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The USSVI Requin Base supports the Na�onal Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of du�es while serving their country. That their 
dedica�on, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of mo�va�on toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and 
patrio�sm to the United States of America and its Cons�tu�on.”
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MEETING INFORMATION
Mee�ngs are held on the second Saturday of the month, 
normally at the Baden PA American Legion. Quarterly 
mee�ngs are held around our membership area.

Our next mee�ng will be

11 APR 2026 @ 1230 hours
American Legion Post 641

BASE LOCATION

FROM THE EDITOR

American Legion Post 641
271 State St

Baden PA 15005

Please send ideas for ar�cles or  copies of art-icles, with 
full credit informa�on to me for con-sidera�on of 
submission in the SVD. 

We are a SUBMARINE group. As such, the art-icles should 
be SUBMARINE or NAVY-related. 

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

h�ps://www.requinbase.org/

FRONT MATTER

https://www.requinbase.org/
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USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office Officer Phone eMail
Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007@hotmail.com
2nd Vice Commander Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com
Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635 hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com
Newsletter Editor Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com
Eagle Scout Chair Eric Greenwald 412-770-7329 ericjgreenwald@gmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com

USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com

Office Officer Phone eMail
National Commander Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander Timothy Carlisle 925-812-4239 Timothybwcarlisle@gmail.com

Junior Vice Commander Thomas Williams 512-632-9439 texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary David Farrugia 813-951-1898 DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer John Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 treasurer.ussvi.hrb@gmail.com

Past Commander William Andrea 561-790-1287 wcandrea@bellsouth.net

Chaplain James Sandman 615-975-4792 Jsandman85@gmail.com 

Region Director NE Jeffrey Walsh 860-449-2103 Neregiondir@yahoo.com

District Commander EN3 Thomas Denton 301-845-0049 gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office Sharon Walsh 360-337-2978 ussvi@telebyte.net

OFFICERS
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On Eternal Patrol

Tolling of the Boats for March

TOLLING OF THE BOATS

USS Perch (SS-176)
Lost on March 3,1942 near Java with no immediate loss of life, while on her 1st war patrol. She survived 2 
severe depth chargings in less than 200' of water by 3 Japanese destroyers. The crew abandoned ship and 
scuttled her. Of the 59 officers and men taken prisoner, 53 survived the war and six died as POWs.

USS Grampus (SS-207)
Lost on March 5,1943 with the loss of 71 officers and men, on her 6th war patrol. She was lost in Vella Gulf, 
sunk after engaging 2 Japanese Destroyers.

USS H-1 (SS-28)
Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to swim to shore after grounding on a shoal off 
Santa Margarita Island, off the coast of Baja California, Mexico. Vestal (AR-4), pulled H-1 off the rocks in the 
morning of 24 March, only to have her sink 45 minutes later in some 50feet of water. She was originally 
named the USS Seawolf before becomingH-1.

USS Triton (SS-201)
Lost on March 15,1943 with the loss of 74 men. She was sunk north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight 
with 3 Japanese Destroyers. Triton was the 1st boat to engage the enemy in December 1941 off Wake 
Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 submarine and a destroyer.

USS Kete (SS-369)
Lost on March 20,1945 with the loss of 87 officers and men at the end of her 2nd war patrol. Probably sunk 
near Okinawa, by a Japanese submarine that itself was subsequently lost.

USS F-4 (SS-23)
Lost on March 25, 1915 with the loss of 21 men. She foundered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when acid 
corrosion of the lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the battery compartment, causing loss of 
control. She was raised in August 1915.

USS Tullibee (SS-284)
Lost on March 26,1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men, on her 4thwar patrol. It's believed she was a 
victim of a circular run by one of her own torpedoes. The lookout was the only survivor and he survived the 
war as a Japanese prisoner.

USS Trigger (SS-237)
Lost on March 26,1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men, on her 12th war patrol. She was lost during a 
combined attack by Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft. Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk 
and tied for 8th in number of ships sunk.

https://oneternalpatrol.com/


5 Steel Valley Dolphins 03/2026TOC

Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!

Submarines Commissioned During the Month of March

SUBS COMMISSIONED

Boat Commissioned Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
G-3 SS-31 3/22/1915 Wikipedia NavSource
K-1 SS-32 3/17/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
R-4 SS-81 3/28/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-5 SS-110 3/6/1920 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol

S-17 SS-122 3/1/1921 Wikipedia NavSource
S-45 SS-156 3/31/1925 Wikipedia NavSource

Tarpon SS-175 3/12/1936 Wikipedia NavSource
Permit SS-178 3/17/1937 Wikipedia NavSource
Salmon SS-182 3/15/1938 Wikipedia NavSource
Stingray SS-186 3/15/1938 Wikipedia NavSource

Squalus/Sailfish SS-192 3/1/1939 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Mackerel SS-204 3/31/1941 Wikipedia NavSource
Grayling SS-209 3/1/1941 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Growler SS-215 3/20/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Haddock SS-231 3/14/1942 Wikipedia NavSource

Cobia SS-245 3/29/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Muskallunge SS-262 3/15/1943 Wikipedia NavSource

Paddle SS-263 3/29/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Pompon SS-267 3/17/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Dragonet SS-293 3/6/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Roncador SS-301 3/27/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Seahorse SS-304 3/31/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Sealion SS-315 3/8/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Catfish SS-339 3/19/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Diodon SS-349 3/18/1946 Wikipedia NavSource

Hammerhead SS-364 3/1/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Macabi SS-375 3/29/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Sterlet SS-392 3/4/1944 Wikipedia NavSource

Queenfish SS-393 3/11/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Spadefish SS-411 3/9/1944 Wikipedia NavSource

Stickleback SS-415 3/29/1945 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Cutlass SS-478 3/17/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Diablo SS-479 3/31/1945 Wikipedia NavSource

Amberjack SS-522 3/4/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Trigger SS-564 3/31/1952 Wikipedia NavSource

Grayback SSG-574 3/7/1958 Wikipedia NavSource
Seawolf SSN-575 3/30/1957 Wikipedia NavSource

Abraham Lincoln SSBN-602 3/11/1961 Wikipedia NavSource
Jack SSN-605 3/31/1967 Wikipedia NavSource

Sam Houston SSBN-609 3/6/1962 Wikipedia NavSource
Thomas A. Edison SSBN-610 3/10/1962 Wikipedia NavSource

Sturgeon SSN-637 3/3/1967 Wikipedia NavSource
Sunfish SSN-649 3/15/1969 Wikipedia NavSource
Billfish SSN-676 3/12/1971 Wikipedia NavSource
Omaha SSN-692 3/11/1978 Wikipedia NavSource

Cincinnati SSN-693 3/11/1978 Wikipedia NavSource
New York City SSN-696 3/3/1979 Wikipedia NavSource

Bremerton SSN-698 3/28/1981 Wikipedia NavSource
Minneapolis–Saint Paul SSN-708 3/10/1984 Wikipedia NavSource

Atlanta SSN-712 3/6/1982 Wikipedia NavSource
Montpelier SSN-765 3/13/1993 Wikipedia NavSource

New Mexico SSN-779 3/27/2010 Wikipedia NavSource
Colorado SSN-788 3/17/2018 Wikipedia NavSource
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BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Ron Zahner Gerry Gaylor Dr. Carol Sawyer Sponsor SSN-7203/11/2023
Rick Elster Beverly Geyer Paul Wassenberg ETR3 (SS) 3/10/2023

Bernard "Bernie" Sigler RM2 (SS) 3/13/2020
Mathias J. Holzer CS2(SS) 3/15/2016
George P. Elder EM1(SS) 3/24/2015

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS…

MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Rufino Guntang 4/4 Patricia Goron 4/2 Linda & Mike Allen 4/1
Jean Lemieux 4/7 Carol Poninsky 4/4 Charlene & Jimmy List 4/2

John Mack 4/7 Beverly Geyer 4/8 Kathleen & George Dolgos 4/4
Richard Simpson 4/10 Helga Iden 4/10 Nancy & Robert Clark 4/6

Jimmy List 4/11 Jacquelyn Kuhn 4/12 Elizabeth & Robert Davis 4/6
Merlin Larsen 4/14 Charlene List 4/17 Rose & Frank Nicotra 4/7

Ronald Campbell 4/19 Annette Romain 4/27 Carol & M. David Cochenour II 4/8
Lee Bookwalter 4/20 Debby Shrump 4/28 Jacquelyn & Blaine Kuhn 4/13
Scott Holzwarth 4/25 Nancy Clark 4/29 Elisabeth & Merlin Larsen 4/14

Robert Laird 4/26 Mary & Gregory Bayne 4/16
Connie & Jon Bruce 4/24

Kela Gary & Michael Gasparovic 4/24
Robert & Sandra Carman 4/27
Debby & Charles Shrump 4/27
Amy & Robert Goldman 4/29
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Commander’s                

Corner
Requin Base

Commanders Column
March 2026

As I sit here reflecting on this month’s activities I am comforted by the shipmates that came out to support 
the family of Gerry Gaylor and Beverly Geyer. Gerry and Beverly will be missed, but just like our shipmates 
that have gone before, they will live on in our memories fondly remembering the times spent together. Let us 
also be thankful for the support for Dave Halliday who suffered a fire in his home (thankfully no one was 
harmed).  On behalf of the families and the USS Requin Base, THANK YOU SHIPMATES.

This Saturday is the St. Patrick’s Day parade downtown.

The people mover and float will be leaving the German Club at 8:30 to head to our assigned space in the 
parade lineup. The German Club will provide sandwiches after the parade. The German Club address is: 
857 Phineas St, Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Jason Deichler will be speaking at the USS Pittsburgh Legacy Series on March 19, 2026, and has invited 
anyone interested to attend. You can sign up at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uss-pittsburgh-legacy-series-
the-first-pittsburgh-tickets-1982330409618?discount=NavyLeaguePitt  When you sign up select “Navy 
League Member”

I have been getting reports of people not receiving email communications from the base. Investigations have 
shown that emails are sent and are going into individual’s spam/junk folders. We cannot control how your 
email client handles incoming messages. 

To ensure you get important email messages, please make it a habit to check your spam/junk folder daily. 
Email messages regarding base activities and communications will come from myself or Frank Vereb. 
Please add us to your email clients contact list. Also, each time a non-spam message is in your spam/junk 
folder click on the not spam/junk button/icon in your email client. This should “help” prevent the messages 
from going to the spam/junk folders.

Pride Runs Deep

---------------------------------------

Lou Hamill

Commander USS Requin Base

---------------------------------------

COMMANDER’S CORNER
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MEETING MINUTES
These are the minutes as recorded at the base mee�ng and are not edited or 

moderated by the newsle�er editor. You can address any issues or concerns in the 
minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
March 7, 2026

American Legion Post 641 Baden PA

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Mike Allen, Willard Ashmore, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Don Bright, George Brown, Dan Busby, 
Joe Campisi, Joe Capito, Ken Crosby, Huey & Edie Dietrich, Bob & Lynn Gourley, David Halliday, Lou 
Hamill, John Held, Mark Hoag, Jean Lemieux, Vince Metz, Frank Nicotra, Jeff Olson, Ed Perlowitz, Chuck 
Shrump, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Jack Sutherin, James Taylor, Frank Vereb, Charlie Warren, Mike Wyxkoff, Ron 
Zahner.

Shipmate George Brown lead the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate 
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of 
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who 
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

• USS PERCH (SS 176)   March 3, 1942 
• USS GRAMPUS (SS 207)  March 5, 1943 
• USS H-1 (SS 28)    March 12, 1920
• USS TRITON (SS 201)  March 15, 1943 
• USS KETE (SS 369)    March 20, 1945 
• USS F-4 (SS 23)    March 25, 1915
• USS TULLIBEE (SS 284)  March 26, 1944 
• USS TRIGGER (SS 237)  March 26, 1945 

We also honor our departed shipmates of the Requin Base lost in March; Dr. Carol Sawyer, Paul 
Wassenberg, Bernie Sigler, Mathias Holzer, and George Elder. Finally let us remember all the brave 
submariners who died performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually and some in groups, 
but where the submarine itself was not lost.

Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Invocation.

Quote Of The Day: “The storm only comes to teach you how to skillfully sail your ship”

Requin History: Nothing to report

Members introduced themselves and the boats they served on.

Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With 
one minor correction, the minutes were approved as published and amended.

Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits. With no 
objections, the report was approved.

MEETING MINUTES

mailto:jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
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Other Reports:

Binnacle List: Ron Zahner, Dave Halliday, Rick Elster

Eternal Patrol: Gerry Gaylor, Beverly Geyer

Base membership stands at 182.

Storekeeper

Eagle Scouts

PA License Plates

Floats

Kap(SS)4Kids(SS), May 4th at Children’s Hospital

Mush Morton awards, next presentation May 1st

Charitable Foundation

Requin Endowment, fund raising stands at approximately $25,000 towards a goal of $50,000.

Social Committee

Upcoming Events:

• March 14th, Veterans Day Parade Pittsburgh PA. Muster at German Club 0830. Parade starts at 1000.
• March 19th, USS Pittsburgh Legacy Series – Jason Deichler speaking.
• April 25th, USS Idaho SSN-799 commissioning in Groton CT.

April Base meeting is being moved from Canonsburg PA to American Legion Post 641 Baden PA.

Old Business: 

2026 Booster Drive, $2,350 so far this year.

New Business:

Jeff Olson spoke regarding May 16th Armed Services Day 1000 to 1800 at Baden Municipal Complex, 149 
State Street, Baden PA.

Literature is available from Mike Allen regarding VA burial applications and other VA benefits.

Good of The Order:  Food orders for each Base meeting are submitted on Wednesday at noon. Members 
are requested to respond in a timely manner to meeting attendance emails.

Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Benediction.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.  

Next meeting: American Legion Post 641 Baden PA at 1230 hours on April 11, 2026.
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MONTH IN REVIEW

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uss-pittsburgh-legacy-series-the-first-pittsburgh-tickets-1982330409618?
discount=NavyLeaguePitt

Agenda

Welcome & Opening Remarks

Capt (Ret.) Tom Clark

An overview of the USS Pittsburgh Commissioning Committee’s Program of Work leading up to 
commissioning LPD 31. Introduction to the USS Pittsburgh Legacy Series and how the community can 
engage in preserving and advancing our naval heritage.

The First Pittsburgh – A Naval Legacy

Capt (Ret.) Byron King

Captain (Ret.) Byron King will present on the service and history of the first USS Pittsburgh, setting the 
foundation for understanding the enduring legacy carried forward through five namesake vessels.

Construction Update – USS Pittsburgh (LPD 31)

Capt Matthew Tardy

Captain Matthew Tardy, Program Manager Amphibious Warfare Program Office, will provide a construction 
update on LPD 31, highlighting milestones, progress, and insight into bringing Pittsburgh’s next namesake 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uss-pittsburgh-legacy-series-the-first-pittsburgh-tickets-1982330409618?discount=NavyLeaguePitt
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/uss-pittsburgh-legacy-series-the-first-pittsburgh-tickets-1982330409618?discount=NavyLeaguePitt
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vessel to life.

Fireside Chat – Captain Jason Deichler

Capt Jason Deichler

A special conversation with Captain Jason Deichler, the last Commanding Officer of USS Pittsburgh (SSN 
720), reflecting on leadership, service, and the enduring bond between the ship, her crew, and the City of 
Pittsburgh.

Special Announcement & Closing Remarks

Captain (Ret.) Paula “Polly” Bozdech-Veater,

Captain (Ret.) Paula “Polly” Bozdech-Veater, Chair of the USS Pittsburgh Commissioning Committee, will 
offer closing remarks and share a special announcement as we look ahead to commissioning and the next 
chapter in Pittsburgh’s proud naval legacy.

-------- Forwarded Message --------

Subject: ARMED SERVICES DAY INVITATION

Date: Tue, 24 Feb 2026 12:19:15 -0500

From: Jeffrey Olson <olson.district26@gmail.com>

To: ITgeek8088@gmail.com <ITgeek8088@gmail.com>

Lou,

It was a pleasure speaking with you, and I truly appreciate you taking my call.

As we discussed, the Borough of Baden will be hosting an Armed Services Day Event not only to recognize 
and honor our military but, more importantly, to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of our nation. As you know, 
Baden — and Western Pennsylvania as a whole — played a significant role in the early formation of the 
United States. This event is intended to reconnect our community with that history and highlight the 
importance of our region’s contributions to our country’s founding.

The event will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2026, at the:

Baden Borough Municipal Complex

149 State Street

Baden, PA 15005

The event will run from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, with the Opening Ceremony beginning at 11:00 AM.

We would be honored to have you and the members of the USS Requin Veterans, Inc. participate by 
providing your float, and setting up a display table to promote your program and share educational materials. 
Your group's involvement would greatly enhance the educational, historical, and cultural impact of the event. 
Please feel free to incorporate any information, demonstrations, or resources you believe would be 
meaningful to attendees.

Baden’s local history is deeply tied to the founding era. The borough was originally part of Logstown, an 
important Native American and colonial settlement. The area is also near the site of the first U.S. Army 
training encampment established under General Anthony Wayne — commonly known as Legionville — 
which is widely recognized as the first formal basic training camp of the United States Army.

Additionally, I would sincerely appreciate your assistance in connecting us with individuals or groups who 
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may be willing to participate and further strengthen the historical components of the event. We are currently 
seeking:

Revolutionary War reenactors

Civil War reenactors

World War I and World War II reenactors

A Frontiersman group

You also mentioned the possibility of assisting with contacts or individuals who could contribute to the event. 
Any support or direction you could provide would be greatly appreciated.

If this inaugural event proves successful, there has been discussion of developing it into an annual, county-
sponsored event held in Beaver, the county seat, further expanding its reach and community impact.

Thank you again for your time and consideration. I look forward to working with you.

Respectfully, 

Jeffrey D. Olson

724-570-4317 
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I found these pictures on a very old website named USSRonquil.com.  Lots of great information about Gerry's 
ship, including some pictures accredited to Gerry Gaylor himself!  I thought I would post those here to share.

- Editor

http://USSRonquil.com
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CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
Friends,

It has been a trying past few weeks since last we spoke.  As you all know, Gerry Gaylor went on Eternal 
Patrol and was joined not long after by our dear friend, Beverly Geyer.  To say they will be missed is an 
understatement.

I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to the members that were able to serve in the Funeral Detail 
for both Bev and Gerry.  These are very difficult times for the families and for us to be there to lend a 
shoulder to lean on can mean a lot.  

I decided, as Editor of this fine publication, to dedicate the March issue in memory of Gerry, one of the very 
few Old Time Submariners.  

In His Service, 

Frank T. Vereb  

412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at
h�ps://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next USSVI mee�ng.

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

mailto:fvereb2@gmail.com
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SAY AGAIN?

UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS:

None. 

Small Boat Transfer: A small boat used to transfer things, usually sick or bereaved bubbleheads.

TDU Weight:  A heavy steel disk used to properly add weight to a trash can that is discarded from the 
bottom of the boat.  That way it sinks to the bottom of the ocean.  Just like in the Cosa Nostra.  

Phantom Shitter:  A person, usually a watchstander, that simply CANNOT contain their bowels while in a 
precarious situation.  Sometimes this person is forced to turn to a life of fecal crime by voiding their guts into 
a black garbage bag, which is then disposed of with the other trash.  Tune in next month when I explain 
what happens when this bag makes it way into the TDU compactor with 3000# hydraulics!     

Base Meeting
American Legion Post 641

11 APR 2026 @ 1230

Base Activities
• March 14th, Veterans Day Parade Pittsburgh PA
• USS Idaho commissioning will be April 25th in Groton CT

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP
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FEATURED BOAT: USS RONQUIL SS-396
FEATURED BOAT

Gerry Gaylor, Rest Your Oar

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Ronquil
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THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY
03/02/1945
USS Bowfin (SS 287) sinks Japanese transport Chokai Maru, and patrol bombers PB4Y-2 (VPB 119) sink 
transport Nichirin Maru in East China Sea. 

03/03/1942
USS Perch (SS 176), after being depth-charged and irreparably damaged by Japanese destroyers Ushio 
and Sazanami, is scuttled by her crew in the Java Sea. All hands survive but are taken prisoner. 

03/04/1945
USS Baya (SS 318) sinks merchant tanker Palembang Maru off Cape Varella, French Indochina, and USS 
Tilefish (SS 307) and sinks Japanese fishing vessel ShikoMaru.

03/05/1945
USS Sea Robin (SS 407) sinks three Japanese gunboats and USS Bashaw (SS 241) sinks two Japanese 
tankers.

03/06/1944
USS Nautilus (SS 168) attacks a Japanese convoy approximately 240 miles north-north west of Saipan and 
sinks transport (ex-hospital ship) America Maru.

03/07/1942
USS Grenadier (SS 210) torpedoes Japanese Asahisan Maru south of Shioya Saki, causing damage to the 
transport ship.

03/07/1958
USS Grayback (SSG 574) is commissioned. She is the first submarine built from the keel up with guided 
missile capability to fire the Regulus II missile.

03/08/1961
USS Patrick Henry (SSBN 599) returns from patrol to become the first ballistic missile submarine to use 
Holy Loch, Scotland, as a refit and upkeep anchorage.

03/09/1944
USS Lapon (SS 260), while pursuing a Japanese convoy in the South China Sea, sank two freighters and 
survived a counterattack by Japanese gunboat.

03/10/1944
USS Kete (SS 369) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks one cargo and two transport ships while dodging 
counterattacks.

03/13/1993
USS Montpelier (SSN 765) is commissioned at Naval Station Norfolk. The boat is the 15th in the Los 
Angeles-Improved class of attack submarines.

03/14/1945
USS Bream (SS 243) sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser Kihin Maru in the Java Sea, south of 
Borneo. Also on this date, USS Trepang (SS 412) sinks the Japanese guardboat Kaiko Maru off Inubo Saki, 
Japan.

03/17/1898
John Holland's submarine, Holland IV, performs the first successful diving and surfacing tests off Staten 
Island, N.Y.

SUB HISTORY
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03/17/1945
USS Sealion (SS 315) sinks Bangkok-bound Thai oiler Samui off Trengganu coast, while USS Spot (SS 
413) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks army cargo vessel Nanking Maru off Yushiyama Island and 
damages cargo Ikomasan Maru, beached off Matsu Island.

03/17/1959
USS Skate (SSN-578) becomes the first submarine to surface at the North Pole, traveling 3,000 miles in and 
under Arctic ice for more than a month.

03/19/1945
Submarine USS Balao (SS 285) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks one troopship and three fishing 
vessels and damages another off the Yangtze estuary about 90 miles north-northwest of Shanghi.

03/20/1944
USS Angler (SS 240) completes the evacuation of 58 U.S. citizens, including women and children, from the 
west coast of Panay, Philippine Islands. The sub had been told there were only 20 people, straining the 
boats supplies until it arrived at Fremantle April 9.

03/21/1943
USS Herring (SS 233) sinks the German submarine U 163 off the Bay of Biscay. The German submarine 
was responsible for sinking USS Erie (PG 50) on Nov. 14, 1942.

03/21/1945
USS Baya (SS 318) sinks the auxiliary netlayer Kainan Maru off Cam Ranh Bay.

03/22/1943
USS Gudgeon (SS 211) attacks a Japanese convoy 30 miles north Surabaya, Java, sinking an army cargo 
ship while surviving the depth charge attack by her escort vessels. Also on this date, USS Tambor (SS 198) 
damages a Japanese transport in the Sulu Sea, off Negros, Philippines.

03/23/1944
USS Tunny (SS 282) sinks the Japanese submarine I 42 off the Palau Islands.

03/24/1944
USS Bowfin (SS 287) attacks a Japanese convoy, sinking both a transport and army cargo ship.

03/25/1915
The submarine, F-4 (SS 23) sinks off Honolulu, Hawaii, with the loss of 21 lives. It is the first commissioned 
submarine loss for the U.S. Navy.

03/27/1944
USS Hake (SS 256) torpedoes and sinks Japanese merchant tanker Yamamizu Maru about 75 miles south 
of Borneo. Also on this date, USS Rasher (SS 269) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks army cargo ship 
Nichinan Maru about 50 miles north of Bali.

03/28/1944
Submarines USS Barb (SS 220) and USS Silversides (SS 236) sink Japanese cargo freighter Fukusei Maru 
off Rasa Island and Japanese cargo ship Kairyu Maru off Manokwari, New Guinea, respectively.

03/29/1944
USS Haddo (SS 255) torpedoes and sinks Japanese army cargo ship Nichian Maru in South China Sea. 
Also on this date, USS Tunny (SS 282) torpedoes the Japanese battleship Musashi off Palau, necessitating 
for her to be repaired in Japan.
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03/30/1944
USS Darter (SS 227) sinks a Japanese army cargo ship near New Guinea, despite the presence of an 
escort vessel. Also on this date, USS Picuda (SS 382) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks a transport ship 
near Guam while USS Stingray (SS 186) sinks a transport ship near Saipan.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST
Denmark Airlifts US Submarine Crew Member In Urgent 

Arctic Medevac Off Greenland 
By MI News Network

Published  23 FEB 2026

Denmark’s military carried out an emergency medical evacuation of a United States submarine crew 
member near Greenland’s capital, Nuuk, on Saturday.

The rescue took place about seven nautical miles (13 kilometers) off the coast in Arctic waters. The 
evacuation was confirmed by the Danish Joint Arctic Command.

According to Denmark’s Arctic command, the crew member required urgent medical treatment while the 
U.S. submarine was operating in Greenlandic waters.

A Danish Defence Seahawk helicopter was deployed from an inspection vessel to retrieve the individual. 
The helicopter airlifted the submariner and transferred the patient to a hospital in Nuuk for immediate care.

The identity of the submarine and the medical condition of the crew member were not disclosed.

Greenland is an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of Denmark and sits in a strategically vital Arctic 
corridor.

The waters around Nuuk are part of key North Atlantic sea routes and are closely monitored due to 
increasing military and commercial activity.

The United States and Denmark maintain strong defense ties in the Arctic. The region has grown in 
geopolitical importance due to melting sea ice, expanding shipping lanes, and competition over mineral 
resources.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/denmark-airlifts-us-submarine-crew-member-in-urgent-arctic-medevac-off-greenland/
https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/denmark-airlifts-us-submarine-crew-member-in-urgent-arctic-medevac-off-greenland/
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Submarine operations in Arctic waters are complex due to extreme weather, ice conditions, and limited 
emergency response infrastructure.

Medevac missions in this environment require precise coordination and rapid deployment capabilities.

The evacuation came the same day U.S. President Donald Trump announced plans to send a hospital ship 
to Greenland. He stated on his Truth Social platform that many residents in Greenland were sick and not 
receiving adequate care.

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen defended Denmark’s healthcare system, saying the country 
provides free and equal access to healthcare, including in Greenland.

Greenland occupies a critical position between North America and Europe. Its Arctic location makes it 
central to NATO surveillance, submarine tracking, and North Atlantic maritime security.

The Arctic is witnessing increased naval deployments as nations expand their presence. Military submarines 
routinely operate in the region for surveillance, deterrence, and training exercises.

Emergency response capabilities in the Arctic remain limited compared to temperate regions. Helicopter-
based evacuations remain the fastest method for extracting personnel from vessels operating far from 
shore.
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US submarine sinks Iranian warship off Sri Lanka killing at least 80 
and leaving dozens more injured

By Tara Conham

Published 04 MARCH 2026

A US military submarine has launched a strike on an Iranian warship off Sri Lanka’s coast, killing more than 
80 people and leaving dozens more injured.

US defence secretary Pete Hegseth confirmed that America had torpedoed the vessel in international 
waters during a press conference on the war against Iran on Wednesday.

“The Iranian navy rests at the bottom of the Persian Gulf,” he said, as he showed footage of Tuesday night’s 
attack in the Indian Ocean on what he called the Islamic Republic's “prize ship”.

Hegseth claimed it marked the first time an enemy vessel had been sunk by a torpedo since the Second World 
War.

Sri Lanka's navy said on Wednesday it recovered 87 bodies and rescued 32 people, after initial reports 
suggested more than 100 people were missing following the strike.

Sri Lanka's foreign minister Vĳitha Herath told parliament that its navy had earlier received information that the 
Iranian frigate Iris Dena, with 180 people on board, was in distress and sinking. The island nation sent ships 
and air force planes on a rescue mission.

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/iran-ship-submarine-attack-sri-lanka-us-war-b2931613.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/iran-ship-submarine-attack-sri-lanka-us-war-b2931613.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2026-02-12/rare-photos-navy-submarines-guam-20711627.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2026-02-12/rare-photos-navy-submarines-guam-20711627.html
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Navy spokesman Commander Buddhika Sampath said by the time navy ships reached the location, there was 
no sign of the ship and “there were only some oil patches and life rafts. We found people floating on the water.”

He said the 32 people rescued were admitted to a hospital in the seaside town of Galle on Sri Lanka's southern 
coast, while the bodies recovered were being brought to land.

Security personnel were seen standing guard in front of the National Hospital Galle, while ambulances drove 
into Sri Lanka's southern naval headquarters in the city.

Dr Anil Jasinghe, a top health ministry official, said one of those rescued is in critical condition, seven are 
receiving emergency treatment and others are being treated for minor injuries.

The Iris Dena – one of Iran's newest warships – is a Moudge-class frigate that patrols in deep water for the 
Iranian navy. It is armed with heavy guns, surface-to-air missiles, anti-ship missiles and torpedoes, and also 
carries one helicopter.

The frigate was the centrepiece of a two-ship international tour in 2023 that included port calls in countries 
including South Africa and Brazil, and was accompanied by the support ship Iris Makran, a converted oil 
tanker.

The US Treasury Department included both ships on a sanctions designation in February 2023 along with 
eight executives of an Iranian drone manufacturer that supplied the weapons to Russia for use against civilian 
targets in Ukraine.

At least 17 Iranian naval vessels have been sunk during the ongoing war, said US Admiral Brad Cooper, who 
leads the American military's Central Command.

“We are also sinking the Iranian navy – the entire navy,” he said in a video message. “Thus far we've 
destroyed 17 Iranian ships, including the most operational Iranian submarine that now has a hole in its side.

“For decades, the Iranian regime has harassed international shipping,” he added. “Today there's not a single 
Iranian ship underway in the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, or Gulf of Oman, and we will not stop.”

The sinking of the Iris Dena comes on the fifth day of the US and Israel’s war with Iran, as countries across 
the Middle East continue to get dragged into the conflict.

During the Pentagon news briefing on Wednesday, Hegseth warned attacks on Iran will continue for as long 
as necessary and US “will punch Iran while it is down”.

“Our air defences and that of our allies have plenty of runway,” he told reporters. “We can sustain this fight 
easily for as long as we need to...

“This was never meant to be a fair fight, and it’s not a fair fight. We are punching them while they’re down, and 
that’s exactly how it should be.”

Speaking of the six members of the US military who have been killed in the conflict, he vowed to “avenge” their 
deaths. And asked about the attack on a girls’ primary school in southern Iran, which killed more than 160 
people including scores of pupils, he said the US is investigating the incident.

Explosions sounded in Tehran on Wednesday, with more than 1,000 people reportedly killed in Iran so far, 
while Israel's military said its air defences had been activated to intercept incoming Iranian missiles and 
explosions were heard around Jerusalem.

Blasts were also reported in Lebanon, where Israel said it is retaliating against Hezbollah militants. Thick 
columns of smoke rose above Beirut as renewed Israeli strikes reduced large buildings in the Haret Hreik to 
piles of rubble.

In the latest escalation in the expanding conflict, Nato air defences shot down an Iranian ballistic missile 
heading towards Turkish airspace, Ankara said.  The missile was shot down over the eastern Mediterranean 
Sea. No casualties or injuries were reported in the incident, which prompted the first action from Nato forces 
so far.
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Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the USS S-32 (SS-137) as she engages the enemy 
on her fifth war patrol in the Pacific in OCT 1942 .  Will they be able to fire on the enemy after striking a sand 
bar?.  Check it out in this issue of WAR PATROL!

WAR PATROL!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-32
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-31
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nclcZmzKonXoHFPlgxinxCman8V_31VS/edit
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REQUIN BASE SUPPORTERS
The task of perpetua�ng the memory of our lost shipmates is forever and cannot be done alone. This task takes �me, money, 
dedica�on and patrio�sm from all walks of life, both veteran and civilian. USS Requin Base would like to recognize all those that 
help us fulfill the task of remembering and honoring those we have lost to secure the freedoms we enjoy today.  h�ps://
requinbase.org/customer-photos/ 

American Legion Posts

80 106 249

290 368 481

641 902

VFW Posts

191 249 311

1821 3945 7505 

8168 9199

Stinky’s Bar & Grill Allegheny County Rifle Club Cavaliere Brothers
4901 Hatfield Street 99 Schuetzen Park Rd 1412 Mt Royal Blvd #1

PGH, PA 15201 PGH, PA 15209 Glenshaw, PA 15116

Teutonia Männerchor The Bulldog Pub Verdetto’s Bar & Restaurant
857 Phinneas Street 1818 Morningside Ave 814 Madison Avenue

PGH, PA 15212 PGH, PA 15206 PGH, PA 15212

Huntz’s Tavern Main Street Bar & Billiards The Blue Goose Saloon
645 Butler Street 604 Main Street 605 Mt Royal Blvd
PGH, PA 15223 Sharpsburg, PA 15215 PGH, PA 15223

Talor Garden Scaping Z Florist Danny’s Bar & Grill
1728 Crosby Avenue 804 Mt Royal Blvd 1511 Center Ave

PGH, PA 15216 PGH, PA 15223 West View, PA 15229

Nox’s Tavern & Grille Monte Cello’s Italian Restaurant Nox’s on 8
720 Blaw Ave 2198 Babcock Blvd 3008 William Flinn Hwy

PGH, PA 15238 PGH, PA 15209 Allison Park, PA 15101

*** 2026 BOOSTERS***

SUPPORTERS

American Legion Post 359
American Legion Post 490
American Legion Post 862
American Legion Post 902
American Legion Post 641

NUCLEAR
VFW Post 764

PLATINUM
Ron Zahner

SHIPMATE
Jason Rinker (State Farm)

VFW Post 214
VFW Post 1409
Pat McConville

Rick Elster
American Legion Post 935

Joe Campisi
Lou Hamill

Ralph Stroede
Lee Bookwalter

C&R Roofing & Heating

SILVER
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