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The USSVI Requin Base supports the Na�onal Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of du�es while serving their country. That their 
dedica�on, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of mo�va�on toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and 
patrio�sm to the United States of America and its Cons�tu�on.”
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MEETING INFORMATION
Mee�ngs are held on the second Saturday of the month, 
normally at the Baden PA American Legion. Quarterly 
mee�ngs are held around our membership area.

Our next mee�ng will be

13 JUN 2026 @ 1230 hours
American Legion Post 290

BASE LOCATION

FROM THE EDITOR

American Legion Post 641
271 State St

Baden PA 15005

Please send ideas for ar�cles or copies of ar�cles, with 
full credit informa�on to me for considera�on of 
submission in the SVD. We are a SUBMARINE group. 
As such, the ar�cles should be SUBMARINE or NAVY-
related. 

DEADLINE: NO LATER THAN 1600 ON 
WEDNESDAY AFTER POST MEETING

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

h�ps://www.requinbase.org/

FRONT MATTER

https://www.requinbase.org/
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USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office Officer Phone eMail
Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007@hotmail.com
2nd Vice Commander Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com
Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635 hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com
Newsletter Editor Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com
Eagle Scout Chair Eric Greenwald 412-770-7329 ericjgreenwald@gmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com

USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com

Office Officer Phone eMail
National Commander Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander Timothy Carlisle 925-812-4239 Timothybwcarlisle@gmail.com

Junior Vice Commander Thomas Williams 512-632-9439 texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary David Farrugia 813-951-1898 DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer John Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 treasurer.ussvi.hrb@gmail.com

Past Commander William Andrea 561-790-1287 wcandrea@bellsouth.net

Chaplain James Sandman 615-975-4792 Jsandman85@gmail.com 

Region Director NE Jeffrey Walsh 860-449-2103 Neregiondir@yahoo.com

District Commander EN3 Thomas Denton 301-845-0049 gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office Sharon Walsh 360-337-2978 ussvi@telebyte.net

OFFICERS
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On Eternal Patrol

Tolling of the Boats for May

TOLLING OF THE BOATS

USS Lagarto (SS-371)
Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 86 men near the Gulf of Siam. On her 2nd war patrol, she is believed to 
have been lost to a radar equipped minelayer. This minelayer was sunk by the USS Hawkbill (SS-366) 2 
weeks later.

USS Scorpion (SSN-589)
USS Scorpion (SSN-589) was returning to Norfolk, VA from a Mediterranean deployment. On May 22,1968 
she reported her position to be about 50 miles south of the Azores. Scorpion was never heard from again. 
The exact cause of her loss has never been determined. 99 officers and men were lost.

USS Squalus (SS-192)
On May 23, 1939 USS Squalus suffered a catastrophic valve failure during a test dive off the Isle of Shoals. 
Partially flooded, the submarine sank to the bottom and came to rest keel down in 240 feet of water. 
Commander Charles Momsen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 33survivors use the 
diving bell he invented. 26 men drowned in the after compartments. Later Squalus was raised and 
recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an ironic turn of fate, Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier 
carrying surviving crew members from Sculpin, which had located Squalus in 1939. Only one of survived 
after spending the rest of the war as slave laborers in Japan.

USS Stickleback (SS-415)
Lost on May 28, 1958 when it sank off Hawaii while under tow after collision with USS Silverstein (DE-534). 
The entire crew was taken off prior to sinking.

https://oneternalpatrol.com/
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Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!
Submarines Commissioned During the Month of May

SUBS COMMISSIONED

Boat Commissioned Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Grampus SS-4 5/28/1903 Wikipedia NavSource

Pike SS-6 5/28/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
F-4 SS-23 5/3/1913 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
L-4 SS-43 5/4/1916 Wikipedia NavSource
O-4 SS-65 5/29/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
R-6 SS-83 5/1/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-2 SS-106 5/25/1920 Wikipedia NavSource
S-6 SS-111 5/17/1920 Wikipedia NavSource

S-29 SS-134 5/22/1924 Wikipedia NavSource
S-31 SS-136 5/11/1922 Wikipedia NavSource
S-38 SS-143 5/11/1923 Wikipedia NavSource
S-50 SS-161 5/20/1922 Wikipedia NavSource

Bonita SS-165 5/22/1926 Wikipedia NavSource
Narwhal SS-167 5/15/1930 Wikipedia NavSource
Grampus SS-207 5/23/1941 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Grenadier SS-210 5/1/1941 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Guardfish SS-217 5/8/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Bluefish SS-222 5/24/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Bonefish SS-223 5/31/1943 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Herring SS-233 5/4/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Kingfish SS-234 5/20/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Wahoo SS-238 5/15/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Bowfin SS-287 5/1/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Cabrilla SS-288 5/24/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Cisco SS-290 5/10/1943 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Baya SS-318 5/20/1944 Wikipedia NavSource

Becuna SS-319 5/27/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Chopper SS-342 5/25/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Hawkbill SS-366 5/17/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Segundo SS-398 5/9/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Sea Cat SS-399 5/16/1944 Wikipedia NavSource

Sea Devil SS-400 5/24/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Trepang SS-412 5/22/1944 Wikipedia NavSource

Irex SS-482 5/14/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Wahoo SS-565 5/30/1952 Wikipedia NavSource
Permit SSN-594 5/29/1962 Wikipedia NavSource
Pollack SSN-603 5/26/1964 Wikipedia NavSource

John Marshall SSBN-611 5/21/1962 Wikipedia NavSource
John Adams SSBN-620 5/12/1964 Wikipedia NavSource
Tecumseh SSBN-628 5/29/1964 Wikipedia NavSource

Pogy SSN-647 5/15/1971 Wikipedia NavSource
Silversides SSN-679 5/5/1972 Wikipedia NavSource

William H. Bates SSN-680 5/5/1973 Wikipedia NavSource
Jacksonville SSN-699 5/16/1981 Wikipedia NavSource
Albuquerque SSN-706 5/21/1983 Wikipedia NavSource

Norfolk SSN-714 5/21/1983 Wikipedia NavSource
Salt Lake City SSN-716 5/12/1984 Wikipedia NavSource

Alabama SSBN-731 5/25/1985 Wikipedia NavSource
Hawaii SSN-776 5/5/2007 Wikipedia NavSource

North Carolina SSN-777 5/3/2008 Wikipedia NavSource
Oregon SSN-793 5/28/2022 Wikipedia NavSource
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BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Ron Zahner John Bistolas George Pilley FTB3 (SS) 5/16/25
Nancy Bouts George Stass ETC (SS) 5/13/23
Gail Swinney Robert W. Lindsay MMCM(SS) 5/31/17

John W. Yaksich RD3(SS) 5/19/17
Richard R. Tate MM2(SS) 5/15/15

James A. Varney E5 5/15/14
Edmund John Figas MOMM3(SS) 5/2/12

Donald A. Tamburello TM1(SS) 5/5/99

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS…

MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Frank Nicotra 6/1 Robert Carman 6/2 Nancy & Clair Bouts 6/1

Joseph Monteleone 6/6 Christina (Tina) Wyckoff 6/2 Vivian & John Mack 6/1
Alexander Hamill 6/12 Sheila Burdin 6/4 Deborah & Steven Kerch 6/3

Joseph Elyard 6/13 Tammy Duffy 6/6 Nancy & Charles Loskoch 6/6
James Wiehagen 6/14 Mary Beth Flaugh 6/6 Kimberly & John Swords 6/7
Kenneth Crosby 6/15 Kathy Wood 6/6 Holly & John Sipes Jr. 6/12

Sandra Ellis 6/17 Danielle Greenwald 6/7 Patricia & Ronald Goron 6/14
John Sutherin, Jr 6/17 Sandy Hamill 6/8 Kathy & Robert J. Schmidt 6/14
Robert Lindsey 6/21 Adriana Hoag 6/13 Jolina & Frank Vereb 6/14

Frank Vereb 6/22 Mary Jane Derr 6/16 Vicky & Aubrey Smith 6/15
John Sipes Jr. 6/23 Karen Keys 6/18 Donna & C. William Greenlee 6/16

M. David Cochenour II 6/25 Jolina Vereb 6/22 Stephanie & Peter Foster 6/17
Joseph Campisi 6/29 Elizabeth Bistolas 6/29 Elaine & Daniel Plunkett 6/18

Richard McCullough 6/29 Carmella & Michael Markel 6/21
Helga & Larry Iden 6/30
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Commander’s                

Corner
Requin Base

Commanders Column
May 2026

Shipmates,

Thank You to everyone that was able to make it to the May meeting. 

I'm requesting that every member mark May 24, 2026 on their calendars for the annual Tolling of the Boats 
ceremony aboard USS Requin SS-481. This event is dedicated to honoring lost submarines and 
submariners, embodying the core of our mission statement. I encourage everyone nearby to attend - all 
hands on deck. For those unable to stand, seating will be provided.

We also have our usual parades on the 24th & 25th. A separate email has gone out to sign up for the May 
events. Please let me know which events you will be participating in. 

Please help us build support for the Requin Base Endowment and the 2026 Booster Drive by sharing the 
endowment and booster letters with individuals or organizations that may wish to contribute.

A copy of the endowment letter is attached to this copy of the SVD. You can also reach out directly to myself 
or Kyle Glaser.

Pride Runs Deep

---------------------------------------

Lou Hamill

Commander USS Requin Base

---------------------------------------

COMMANDER’S CORNER
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MEETING MINUTES
These are the minutes as recorded at the base mee�ng and are not edited or 

moderated by the newsle�er editor. You can address any issues or concerns in the 
minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2026

American Legion Post 641 Baden PA

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Willard Ashmore, Eric Bookmiller, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Don Bright, George Brown, Dan & 
Kathy Busby, Joe Campisi, Huey & Edie Dietrich, Rick Flaugh, Dick Geyer, Kyle Glazer, Bob & Lynn 
Gourley, David Halliday, Lou Hamill, John Held, Jean Lemieux, Chuck & Nancy Loskoch, Bob & Jude 
Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Ed Perlowitz, George Reed, Jeff Simon, James & SuzAnne Taylor, Chad 
Underkoffler, Frank Vereb, Craig & Lori Voland, Mike Wychoff.

COB Bob Meyers led the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate 
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of 
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who 
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

Boats Lost:
• USS LAGARTO (SS 371) May 3, 1945 
• USS SCORPION (SSN589) May 22, 1968
• USS SQUALUS (SS 192) May 23, 1939 (Re-commissioned as USS SAILFISH (SS 192) 1940)
• USS STICKELBACK (SS 415) May 30, 1958

We also remember our departed shipmates of the Requin Base: George Pilley, George Staas, Robert 
Lindsay, John Yaksich, Richard Tate, James Vamey, Ed Figas, and Donald Tamburello.  Let us also 
remember the brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually 
and some in groups, but where the submarine itself was not lost.

Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Invocation.

Quote Of The Day: “The time is always right to do what is right.” - Martin Luther King, Jr

Requin History: May 1, 1949, Requin sailed east for her first deployment with the Sixth Fleet.  May 14, 
1949, arriving at Gibraltar, Requin operated in the Mediterranean Sea. May 2, 1955, Requin sailed for her 5th

Mediterranean deployment.  Detached at the end of July, she returned to Norfolk VA and remained on the 
east coast with cruises to the Caribbean until November 1957 when she resumed duty with the Sixth Fleet.  
May 28, 1968, Requin departed Norfolk VA as part of search efforts for the missing nuclear attack submarine 
Scorpion SSN-589.  May 24, 1990, Requin was towed to Tampa Shipyard for dry docking and hull repairs in 
preparation for her move to Pittsburgh PA.

Members introduced themselves and the boats they served on.

Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With 
no objections, the minutes were approved as published.

MEETING MINUTES

mailto:jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
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Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits. With no 
objections, the report was approved.

Other Reports:

Binnacle List: Eileen Simon, Clare Bouts, Ron Zahner, Dan Busby

Eternal Patrol: John Bistolas

Base membership stands at 182.

Storekeeper, many submarine items on sale

Eagle Scouts

PA License Plates

Kap(SS)4Kids(SS), May 11th at 1100 at Children’s Hospital, two teams of two (Hamill, Meyers, Lindsey, 
Vereb).

Mush Morton award was presented May 1 by Lawton Gaines.

Requin Endowment, fund raising stands at approximately $28,050 towards a goal of $50,000.
Charitable Foundation

Booster Fund over $4350 collected so far this year.

Social Committee

Past Events:  Commissioning of USS Idaho SSN-799

Upcoming Events:

• May 11 - Kap(SS)4Kids(SS) at Children’s Hospital
• May 13 - 17th Annual Fish Rodeo - 9:00 AM O'Hara Township Community Park, 330 Fox Chapel Rd, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15238
• May 16 - Armed Services Day 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM Baden Borough Municipal Complex, 149 State Street 

Baden, PA 15005
• May 24 - Tolling of the Boats on USS Requin SS-481, muster at 0900, ceremony starts at 10000, Scott 

Buzzard USS Iowa COB attending
• May 24 - Carnegie Parade, muster at 1300
• May 25 - Sewickley Parade muster at 0900 with People Mover
• May 25 - Lawrenceville Parade muster at 0900 at Teamsters Temple with Nautilus float
• May 25 - Coraopolis Parade muster at 1230.
• May 29 - CSS-2 Change of Command, CAPT Jason Deichler departing

Old Business: None

New Business: Donation of $250 to Fish Rodeo was approved by the members present.

Good of The Order:

• Donations for John Bistolas shadow box were taken.
• Cups honoring Gerry Gaylor were passed out.
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Chaplain Frank Vereb gave the Benediction.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting: American Legion Post 290, 44403 OH-14, Columbiana, OH 44408 at 1230 hours on June 13, 
2026

Why did I volunteer for this?

-Bebe
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MONTH IN REVIEW

USS Idaho Commissioning
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SW PA Veterans Center

Therapy Donkeys!
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2026 National Convention Update

Shipmates,

Your 2026 National Convention in Corpus Christi is less than 5 months away! The room block is filling fast 
(well over 50%), registrations are steadily coming in, and a few tours are about to sell out. Make sure you 
don’t miss out, register and book your rooms now at https://subvetconvention.org! And don’t forget to follow 
us on Facebook/Instagram.

Just in case you are one of the few still on the fence and wondering why you should attend this year’s 
convention here’s a list we’ve come up with.

#10 – Have you ever taken a sunset cruise in Corpus Christi Bay?

#9 – How about a fishing trip, either Bay or in the Gulf?

#8 – You can visit the Texas State Aquarium and see the fish you didn’t catch.

#7 – Visit 1 or more of 10 uniquely different beaches including Padre Island National seashore with 60 miles 
of wild beach and drive on the beach.

#6 – Learn about Radio Controlled submarines, paddling a kayak down the Mississippi, Henry Breault and 
many other topics by a variety of various speakers we have slated throughout the week.

#5 – Largest collection of submarine related vendors along with lcal ones also that there is each year. Any 
cigar smokers out there? You won’t want to miss this one.

#4 – Opportunity to win some cool door prizes throughout the week, prizes will be drawn for at all catered 
hotel events. Each registrant gets 1 ticket and others can be purchased. Oh Yeah, don’t forget about the 
50/50 also!

#3 – How about food? Enjoy some outstanding fresh Gulf seafood and of course there will be plenty of 
opportunities to enjoy some of Texas’ 2 major food groups (BBQ and Tex-Mex).

#2 – Attend a truly special Tolling ceremony onboard the USS Lexington with a catered BBQ meal w/ cash 
bar onboard right after. We think this event is looking to be very special.

#1 – Of course, we will have all the usual meetings and hoopla but the biggest reason and what you hear 
every year is the chance to reconnect with past shipmates, meet new ones, share stories and make new 
memories.

There is no place better than at a National Convention to do this!

https://subvetconvention.org
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Kap(SS)forKid(SS)
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“LT Joshua Hanna was born and raised in Winfield, KS. Together with his wife, Jamie, he has one daughter, 
Clara. LT Hanna graduated from the United States Naval Academy in 2018 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nuclear Engineering. LT Hanna then participated in the Bowman Scholar program at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. In 2019, he graduated with his Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering.  

LT Hanna completed both Naval Nuclear Power Training and Prototype Training at Naval Weapons Station, 
Joint Base Charleston. He then reported as initial manning to the PCU Massachusetts (SSN 798) at 
Huntington Ingalls Shipyard in Newport News, Virginia. While there, he joined the USS New Mexico (SSN 
779) for a EUCOM deployment. On the USS New Mexico, LT Hanna served as the Electrical Assistant and 
later on the PCU Massachusetts, he served as Operational Safety Officer.  

For his shore tour, LT Hanna was an instructor of the Prospective Nuclear Engineering Officer Course at 
Naval Submarine School, Submarine Base New London. LT Hanna will next serve as the Weapons Officer 
aboard the USS Hyman G. Rickover (SSN 795) in Groton, CT.” 

Congratulations, LT Joshua Hanna

SSN 795 - USS Hyman G. Rickover
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CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
Friends,

Memorial Day is fast approaching, the Super Bowl for Veterans groups.  I know I will be seeing many of you 
at parades and ceremonies in the days to come.  While thinking on my Chaplain duties and what words I 
should share with you, I stumbled on 1 Thessalonians 4:14, which states:  

"Brothers, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you will 
not grieve like the rest, who are without hope." 

In this verse, the Apostle Paul addresses the early church's concern regarding believers who had died 
before Christ's return, urging them not to despair like those without faith.  This perspective is grounded in the 
Christian belief in the Resurrection, which provides a living hope that distinguishes the grief of believers from 
the hopeless sorrow of those without faith in the afterlife.

As I mulled this scripture, I realized that my Funeral Detail Prayer from my time at AL Post 464 echoed this 
sentiment exactly:

"Grant us, O Father, that our present sorrow may bring us closer to Thee, and that our hearts may be 
cleansed and purified by Thy grace. We thank Thee for the understanding that death does not really 
separate us from the departed. Help us to look beyond the grave and see the glories of that new Life. 
Help us to know that our loved ones who have passed on are not dead, but are living and enjoying Thy 
Grace and love more than when here on earth."

So I ask that you keep these words in mind as we remember not just those who died in defense of our 
country, but our fallen brothers from our Base, like John Bistolas.  As you all know, John went on Eternal 
Patrol just a few weeks ago.  I'd like to close this column with the idea that our Shipmates are nor gone 
forever; we will meet again.  Know that until then they rest by the side of God, in His Kingdom.  Till we meet 
again.

In His Service, 

Frank T. Vereb  

412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at
h�ps://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next USSVI mee�ng.

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

mailto:fvereb2@gmail.com
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SAY AGAIN?

UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS:

Please welcome Craig Voland and George Reed to Requin Base!  

George lives out in Altoona with his First Mate and qualifed on the 
Billfish (SSN-676).  

Craig lives in Harmony with his First Mate and qualified on the 
Lafayette (SSBN-616 BLUE).

Anyway, send George a note to welcome him at gtreed@yahoo.com
and Craig as well at craig.voland@gmail.com.  

Sat: Slang for "satisfactory," or "good enough for government work."

Biologics: Supposedly the sealife that emits noise we pick up on our sonar and the noise when we crash 
headlong into it submerged in excess of CLASSIFIED knots.

Towed Array: Prounouced "toe ta ray."  A long skinny cable that unravels behind the submarine and emits a 
mild but effective electric shock to sedate any biologics that just won't shut up so we can please get 4 or 5 
hours of sleep please God sat.

Base Meeting
American Legion Post 290

13 JUN 2026 @ 1230

Base Activities
May 11 - Kap(SS)4Kids(SS) at Children’s Hospital
May 13 - Fish Rodeo sponsored by VFW 3945
May 16 - Armed Services Day 1000 to 1800 at Baden Municipal Complex
May 24 - Tolling of the Boats on USS Requin SS-481, all hands on deck
May 24 - Carnegie Parade
May 25 - Sewickley Parade with People Mover
May 25 - Lawrenceville Parade with Nautilus float
May 25 - Coraopolis Parade
May 29 - CSS-2 Change of Command, CAPT Jason Deichler departing

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP

mailto:gtreed@yahoo.com
mailto:craig.voland@gmail.com
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FEATURED BOAT: USS Massachusetts SSN-798
FEATURED BOAT

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Massachusetts_(SSN-798)
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THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY
05/01/1943
USS Pogy (SS 266), in attack on a Japanese convoy, torpedoes and sinks the Japanese gunboat Keishin 
Maru off Iwaki, Japan.

05/02/1942
USS Drum (SS 228) sinks Japanese seaplane carrier, and USS Trout (SS 202) sinks a Japanese freighter 
off the southeast coast of Honshu.

05/02/1945
USS Springer (SS 414) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese frigate in the Yellow Sea and then sinks a 
Japanese coastal defense ship the next day.

05/03/1942
USS Spearfish (SS 190) evacuates naval and military officers, including nurses, from Corregidor before 
surrendering island to Japan.

05/03/2008
USS North Carolina (SSN 777) is commissioned at Port of Wilmington, N.C., before sailing for its homeport 
of Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton, Conn.

05/05/2007
USS Hawaii (SSN 776) is commissioned at Groton, Conn. The Virginia-class submarine, the first to be 
named after the Aloha State, arrives at its homeport of Pearl Harbor July 23, 2009 following her maiden 
underway period.

05/10/1944
USS Cod (SS 224) attacks a large Japanese convoy and destroyer off the west coast of Luzon. USS 
Silversides (SS 236) attacks a Japanese convoy about 120 miles south-southwest of Guam.

05/10/1960
USS Triton (SSRN 586), commanded by Capt. Edward L. Beach, completes a submerged circumnavigation 
of the world in 84 days following many of the routes taken by Magellan.

05/14/1944
USS Bonefish (SS 223) attacks a Japanese convoy bound for Sibitu Passage, Borneo, and sinks Japanese 
destroyer Inazuma near TawiTawi, east of Borneo and survives counter-attacks by Japanese destroyer 
Hibiki. Also on this date, USS Aspro (SS 309) and USS Bowfin (SS 287) attack a Japanese convoy and 
sinks cargo ship BisanMaru.

05/15/1969
The pre-commissioned submarine Guitarro (SSN 665) accidentally sinks while moored at U.S. Mare Island 
Naval Shipyard, Calif. Due to the damage, her commissioning date is rescheduled to Sept. 1972.

05/17/1942
USS Tautog (SS 199) sinks Japanese submarine I-28; USS Triton (SS 201) sinks the Japanese submarine (I 
64), and USS Skipjack (SS 184) sinks a Japanese army transport ship.

05/20/1944
USS Angler (SS 240) sinks Japanese transport Otori Maru and survives depth charging by its escort, while 
both USS Silversides (SS 236) and USS Bluegill (SS 242) sink enemy vessels.

05/21/1983

SUB HISTORY
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USS Albuquerque (SSN 706) is commissioned at Submarine Base New London, Groton, Conn. 

05/22/1968
USS Scorpion (SSN 589) is lost with her crew south-west of the Azores. In late Oct. 1968, her remains are 
found on the sea floor more than 10,000 feet below the surface by a deep-submergence vehicle towed from 
USNS Mizar (T-AGOR-11).

05/23/1939
USS Squalus (SS 192) suffers a catastrophic main induction valve failure during a test dive off the New 
Hampshire coast and is partially flooded, killing 26 crew members.

05/24/1939
Vice Adm. Allan McCann's Rescue Chamber is first used to rescue 33 men from the sunken USS Squalus 
(SS 192). Four Navy divers receive the Medal of Honor for their heroic actions on May 24-25 to rescue the 
trapped men.

05/25/1944
USS Flying Fish (SS 229) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks guardboat Daito Maru and freighter Osaka 
Maru north of Palau.

05/25/1985
USS Alabama (SSN 731) is commissioned at Naval Submarine Base New London, Conn.

05/26/1943
USS Saury (SS 189) attacks a Japanese convoy south of Kyushu and sinks transport Kagi Maru, about 10 
miles north of the Nansei Shoto. Also on this date, USS Whale (SS 239) sinks Japanese gunboat Shoei 
Maru (which is transporting men of the Guam Base Detachment) about 17 miles north-northwest of Rota, 
Mariana Islands.

05/27/1943
USS Runner (SS 275) departs Midway for her third war patrol but is never heard from again. Overdue and 
presumed lost in July 1943, she is struck from the Navy list that October.

05/28/1943
USS Peto (SS 265) sinks Japanese hydrographic-meteorological research ship Tenkai No.2 northeast of 
Mussau Island. Also on this date, USS Tunny (SS 282) sinks Japanese gunboat Shotoku Maru off the west 
coast of Rota, Mariana Islands.

05/28/1945
USS Ray (SS 271) sinks Japanese freighter Biko Maru northwest of Changshan. Also on this date, USS 
Blueback (SS 326) and USS Lamprey (SS 372) damage Japanese submarine chaser Ch1 in a surface 
gunnery action off Japara, N.E.I.

05/29/1945
USS Sterlet (SS 392) sinks Japanese army cargo ships Kuretake Maru and Tenyro Maru despite the close 
proximity of the escort Coast Defense Ship No. 65.

05/30/1944
USS Guitarro (SS 363) sinks Japanese freighter Shisen Maru, 60 miles south-east of Keelung, Formosa. 
Also on this date, USS Pompon (SS 267) sinks Japanese freighter Shiga Maru off Muroto Saki, Japan while 
USS Rasher (SS 269) sinks the gunboat Anshu Maru about 110 miles north-northeast of Halmahera.

05/31/1944
USS Barb (SS 220) and USS Herring (SS 233) attack Japanese shipping in the Sea of Okhotsk about 150 
miles west of Matsuwa Island, Kuril Islands, sinking several ships.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST

3 submarines and 2 cruisers among 14 ships Navy plans to 
remove from service 

By Gary Warner

Published 30 APR 2026

U.S. Navy SEALs operate in December 2021 from the USS Georgia using a special compartment affixed to 
the hull of the submarine. (Russell Rhodes Jr./U.S. Navy)

The U.S. Navy plans to remove 14 ships and submarines from its fleet this year, according to a Pentagon 
report.

Plans for disposing of or reusing the vessels were contained in an April 26 administrative memo from Rear 
Adm. M. D. Behning, the acting deputy chief of naval operations for warfighting requirements and 
capabilities.

The inactivation list includes three Cold War-era nuclear-powered submarines: Los Angeles-class fast attack 
submarines USS Newport News and USS Alexandria, and the Ohio-class missile submarine USS Georgia.

The Navy has been phasing out the Los Angeles-class submarines as it received new Virginia-class attack 
submarines.

The Newport News, commissioned in 1989, collided with the Japanese tanker Mogamigawa while 
submerged in the Strait of Hormuz in 2007. The Alexandria was commissioned in 1991.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2026-04-30/navy-list-ships-inactive-21541072.html
https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2026-04-30/navy-list-ships-inactive-21541072.html
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The Georgia was commissioned in 1984 as an Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine, carrying Trident I 
missiles to launch at targets in the event of nuclear war. The submarine collided in March 1986 with harbor 
tugboat USS Secota near Midway Island. The Secota sank, with the loss of two sailors. The Georgia 
suffered only minor damage.

The Georgia was converted in 2005 to a guided-missile submarine that could fire volleys of Tomahawk 
cruise missiles. It could also operate with a special compartment on its hull to carry and deploy special 
forces commandos.

The three submarines are to be “recycled,” a process at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard in which they are 
decommissioned and stripped of parts, and their nuclear reactors are removed. The reactors are encased in 
protective materials and taken by barge from Puget Sound to the Pacific Ocean, then down the Columbia 
River, where they are unloaded into a special trench for spent nuclear waste at the Hanford Nuclear site in 
southeastern Washington state.

The other vessels are either scrapped, designated as logistics support assets or turned over to the U.S. 
Maritime Administration for disposal.

Two Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruisers — USS Lake Erie and USS Shiloh — along with the dock 
landing ship USS Germantown and replenishment oiler USNS John Ericsson, will be used as “logistics 
support assets” to be “cannibalized” for spare parts, Behning says in the memo.

The Freedom-class littoral combat ship USS Fort Worth would be dismantled.

Five ships would be transferred to the U.S. Maritime Administration. Three are the vehicle cargo ships 
USNS Red Cloud, USNS Watkins and USNS Pomeroy.

The agency would also receive the offshore petroleum distribution vessel USNS VADM. K. R. Wheeler, and 
the replenishment oilers USNS Pecos and USNS Big Horn.

https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4471428/navy-commissions-submarine-uss-idaho/
https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4471428/navy-commissions-submarine-uss-idaho/
https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4471428/navy-commissions-submarine-uss-idaho/
https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4471428/navy-commissions-submarine-uss-idaho/
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Navy Commissions Submarine USS Idaho

By Darren Moore

Published 27 APR 2026

The crew of the submarine USS Idaho stand at attention during the boat's commissioning ceremony at Naval 
Submarine Base New London in Groton, Conn., April 25, 2026.

The Navy commissioned the submarine USS Idaho in a traditional ceremony at Naval Submarine Base New 
London in Groton, Connecticut, April 25.  

The ceremony marked the culmination of a multiyear construction process and officially brought the USS 
Idaho into the fleet. It is the fifth Navy vessel named for the Gem State. The most recent predecessor, USS 
Idaho, was a battleship commissioned in 1919 that earned seven battle stars for its service during World War 
II, including action at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, Japan.  

Sen. James Risch of Idaho delivered the principal address as the ceremony's keynote speaker.  

Hung Cao, acting Navy secretary, also delivered remarks, emphasizing the strategic importance of the new 
submarine.  

"We are a maritime nation, bordering on both the Atlantic and the Pacific [Oceans]. Our commerce depends 
on safe and secure sea lanes of communication," Cao said. "President [Donald J.] Trump's commission to our 
military is simple: to achieve peace through strength. The USS Idaho joins the fleet ready to answer the call 
to action, in any ocean, at any time."  

https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4471428/navy-commissions-submarine-uss-idaho/
https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4471428/navy-commissions-submarine-uss-idaho/
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Navy Cmdr. Chad J. Guillerault, commanding officer of the Idaho, addressed the attendees, speaking on 
behalf of the crew and the submarine's rich heritage.  

"The Idaho connection is more than a name, it is a legacy — a legacy built before us that is being reborn 
today," Guillerault declared. "I am incredibly proud to be the commissioning captain of a vessel so steeped in 
tradition ... and most importantly, honored to be the captain of a crew so mighty that they have outshone all 
those before them."  

The ship's sponsor, Teresa Stackley, gave the traditional order to "man our ship and bring her to life," at which 
point the crew ceremonially ran aboard to man the submarine. 

"This moment is for you, Cmdr. Guillerault, and your crew," Stackley said. "Please note that when you sail, my 
heart sails with you."  

The Idaho is the 26th Virginia-class submarine and the eighth of the advanced Block IV configuration. The 
ship was christened on March 16, 2024, at the shipyard in Groton.  

As the newest submarine to join the fleet, the Idaho brings cutting-edge warfighting capability to the nation's 
undersea forces. Virginia-class submarines feature enhanced stealth, sophisticated surveillance capabilities 
and special warfare enhancements to meet the Navy's multimission requirements.  

These submarines are 7,800 tons, 377 feet in length and have a beam of 34 feet. They are powered by a 
nuclear reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship, reducing lifecycle costs 
and increasing operational availability.  

The commissioning of the USS Idaho reinforces the Navy's commitment to maritime superiority and national 
security. For 250 years, American naval power has projected strength across the globe. That mission 
continues and intensifies with the addition of the nation's most advanced undersea assets.

The crew of the submarine USS Idaho run aboard the submarine while A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft assigned to the Idaho Air National 
Guard's 190th Fighter Squadron conduct a flyover during the boat's commissioning ceremony at Naval Submarine Base New 
London in Groton, Conn., April 25, 2026.
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Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the USS S-33 (SS-138) as she receives friendly fire 
in the form of PBYs dropping depth charges during her 7th War Patrol 04 JUN 1943 to 07 JUL 1943 .  Read 
as the sub stalks two sam pans and sends them to the bottom.  Check it out in this issue of WAR PATROL!

WAR PATROL!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-33
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ni7a70ocwWqtU7ER-fHy740E_w3CbUjl/edit
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REQUIN BASE SUPPORTERS
The task of perpetua�ng the memory of our lost shipmates is forever and cannot be done alone. This task takes �me, money, 
dedica�on and patrio�sm from all walks of life, both veteran and civilian. USS Requin Base would like to recognize all those that 
help us fulfill the task of remembering and honoring those we have lost to secure the freedoms we enjoy today.  h�ps://
requinbase.org/customer-photos/ 

American Legion Posts

80 106 249

290 368 481

641 902

VFW Posts

191 249 311

1821 3945 7505 

8168 9199

Stinky’s Bar & Grill Allegheny County Rifle Club Cavaliere Brothers
4901 Hatfield Street 99 Schuetzen Park Rd 1412 Mt Royal Blvd #1

PGH, PA 15201 PGH, PA 15209 Glenshaw, PA 15116

Teutonia Männerchor The Bulldog Pub Verdetto’s Bar & Restaurant
857 Phinneas Street 1818 Morningside Ave 814 Madison Avenue

PGH, PA 15212 PGH, PA 15206 PGH, PA 15212

Huntz’s Tavern Main Street Bar & Billiards The Blue Goose Saloon
645 Butler Street 604 Main Street 605 Mt Royal Blvd
PGH, PA 15223 Sharpsburg, PA 15215 PGH, PA 15223

Talor Garden Scaping Z Florist Danny’s Bar & Grill
1728 Crosby Avenue 804 Mt Royal Blvd 1511 Center Ave

PGH, PA 15216 PGH, PA 15223 West View, PA 15229

Nox’s Tavern & Grille Monte Cello’s Italian Restaurant Nox’s on 8
720 Blaw Ave 2198 Babcock Blvd 3008 William Flinn Hwy

PGH, PA 15238 PGH, PA 15209 Allison Park, PA 15101

*** 2026 BOOSTERS***

SUPPORTERS

American Legion Post 359
American Legion Post 490
American Legion Post 862
American Legion Post 902
American Legion Post 641
American Legion Post 764
American Legion Post 464

NUCLEAR
VFW Post 764

American Legion Post 785

PLATINUM
Ron Zahner

SHIPMATE
Jason Rinker (State Farm)

VFW Post 214
VFW Post 1409
Pat McConville

Rick Elster
American Legion Post 935
American Legion Post 145
American Legion Post 82

Joe Campisi
Lou Hamill

Ralph Stroede
Lee Bookwalter

C&R Roofing & Heating
American Legion Post 156
American Legion Post 924

SILVER


	FRONT MATTER
	OFFICERS
	TOLLING OF THE BOATS
	SUBS COMMISSIONED
	BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS…
	COMMANDER’S CORNER
	MEETING MINUTES
	MONTH IN REVIEW
	CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
	SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP
	FEATURED BOAT
	SUB HISTORY
	ARTICLES OF INTEREST
	WAR PATROL!
	SUPPORTERS

