paracraph 7) Scecured
freo,. battle atatians; econtinued paitral. 1730 Surfaced. .
Jat coursa to claar arai,. Roccived C.T.Z. B.5 JADSEI SOVE,
-1i11 ansuer tonorrow alpht 3o 3-35 ean rocl.ce us. Believe
DOLFHIN will bc wall elo.r o gout’l of us by LoLICTOW.
Part alr co:.-ressor Tirst =t o cooling coll rupturad again
- consifered inrenarable this tiaa. {sae nar grzph 10)

-6- EHGL‘:-JTEE b G i
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CONFIDENTIAL

e —

Subjoet: U.S8.5. 3=31 - Report of Fifth Vior Patrol.

Uavenber 2, 1942 (k) to Hovambar &, 1942 (¥) inclusive.
Speoecading to Daso, makip: orning and svoning dives, zig-
zarcin:. on surfoes wiith 2 90f 2z plen, going oh:ad 2/3
an both engines, azrrying 2 150-200 cun 8 gida parzllel
flo=t, 2200 f2(L) Doparted ares , 0030 /3(L) Attenpt-
inz to trananit ov EAST CLUMP but Transcitter will not put
out. H.C. set is firs, vt H,¥, side =8 T.R i osut sone—
wthorc. Jant &0 [ ot thia ¢espatch +ff s S=35 can [1IvVe in to
good arsa, Ton far to »ot DUTCT on L50 Kes, 2200 /3(1)
Atwonpting &0 traamnit oy .05 opP, Tad will gt1ll not
radicte lthougsh arvo baap working oo it Halicve trouble
is +its antenna now (sec prRraCEa: 10). Bast winds and Seas
ro.. @sot pernit us to uoke ahout H.b4 Enots averats snaed.
Verv heilvy Fea3. 22730 JHlE) Clairsd oy ST aLu® to C.T.H.
8.5 wiz CIICPaC. Too -ldsh jatorter:nee with WEC, CLiU /51{1)
atarboald alr couproissr out al cab juainrn [sce »aragranh
10). 2015 /5(L)} Giccred - Fm0G 10CK to C.T.0. 2.5 2130
/5({L) Rocalvac . T.0. 8.5 EILL a. ¢ and ToTE PCLLT. necelived
g.Th.F. B oL 2336 of lfovaiibar 2200 JEL1) Auoeivoed CLIBPAC
050535 of lovaiber. Aaas paking up vary Leavy froz eesh.
-rind boeoning strong, shifting to o5 uth. a7co,/7 (1) Pessed
piint 63. Hoavy 8843 ProL Sade 2000 f6(¥) Crosesud igoth -
Beridian. 20J1 J61Y) Pransaitted oy GIG PaSS 0 . T.5.8,5.

Woveriber 7, 1942 (¥}
0210 Reeeived CO.T.G. 8.5 k8Ll B.Y,

Csntacty8 0812 signted loroe gnidentificd auinerine boaring 23007 on
jdogtic2l cours. distanco 5 allcs, svartekinz. Divod.
Lnttle statisns subrncrrode Conanced pproieh. Dist it
ex2losions; rincud for depth =hargs atbaok - sixteadn
chapi 8 in nll; closest eatin:tod o G000 v.ris. Stw other
euiriirine once ~ftor diving 23 WA were chzpging ¢o0nrsc to
closs hin. he ymet have dived i1t 3aiztely sftor LY ahger=-
yation boo uss T 414 not see hin =8 . oulfirino could
bove Leon GADH.LOT, vt I have 2O dsiindss infarcetinn cone
ecornfie ais roturn to RFPCH : tharsfora LSS nin to bo
encor. Dopth chor f98 Sadil to buenr e Subs they rust Rava

oniz froa Ul “ipepalft at LODOVIE . RBowaver, 1 520 DO
plansg Loy tino, fed o0 posiEivs Bo surizic ob Ei 1=y
pre3cut. Buliave @ tere "ot =irhted By subinritt. In view
af unusual cirgurst nces 1] arrreT OUE SVLiLl s sonrel=
patroi £oF enouy submorine during 43y. 119 Socs rod Irom
Battis SLaTl2iS, If othes subiarring 28 pm o she wll
pet contzgl roIorE offs Af not S.CHSO0T, 770 ro ik

prob-bly poaort Loobing oF dapth eharCia’. 1745 Cloorad TR
HELii 306k to T.2.0C. Bads

-7 DILOSTRE "CY
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CONFIDENTL.AL 1"%'
Subjeot: U.5.3. 5-31 - Report of Fifth Yar Fstrol, | 'l

ST — S i e . e (i MR e | e | i -
Novenber 8, 1942 (Y) to Novcobor 10, 1942 (W)
Eanroute baso, naiking :.orning and evening dives, 0100
/8(Y) Passud Point 65, Seas choppy. 0130 /8{X) Cleared
AlUET: P.u3G. Cloared .y ICY oTR.IT to C.T.C. B.5 Recalwvod
C.T.C. 8.5 O04i ISL.NID, Jeas very haavy froo north aither
ovarcast. 1120 f9(x) dightod two PBYs on northzas gours:s.
Passod’ . ithir 1 1/2 .iles, but ne recognition, 1600 /9(x)
Pagsed POI'T 66. 2360 /9(I) Received C.T.G. 8,5 PR.C
ISLND. 0930 /10(W) irrived DUTCH HARBOH, 1

Oricf estinite of situ:tion ftor roceint of c.T,2, 8,5
LLNT COVIR on 10-30-42.

ik Infarpation,

at 0030(Z) today, thirtisth, three sneny cruisers of the
FaGults class and one DD :are alchted in Latitude 52-53N, Longitude
168-098, speed 15 iNJta, oourss 25097, whilel course 1s gireuc tew
FURLBU Z.1I. 2.T7.G. 8.5 duspateh reecivod nt 1930 (X). it 2p38 (K)
this vess.l in Latitudu 4L9-50M, Longitude 155-39E. Instructiasns LY o=
to intareopt the shouy forec..

asswiptici,
(1) That thoe ¢neny will hold ecourss for LG JHT TN,
sut uay vary spoud botween twalve 2nd tuenty knots,
(2) That the cnooy bhos no dofintts Informatisn af aur
rosont position Jlthouzh he Xnows thit a subparine
as bocn in the vicinity. J
{3) That the cneay will prob bly scnd ous cotisuboorine
w8eorts Tor thls r=ro.,
(L) That tiio sse and tho westher <ili be r 'wvaor:bla for
a daylignt puriscops zttuck,
‘{5) That air eovarage will Yo Turnishod to thy GHOMmY

2. Duecisicn. _
This vossel will intarcupt and duatroy, insofir as possible,

units of tha aubjuet unaiy Corog,

3. Courace of _ction,

This wvuas.l i1l Lo Ia such . —osition at 0500 (E) that
eontaet +111 by foide vlth the opegy ot doyli-ht if he 18 nckins a
gpeod of tweonty knots; or, if ho fs n-Xing iftuen Xonots, contoot
will ba sat_blishod by 1630 (E) by 5-31 .ioving to . pasiti-n Zuring
doylight cightoon wiles on snzay roversc courss fron 0500 (X) poa-
ition; apd, if coatict is not aade -«dth tho “hefy at cither of thoso
tings, S5-31 will retire on the surfzec during the ai~ht on endoy’
eoursa uaking cont et at 0530 (K} the followias norning if ths aneny
makes tolve hnots good. In any ovont, if contact ia not catablighed,
snother racoanxissince of LUE.GHOI L2 will be ooda in order hu'air
taio positiv: or negative infaorcstion of the prosence of NGOy « -

grulscsra thera.
-8 - EMCLO22 wom
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CCHFIDENTIAL

Subjeect: 7.8,8, 8=11 = Report of Fifth War Potro

7 SUMMARY OF SUBIL:RINE ATTACKS
Paragraph (7) '

1.

httack
Dote

Pariseccpe
10-28-47
50-1CH :
155-36E

snfinn muw ®Eflan WE

Iat,
Location
Long,
Torpedoos fired on
aach attnck
HItB

Mumber Eung
Tonn: ge
umber Taoaaged

ur probobiv sunk

Typa of Toraet
Range 1500 yords cor

less,

Honge more than
1500 yards
Periscope
Depth
Surrtaecc Ni

;;u ;%hmar nce
EEtEEﬂtEd

Draft Teragot
Torpedo Depth
Settin

Yow or Storn Shot
Track Angle

W I'C -
Zgtimnted Speed

Targat

Firi Interval '

Epraﬂg = AmOUNG & :Lonagitudlnnl; &

King :point of rim wns
:stock & stern  :

pu ot lun an|us wules sojfeiafan an joa e aEfles % lie an emles @6 Jas G w0 jee WE
.
B

ahfer zulms &%

s fen "mlan|enjuslon aulam ww imdan|as enled safas =S Jas EEEERE & amfas smfow @E

s fnn WO gy s

#a

Remnarks: This wesscl wna apchorsd in about five Tnthoms of water
in OTOMAYE WAN, The firing range wis sXecssive beecause of the
npproach of the submarine in shallow weter 28 ntcd by the C.O.

- 14 = EHCLOSURE (C)
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CONTACT #L

At 0830 (X) on October 2 ,1942,.an unldentified ship was
sighted a half a point forward of the starboard beam, distance
about six miles, close in to the shore. ‘laather was clear,
sea calm, and a bright sun was low in the sky to seaward of us,
Battle stations were manped and the approach wes started, I did
not know exactly what kind of a ship it was, although it had
been reported by the periscope wateh of ficer 8s a tanker. Neither
did T know how far off the beach the ship was or ir I could get
within & reasonable firinz range. I had instructions to stay out-
side the 13 fathom curve, JUpomn closeT approach to this vessel,
it apreared she was underway because ner bearing was changing
slowly to nort and smoke was coming from her stack, It also
appeared at that time that a fairly good firing range of about
1500 yards could be obtained, so the attack was pressad home, AS
the range decreased to 3500 yards, I could feel, or sense, by the
motion of -the ship, that we were passing over shpal water aven
though brief bearings on land tangents still placed us outside the
18 fathom curve, Further study of the yvessel indiecated that she
was a large mine layer similar to the OKIfOSHIMY class but some-
what lighter. Her superstructure, as later detormined by com-
parison to ONI 14, was much 1ike the OKINOSHIMA less the airerafi,
but her hull had a clipper bow rather than the OETHOSHIMA crulser
bow, Also, she was anchored,. port side to us, and what had mede
it a pear that she was underway was artually our own bearing
changing to starboard due to a fairly strong northerly set, The
target, belng my first, was too. tempting at that range, S0 we
continued to inch in at slow speed. If wa had touched bottom at
any time during the approach, the attack would have been discon-
tinued, Short periscope observations showed & large settlement
on the shore, apperantly no other large shipring in the vieinity,
and no air covera'e for the area. - At 0922, fired #1 and #2 tubes
with a twenty second firisg interval, on a 100° port track, zero
gyro angles, zero firing besring. Reage at firing was estimated
to be between 2000 and 2500 yards; however, I did not feel bound
to approach any eloSer dus to the apperent shallowness of tke
water, By fix, we fircd on the 18 fathom curve apd we should
have had plenty of water, hut due. to the chart inaccuracies and
age of survey 1914 ) the soundings were ineorrect., Immediately
after firing #2, we scraped bottom pulling nermal series parallel
with full right rudder just coming on. A mipute laisr We bumped

e ENCLOSURE (C)
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bottom again at L0 f=ct, One can imegine my consternation at

thiz time wondering if our turning circle would put me in shallowe
er or deeper water, Two mlmutes after firing we heard one tor-
pedo explosion followsd shortly thereafter by the other. HRecorded
times eannot be depended on because of the high tension and
strained minds in the contrel room at this time, but thas run of
torpedoes indicated an averase firilng mngs of 2400 yerds, A
half minute after hoaring the axplosions we groundzd and stopped
in 30 feet of water, and I took this doubtful opportunity to see
what the target looksd like and what, if any, ﬁ,.-"g messurss were
Torthcoming from the enemy, Apparently two hits had demolished
the stern of the target since she was alraagy half submerged and
dovn by the stern with an angle of about 30°, No A/S messures

¥et even though our conning tower was out of water and we wWerse

stopped (visions of TOKYO prison for the duration), Tried becking
down while I was looking - moved a 1ittle = kicked her ahead -
slid over the reef and making headway again - down to 39 feet,
Took another periscopc look - astorn of us was what looked like
the bow wave of a torpedo Finishing u« surface run, range abeut
700 yards., No other activity and the target was =till vi=inle
with bow well out of water but water covering after superstructure
up to stack, For the noxt twenty minutes we were seraping from
oene reef to another, Everytime I began to think wa werzs in the
clear and tricd to got down to 50 feat, we would bump sgain and
bounce up to 40 feet, By now we were going shead scrles-series
in order not to damags the boat any more than possibla which
would certalnly have been dome using nigh speed, During this
period, a much regretted purisecope cxposure showed white breskers
notmore than fifty yards away on our port side, There is no
Sensation quite like that obtained when twisting and turning,
trying to stay at periscope depth, ssarching for a path through
the re:fs to deep water., Finally at 0955 we dropped ofr into dezp
water again, It 1s belleved that the forward motion of the ship
at high speed and the submerged turning cirele had combinad to
put us well inside the 15 fathom curve amd to& the northward on
the reefs whieh are not plotted on the chart., Ths roason that no
complote A/S measures wers teken by the enemy is not r<adily
apparaent, The eclosest reported air base, locatsd 12 miles south
of this bay, was eccverad by a heavy snow storm during our escapue,
as was the Naval base there, Frobably that is why surface ships
and aireraft did not taks after us,

The sunken vessel 1s not identifiable from ONI 14, but
the closest comparision 1s Symbol CM=6, OKINOSHIMA class mine
layer, The target's gesr can undoubtedly be Balvagad due to tho
shallow depth of water in which shs was anchored.

- 146 - ENCLOSURE (C)
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CONTACT #7

At 0956(K) on November 1, 1942, a new type gunboet similar
to the SHIMUSHU type mine layer was &1 ghted bearing 120° T, dis-
tance 3 miles, course 200 T, Went to battle stations, went to
normal approach course, and got’ #3 and #. torpado tubss ready whieh
hed previcesly been set at two fest in aanticipation of this type
tarproh, Lhe 2oa was glassy smooth with a very slight swell. The
sky was cloudless, BeTore: another obsarvaticn eould be made, his

sere.e wore heard by the JK to pass astern slose aboard at high
gpecid,. Lourse w5 consequently changed to head for the 1a5tﬂhuﬁr-
ing of 83TCe¥3, A guick obssrvation ahowad him on course 3251
wizi 137 orela on tho bow di stenecz about 3000 yards, & few min=
atas labLsr another periscope aXposiura showad him changlne course
to the T-ihs to abput 090° T and we ctme to the normnl courss.

Sougd 2Lisd penr nothing. The next Sxposura gwed him bcaring
0l5" relative meking high spesd on COUras 50 at 2000 yaras
range, &Sound picked him up at the scme time, Coursu was changed
to f.3.)ow ~nd sound went oubs. Due to the sea condiilons, I had
boen exruosing about 6" to 1' of periscope for amch observation,
Baeaise of this, I had not noticud our position particularly al-
though the navigator was zeeping & good truck, At thce last &X-
posurc, 1 Saw that thce PG had antored the parbor torough tho
Yeual entrance, distance ebout 2500 yards angle on the bow 135°
port, and that we wers practically alongsice TURAEY ZARI., 1In
fact, in low power I could see the lighthouse base with Japs
worling there. Right full rudder was applicd, the atiack was
diseontinucd, and attention was § ven to getting us out of that
eptronce without going aground, .f I had not been ¢ intent on
the attack, I would have rocognizaed the peculiar motion of the
ship as we apprnnﬂha& shanllow wat:r, Thga follow was moving
around the area too much for us to conduct any aprt of a delliberate
approsach, whleh probably accounted for the disgusting termination
of this contact, : ] :

CONTACT #8
This contact is being written up only becausa of the
very unusual circumstances surrounding it,
At 6812 the 0.0.D4 sighted a lerga unidentificd submarine,
Tha Captoin was called to tha pridge and upon noting its similarity
to our flcet type submarines we dived. The submarine was on a
rallel and overtaklng course, g860T, distance sbout c miles,
ha should have been sighted sSooner than hs was) bearing 230 T.
Crew went to battle staticas, #1 apd #2 tubes were made ready for
firing and coursse was changed to leit to come to the normal :
approach course to tlosa the range end also get in a positlion for
a straight bow shot, Obtained one glimpsc of submarine while

=7 - ENCLOSURE (C)
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turning; looked very much liks CACHALOT, However, the only
refarence I have to CACHALOT is that both he and I have boen
notified that there are many friendly shipa north of the ALEUTIAN
chain. Mv return track passes through that aree, and the onlv
presumption I ean make i3 that the CACHALOT is uither ahezd of

or behind me on the semg track. Theorefore, I contipucd the
approach in order to identify the strangs submarinps at laast,

My next periscope exposurc revealed ncthing in sight all around
tho horizon, although by this time the submarime should hava been
about 4000 yards range, I decided that pe dived, so 1 want to
125 fect in order to avoid sny torpedoes should he pick me up

by sound, Our sound heard nothing., "e had no sooncr rassed

100 fect than a long sceries of heavy underwatar explosicns were
heard, sixteen im 211, I am not sur: thuy were depth chargss,
although the sound aond sensation are similer, The closcat charge
scamad to be sbhout 6000 yards eway. This new changs in arffairs
scomod to preclude the foet that the submarinc was .nemy and

that our alreraft hnd sighted and depth chearged him, I cama to
periscope depth to look around and could f2ea no planos or surface
ships, Howevor, zem was rough and I could have misscd tho planes,
Tho question now in my mind was, "should I takc a chuncc on
surfacing and got a contact ropert off, or should I walt until
dark conducting o rotiring search - petrol during daylight®" The
lottor course was doecided upon because (1} If the fellow was
onemy, he very probably was trailing us due to dircetion finger -
bearings on my trensmissions, whieh had b_en plentiful, (2) he
gcould not clear ths area any faster than I eould 2nd the prob-
ability of us both beinz on similar courses, ot not to great 4
range, was good, and (3) if our airerart had dcpth charged him,

a report would have rone Iln immediatoly.

2. ENEMY A/S MEASURES, |
Nene encountared during eontact #1 except tha® one

torpcdo may have bacn fired at us. No ccast patrols woers observed

until the night of 30 = 31 Ogtober (X), and then thc contaects

were 15 and 22 miles from land. Ye mey have missed then because

we have been operating within that rangs, maximum distence from

land at night being sbout 12 mil:ss. Mo alreraft of nny deserip-

tinn were noted in the area although a very fins air base 1s in

operation, accordingly to E.O, 255=-54.

D ENEMY MINE S EEFING OPERATICHS.

None observed, even thouzh tho presence of mine layers
{ndicates minz fislds, -~ potable fact was that ships entering
and leaving MUSASHI AN always passed close to KUR.BU ZaKT, Ho
mine sweoper was ever observed to be ¢anﬂuntiq% any operations
which could be interpreted as mine sweeping, The inforenece hera
is that a net or solidly snchored mines may exlst along the
charted 15 fathom curve to the westword of the obscerved possage
at KIRABU ZaKI.

o ENCLOSURE (C)

TOC 61 Steel Valley Dolphins  02/2026



container adhering to the primer in the Case of the 5 shell,
Upon elosing the breech, a small quantity of the cork was
compressed into the firing pin Téceptacle in the breech plug
thus Preventing the Tiring pin from making contact withk the
Primer, A4 leothep mallet was used tg try to fire ths Eun by
Eiving the firing pin a sharp rap with po ToSults, The gun

Was treined abean and ¢levatad, apd the projactile was ejectad
into the sea, The firing pin récoptacle was cleaned out apg

the next salve was normal, all g ammunition was thap inspagted
and all eork prlugs wera loosaned,

manifold, tha opzrator did not throw his 2-way cock ipn the propar
dirsction whiegh rosulted in the trim pump bumpifg from scn to
‘Tegulator. In view of' the fact that regulator was full the add-
itional pressure placed on tha tank before the Oparators errop
could be detectad, ruptured the bottom of the tank thus maKing

t useless for the rast or the patrol, Reason for failurc was
corroded bottom of tani,

. On October 27, 1942 (L), the MASLEr gyro was gut of
order for about Seven hours while making passage through
ﬂHEEﬂTﬁH‘ETR&IT, Seas coming down the ¢onning tower hatech, to
2 depth of one foot on the eontrel room deck, caused wntep to
Ghter the base of t E¥ro compass thus shorting out ong aide
of the rectifier ¢ircuit, The base Was dried out, bursad and
dameged wiring renewed, all parts viped down with carbon tete
Tachloride, néecossery parts racoated with insulating varnish
(no glyptol available) and & portable Leater-blowarp instnlled
in econjunction with three loo W lamps, No Purthor troubls has
been experianced, :

ka On November 1, 1942 (L), the port 8ir compreszsor be-
CAme unfit fopr further us. due to the rupturing of the rirst
Stage cooling s0il, This ¢33ualiy’ has become oo much of a
COmmon oeccurrcnce ip this vessel ang the only rémedy 1s the
installetion of now coils which DUTCH H. R has baen unable
to furnish,

- 19 = ENCLOSUEE (c)
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5e On Hovomber 2, 1942 (L), the TiR transmitter would not rad-
isate on high frequoncy when attempting to transmit by BAST CLUMP,
Tha following day the transmitter was removed from its bass apd
tcsts were mide to fimd the trouble 1nsofer as was possiblie with
the limited testing cquipmont aboard, It was found that the high
frequancy indermedinte powsr amplificr tube and the finnl ampli-
fier tubes werc bilased with too much negative woltag:e cn the con-
trol grids, thus effectively preventing oceillstion snd omplifie-
ation. Thoe bias voltage divider resistor was replaced with no
effect, The size of this rcsistor was reduced by short circuiting
a portion of it, This reduced the bias voltage to awmius which
allowed the tubes to properly operatc o6 amplifiers, In addition,
the after "L"™ antennn was grounded., This ground® wes repaired cnd
transmissions were then recelivad by CINCELC - 55 aml by NPG - Si.
¥Miller, R,«, HMle, USN, is credited with plecing the transmittar
baock in commisslion due "to his éXecllent work and presevarznca,

ba At 0130 (L) on Novzmber 5, 1942, the Corliss valve opera-
ting rod on the starboard C&R air compressor cerried away deing
minor damage on the easipg send valves. This is the sccond tims
this casualty hes occorred apd is dus to a bent cranksheft in the
air dompressor itsclf. Boeauss of the nature of repoirs it was
decided to remov: the firat stage ecoling coll from th: sterboard
air compressor apd install it in the port alr compressor which
has been out of commission for scomc days, (sce sub-paragreph 4,
this paragraph) dus to lack of replaccment coil. Ths port air
compressor was in commission by 0600 (L),

Te Upon submergence to 125 fect on 8 November 1942 (Y)

with #1 and #2 tubes ready for firing, the aftcr body and gyro pot
of th: torpedo in #2 tube beecame floodad although ocuter docrs

vorce c¢losad when paossing 100 foet amd the prassurs vented inboard,
The torpude in #1 tube was found te be normal, Thac only explana-
tion for this easualty is that the npplication of takiwax to the
exhaust valvas of #2 torpedo was not as carefully done 23 to #l
torpodo nnd flooding rasulted, The torpedo wns routined znd
pkced baek in sarvice,

Ba Bumber 5 eylinder starboard congine has not been firing
since the raturn trip was asbtarted. Yo opportunity hos been found
to repa’lr 1t underway bocouse both engines have been continually
in use oxcopt during morning and evening dives, The trouble can=-
not be located undir operating conditions but is nssumad to ba 1in
the fusl pump. Spray air nanmdl fuel walvoe have beén cut off. PFuoel
pump plunger will be renewsd upon return to port.

11, RADIO RECZPTION, '
Radio reception wns entirely satisfactory during the paotrol,

“hen in the PARAMUSHIRU arza, at about 0300 (K) daily, a groat

doal of static and interferance was experiencod, but not encugh

= 20==- ENCLOSURE (C)
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to reduce tone gquality for ‘recepticn purposes,

WEM was readable at’ periscope depth upon several occassions,
sut MPG wns not heard at this depth until our rotura to the
ALEUTIAN ARZn.

Transmissions were satisfactory and wera ¥ery probably made
possible by keeping the TAR motor gensrator dry., No griounds
showed up. ==

on the nights of November 2=3, 1942 (L), the transmitter
would not radiste enough to” transmit my E.ST Em.{ﬂut parcgraph

10) .
Lost message received = C.T.G. 8.5 FEaCOCK 1I5LAND,
ILast meosnage tronsmitted - UeSeSe 5-31 ICY ETRAIT,

12, SOUND CONDITICHS. -

The strenge underwater supersonic nolses, generclly known
as "YERUDI®, are common to the ereas on both sldcs of PAR'MUSHIRU,

411 ships obscrved except twn wore either anchored, were at’
a distance greater than 6 miles, or w: wire on the surfecc. Thera=
for: the JK did not got a good test, The one sound contact indieas
ted definitely that propeller noises died ait at rang:s in cxcess of
. 2500 yards, _

The following aata seems to indiciie +hzt there cre definita
temperature gradients-both *n the SEA of OKHOTSK =2nd the lorth=-
western Pacifie Oc=an,

GEHDTEEE PACIFIC

Depth emn arat Dapth Temperature
ﬁ%}_‘:un LICF Eﬁ"f ace 50°F

59 + 48OF L5" L9 F
s0T L5°F 60" L?EF

70° L4°F L L6 F
90" 39°F 90" 1,2°F

Howaver, in spite of the comparatively high temperatures uaﬂlistad
above, this observer has recorded temperatures as low 03 27 F at
L5 feet in both arcas in May whieh may indicate an inversion
during that periecd Adue to surface ice.

No density leyers were eneountarad,

13. HEALTH AND H-BITABILITY.
The officers aond crow remained in excellent health throughout

0y - ENCLOSUHE (C)
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the patrol, Only a few colds were observed, Food wes variable

and well - cocked,

t%& low Bes water temperature which was loggod be
207 ]

- 15«

16,

an; adoes

17.

Home made bread was welcomed by all hands,

The boat wds very wet on this patrol probebly dus to

twoen 37CF and

Morale of the creaw was high at all times, Therse i3
nothing like hesring torpsdoss explede end a good sinkiag to
kocep the crew hapDye.

Casuvalties:

an bridge in heavy Scas,
rib whoen seas hit him,.

MILES ENROUT: TO AID FROM STATION,

) Ships cock cut nis fingor in rough 53as,
) Radioman burncd finger meking repairs,
) Guertsrmaster suffersd face lacerntions

) Lockoat sufferad possible frocturc of

Mlss to Staticn 1203 Milas.
los on Staticn .- PRI A o 269

Milcs Tfrom % - Mg PARASHIED 2L1

Mles in PARLMISHIRU arca 951

Miles from P..R«MJSHIRU to DUIChH HaRBOR 1529 "

Totel miles st camed ; L157 Milcs,

FUEL EXPENDED,

Fucl used enroute to station 6, 71L

Fucl used on two stctions 9,435
Fucl uscd enroute from station 10 1
Total fuel uscd 26,500

F-CTORS OF ENLUR..NCE REMAINING,

F:.CTOR CAUSING EHD OF PaTHOL.

Fue Provisions (days) ssh Water Pzrsonnel(do
EEE% 10 %Eiigtigk 'T"‘L“‘l

Reduction of fuel to riserve limit wes the Tactor cnusing
end of this patrol. -

Lo ENCLOSURE (C)

65 Steel Valley Dolphins  02/2026



SUPPORTERS

& REQUIN BASE SUPPORTERS

The task of perpetuating the memory of our lost shipmates is forever and cannot be done alone. This task takes time, money,
dedication and patriotism from all walks of life, both veteran and civilian. USS Requin Base would like to recognize all those that
help us fulfill the task of remembering and honoring those we have lost to secure the freedoms we enjoy today. https://
reqguinbase.org/customer-photos/

American Legion Posts VFW Posts
80 106 249 191 249 311
290 368 481 1821 3945 7505
641 902 8168 9199
Stinky’s Bar & Grill Allegheny County Rifle Club Cavaliere Brothers
4901 Hatfield Street 99 Schuetzen Park Rd 1412 Mt Royal Blvd #1
PGH, PA 15201 PGH, PA 15209 Glenshaw, PA 15116
Teutonia Mannerchor The Bulldog Pub Verdetto’s Bar & Restaurant
857 Phinneas Street 1818 Morningside Ave 814 Madison Avenue
PGH, PA 15212 PGH, PA 15206 PGH, PA 15212
Huntz’s Tavern Main Street Bar & Billiards The Blue Goose Saloon
645 Butler Street 604 Main Street 605 Mt Royal Blvd
PGH, PA 15223 Sharpsburg, PA 15215 PGH, PA 15223
Talor Garden Scaping Z Florist Danny’s Bar & Grill
1728 Crosby Avenue 804 Mt Royal Blvd 1511 Center Ave
PGH, PA 15216 PGH, PA 15223 West View, PA 15229
Nox’s Tavern & Grille Monte Cello’s Italian Restaurant Nox’s on 8
720 Blaw Ave 2198 Babcock Blvd 3008 William Flinn Hwy
PGH, PA 15238 PGH, PA 15209 Allison Park, PA 15101

*** 2026 BOOSTERS***

SILVER
\‘K American Legion Post 359 Joe Campisi “K
American Legion Post 490 Lou Hamill
American Legion Post 862 Ralph Stroede
American Legion Post 902 Lee Bookwalter
Rick Elster VFW Post 1409
VFW Post 214 C&R Roofing & Heating
SHIPMATE

Jason Rinker (State Farm)
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