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The USSVI Requin Base supports the Na�onal Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of du�es while serving their country. That their 
dedica�on, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of mo�va�on toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and 
patrio�sm to the United States of America and its Cons�tu�on.”
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MEETING INFORMATION
Mee�ngs are held on the second Saturday of the month, 
normally at the Baden PA American Legion. Quarterly 
mee�ngs are held around our membership area.

Our next mee�ng will be

08 AUG 2026 @ 1230 hours
Osteria Pasqualino, 4430 William Penn Hwy, 

Murrysville, PA 15668

BASE LOCATION

FROM THE EDITOR

American Legion Post 641
271 State St

Baden PA 15005

Please send ideas for ar�cles or copies of ar�cles, with 
full credit informa�on to me for considera�on of 
submission in the SVD. We are a SUBMARINE group. 
As such, the ar�cles should be SUBMARINE or NAVY-
related. 

DEADLINE: NO LATER THAN 1600 ON 
WEDNESDAY AFTER POST MEETING

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

h�ps://www.requinbase.org/

FRONT MATTER

https://www.requinbase.org/


3 Steel Valley Dolphins 07/2026TOC

USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office Officer Phone eMail
Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007@hotmail.com
2nd Vice Commander Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com
Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635 hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com
Newsletter Editor Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com
Eagle Scout Chair Eric Greenwald 412-770-7329 ericjgreenwald@gmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com

USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com

Office Officer Phone eMail
National Commander Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander Timothy Carlisle 925-812-4239 Timothybwcarlisle@gmail.com

Junior Vice Commander Thomas Williams 512-632-9439 texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary David Farrugia 813-951-1898 DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer John Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 treasurer.ussvi.hrb@gmail.com

Past Commander William Andrea 561-790-1287 wcandrea@bellsouth.net

Chaplain James Sandman 615-975-4792 Jsandman85@gmail.com 

Region Director NE Jeffrey Walsh 860-449-2103 Neregiondir@yahoo.com

District Commander EN3 Thomas Denton 301-845-0049 gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office Sharon Walsh 360-337-2978 ussvi@telebyte.net

OFFICERS
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On Eternal Patrol

Tolling of the Boats for July

TOLLING OF THE BOATS

USS S-28 (SS-133)
Lost on July 4,1944 with the loss of 49 crew members. She was conducting training exercises off Hawaii 
with the US Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After S-28 dove for a practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost 
contact. No distress signal or explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found near where S-28. 
The exact cause of her loss remains a mystery.

USS Robalo (SS-273)
Lost on July 26,1944 with the loss of 81 crew members while on her 3rdwar patrol. She struck a mine about 
2 miles off the coast of Palawan. Four men survived and swam ashore, then were imprisoned by the 
Japanese. Unfortunately, they were put on a Japanese destroyer and lost when that destroyer was sunk.

USS Grunion (SS-216)
Lost on July 30,1942 with the loss of 70 crew members while on her first war patrol near Kiska Harbor. She 
radioed that she sank two sub-chasers and damaged a third, but was never heard from again. Grunion’s 
mangled remains were found in the Bering Sea in 2006 off the Aleutian Island of Kiska.

https://oneternalpatrol.com/
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Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!
Submarines Commissioned During the Month of July

SUBS COMMISSIONED

O-7 SS-68 7/4/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
N-6 SS-58 7/9/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
O-8 SS-69 7/11/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
O-9 SS-70 7/27/1918 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
R-15 SS-92 7/27/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
R-8 SS-85 7/21/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
R-9 SS-86 7/30/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
S-7 SS-112 7/1/1920 Wikipedia NavSource
S-34 SS-139 7/12/1922 Wikipedia NavSource
S-25 SS-130 7/9/1923 Wikipedia NavSource
S-13 SS-118 7/14/1923 Wikipedia NavSource
S-37 SS-142 7/16/1923 Wikipedia NavSource
Nautilus SS-168 7/1/1930 Wikipedia NavSource
Spearfish SS-190 7/19/1939 Wikipedia NavSource
Swordfish SS-193 7/22/1939 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Tautog SS-199 7/3/1940 Wikipedia NavSource
Barb SS-220 7/8/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Sunfish SS-281 7/15/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Blackfish SS-221 7/22/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Runner SS-275 7/30/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Cero SS-225 7/4/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Raton SS-270 7/13/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Apogon SS-308 7/16/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Dace SS-247 7/23/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Ray SS-271 7/27/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Aspro SS-309 7/31/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Blackfin SS-322 7/4/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Jallao SS-368 7/8/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Caiman SS-323 7/17/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Sea Owl SS-405 7/17/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Kete SS-369 7/31/1944 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Sea Poacher SS-406 7/31/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Odax SS-484 7/11/1945 Wikipedia NavSource
Halfbeak SS-352 7/22/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Bonefish SS-582 7/9/1959 Wikipedia NavSource
Scorpion SSN-589 7/29/1960 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Andrew Jackson SSBN-619 7/3/1963 Wikipedia NavSource
Ulysses S. Grant SSBN-631 7/17/1964 Wikipedia NavSource
James Madison SSBN-627 7/28/1964 Wikipedia NavSource
Flasher SSN-613 7/22/1966 Wikipedia NavSource
Narwhal SSN-671 7/12/1969 Wikipedia NavSource
Groton SSN-694 7/8/1978 Wikipedia NavSource
Dallas SSN-700 7/18/1981 Wikipedia NavSource
Baltimore SSN-704 7/24/1982 Wikipedia NavSource
Hyman G. Rickover SSN-709 7/21/1984 Wikipedia NavSource
Honolulu SSN-718 7/6/1985 Wikipedia NavSource
Providence SSN-719 7/27/1985 Wikipedia NavSource
Helena SSN-725 7/11/1987 Wikipedia NavSource
Oklahoma City SSN-723 7/9/1988 Wikipedia NavSource
Kentucky SSBN-737 7/13/1991 Wikipedia NavSource
Nebraska SSBN-739 7/10/1993 Wikipedia NavSource
Columbus SSN-762 7/24/1993 Wikipedia NavSource
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Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!
Submarines Commissioned During the Month of July

SUBS COMMISSIONED

Rhode Island SSBN-740 7/9/1994 Wikipedia NavSource
Maine SSBN-741 7/29/1995 Wikipedia NavSource
Wyoming SSBN-742 7/13/1996 Wikipedia NavSource
Seawolf SSN-21 7/19/1997 Wikipedia NavSource
Missouri SSN-780 7/31/2010 Wikipedia NavSource
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BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Dave Halliday NONE Herbert Hollingsworth EM1(SS) 7/5/2022

Clair Bouts William A. Hawk TM2 (SS) 7/18/2021
Fred Voskuhl EM3 (SS) 7/23/2020
Ronald H. Shook STC(SS) 7/12/2017
Edward J. Covey CAPT 7/3/2017
Joseph T. Brenkus EN3(SS) 7/29/2015
Stephen A. Kossler EN2(SS) 7/27/2015
John G. Grienenberger LT 7/13/2014
Robert D. Armstrong TMSN(SS) 7/8/2014

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS…

MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Donald Bright 8/1 Jean Moore 8/2 Christine & Frank Certich 8/1
Ralph Stroede 8/7 Gwen Bushko 8/4 Nicole LaPietra & James 

Cowher 8/2
Willard Ashmore 8/11 Karen McGee 8/10 Brenda & Mark Winters 8/2
Fred Hayes 8/16 Susan Sutherin, Jr 8/12 Agnes & Thomas Strang 8/3
Sarah Bahr 8/18 Linda Allen 8/14 Sondra & James Schwarz 8/7
Arthur Davis 8/22 Carmella Markel 8/27 Ashlee & Michael Amenti 8/10
James Schwarz 8/26 Frances Osborne 8/28 Cindy & George Brown 8/12
Dennis Cantwell 8/29 Elaine Plunkett 8/29 Emma & Andrew Wolbrueck 8/17
Mark Winters 8/31 Laura & Michael Cherock 8/21

Erin & Aaron Houpt 8/23
Connie & Keith Small 8/31
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Commander’s                

Corner
Requin Base

Commanders Column
July 2026

Shipmates,

I would like to thank everyone that came to the meeting and those folks that came out to the July 4th parade. 

We have crossed the $30,000 mark towards our $50,000 floor for the Requin Base Endowment.

Of the 44 donors to date, 16 are Requin Base members. Our youngest donor is a pre-teen. I am especially 
grateful to the shipmates whose tireless efforts continue to set the standard for our base and help ensure we 
succeed in our mission. A copy of the donation letter is included in this and every issue of the SVD. You may 
also contact me, and I will be happy to send one to you. Please complete your donation today, and consider 
sharing a donation form with your local VFW, American Legion, or other individuals and businesses who 
may wish to help ensure the USS Requin SS-481 remains a lasting artifact of history and science for people 
of all ages to learn from. 

The base has the following positions that need filled.

Ways and Means chair
Ways and Means Committee Purpose – To plan and implement activities that will bring funds to the Base 
beyond the collection of dues.

 Responsibilities:

1. Create and implement plans for raising funds to benefit the base.

2. Work with other base members to carry out the fundraising plans. 

People Mover driver
Responsibilities:

Transport the people to/from and during parades.

Must have a round 7 pin trailer hookup. 

If you can fulfill either of these roles, please let me know.

Pride Runs Deep

---------------------------------------

Lou Hamill

Commander USS Requin Base

---------------------------------------

COMMANDER’S CORNER
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MEETING MINUTES
These are the minutes as recorded at the base mee�ng and are not edited or 

moderated by the newsle�er editor. You can address any issues or concerns in the 
minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
July 11, 2026

American Legion Post 290 Columbiana OH

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Mike Allen, Willard Ashmore, Eric Bookmiller, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Don Bright, George 
Brown, Dan & Kathy Busby, Joe Campisi, Ken Crosby, Dick Geyer, Huey & Edie Dietrich, Kyle Glaser, Bob & 
Lynn Gourley, David Halliday, Lou Hamill, Jean Lemieux, Bill & Sandy Lindsey, Vince Metz, Bob & Jude 
Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Ed Perlowitz, Chuck & Debby Schump, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Jack Sutherin, Jim 
Taylor, Charlie Warren.

COB Bob Meyers led the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate 
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of 
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who 
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

Boats Lost:
USS S 28 (SS 133)   July 4, 1944
USS RUNNER (SS 275)   July 11, 1944
USS ROBALO (SS 273)   July 26, 1944
USS GRUNION (SS 216)  July 30, 1942

We also remember our departed shipmates of the Requin Base Herbert Hollingsworth, William Hawk, Fred 
Voskuhl, Ronald Shook, Edward Covey, Joseph Brenkus, Stephen Kossler, John Grienenberger, and Robert 
Armstrong.  Let us also remember the brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard 
submarines, some individually and some in groups, but where the submarine itself was not lost.

Shipmate Ed Perlowitz gave the Invocation.

Quote Of The Day: "The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others." – Mahatma 
Gandhi

History of the Requin: July 13, 1945, USS Requin joined the Pacific Fleet in the Panama Canal Zone.  July 
31, 1945, USS Requin arrived in Pearl Harbor Hawaii.

Members’ Introduction

Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With 
no objections, the minutes were approved as published.

Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits. With no 
objections, the report was approved.

MEETING MINUTES

mailto:jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
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Other Reports:

Binnacle List: Claire Bouts

Eternal Patrol: None

Base membership stands at 179.

Storekeeper, many submarine items on sale

Eagle Scouts

PA License Plates

Floats, a new tire and rim on order for the People Mover. Repairs have also been made to the fender at a 
cost of $400.

Kap(SS)4Kids(SS)

Mush Morton awards

Requin Endowment, fund raising stands at over $30,000 towards a goal of $50,000.

Charitable Foundation

Social Committee Base picnic scheduled for August 22, 2026 at the home of Bob & Jude Meyers.
A scholarship of $500 for 2026 was awarded to Jason Bookmiller.

Past Events

July 4 - Canonsburg Parade, Members are reminded to exercise caution when participating in parades to 
prevent personal injuries.

Upcoming Events

As the Monroeville American Legion may not be available, the August Base meeting is being moved to 
Osteria Pasqualino Restaurant, Murrysville, PA.

Old Business:  None

New Business:

In honor of Shipmate Jerry Ondo, the Base will bring the Nautilus float to the Veterans Resource Fair on 
September 26, 2026.

A donation of $250 to the Semper Fi organization was approved by the members present.
Trailer repairs were discussed.

Good of The Order:
USS Requin Ham Radio has been used to make numerous contacts with other ham radio stations.

Shipmate Ed Perlowitz gave the Benediction.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.
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Next meeting: Osteria Pasqualino, 4430 William Penn Hwy, Murrysville, PA 15668 at 1230 hours on August 
8, 202

Why did I volunteer for this?

-Bebe
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MONTH IN REVIEW

Independence Day Parade
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CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
Dear God,

Our hearts are burdened for our friends who are hurting right now. We ask that you would be their comforter, 
that you would cover them with your infinite grace and mercy, surrounding them in peace during this dark 
season. We pray for fresh grace, for renewed strength, for your goodness and mercy over their lives today.

Thank you God that you are with us always, that your presence is mighty, and you hear our prayers on 
behalf of those we love. We ask that you would show yourself strong on their behalf. Remind them that 
nothing is too difficult for you, and you are leading them through this difficult time, covering them in your 
care. We know and believe beyond any doubt, that your power and love will never fail. 

Amen.

In His Service, 

Frank T. Vereb  

412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at
h�ps://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next USSVI mee�ng.

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

mailto:fvereb2@gmail.com
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SAY AGAIN?

UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS:

None this month.

Base Meeting

Osteria Pasqualino, 4430 William 
Penn Hwy, Murrysville, PA 15668

08 AUG 2026 @ 1230

Base Activities

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP
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FEATURED BOAT: USS Spadefish SS-411
FEATURED BOAT

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Spadefish_(SS-411)
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THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY
07/02/1945
USS Barb (SS 220) bombards Japanese installations on Kaihyo Island, Japan in the first successful use of 
rockets against shore positions.

07/05/1942
USS Growler (SS 215) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese destroyer, Arare, in the Salmon Lagoon, off Kiska. 
In the attack, USS Growler damages destroyers Kasumi and Shiranui.

07/06/1944
USS Paddle (SS 263) attacks a Japanese convoy northwest of Halmahera and sinks destroyer Hokaze off 
Sangi Island. Also on this date, USS Sealion (SS 315) attacks a Japanese convoy in the East China Sea 
and sinks merchant passenger cargo ship Setsuzan Maru off Ningpo, China while USS Tang (SS 306) sinks 
Japanese freighter Dori Maru in Chosen Bay.

07/09/1960
USS Thresher (SSN 593) is launched at Portsmouth, N.H.

07/09/1994
USS Rhode Island (SSBN 740) is commissioned at Groton, Conn. The Ohio-class ballistic-missile 
submarine. 

07/10/1945
USS Runner (SS 476) sinks the Japanese minesweeper (No.27) off Tado Saki, Honshu.

07/10/1993
USS Nebraska (SSBN 739) is commissioned at New London, Conn., the 14th Ohio-class submarine. 

07/11/1944
USS Sealion (SS 315), in the Yellow Sea off the west coast of Korea, near Shosei Jima, sinks two Japanese 
freighters.

07/11/1987
USS Helena (SSN 725) is commissioned at Groton, Conn. The Los Angeles-class nuclear attack submarine 
is the fourth named for the capitol of Montana.

07/13/1991
USS Kentucky (SSBN 737) is commissioned at Groton, Conn., the third Navy vessel to be named after the 
Bluegrass state. The thoroughbred of the Fleet is an Ohio-class ballistic missile submarine.

07/15/1942
USS Grunion (SS 216) sinks the Japanese submarine chasers (25 and 26) off Kiska, Aleutian Islands.

07/17/1944
USS Gabilan (SS 252) sinks Japanese minesweeper (W 25) northwest of Zenizu, Japan.

07/18/1981
USS Dallas (SSN 700) is commissioned at Groton, Conn., her first homeport. The Los Angeles-class 
nuclear-powered attack submarine is the first to be built with an all-digital fire control and sonar system.

07/19/1997
USS Seawolf (SSN 21) is commissioned at Electric Boat Shipyard in Groton, Conn.

SUB HISTORY
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07/20/1945
USS Threadfin (SS 410) sinks the Japanese minesweeper (W 39) northwest of Mokpo, Korea.

07/20/1960
In the first launch of the Polaris missile, USS George Washington (SSBN 598) successfully fires two 
operational Polaris missiles while submerged off Florida.

07/24/1942
USS Narwhal (SS 167) sinks Japanese guardboat No.83 Shinsei Maru, at Utsutsu Bay, Hokkaido. USS 
Narwhal also sinks freighters Nissho Maru off Etorofu Maru, Kuril Island, and Kofuji Maru off Oito.

07/24/1993
USS Columbus (SSN 762) is commissioned onboard Submarine Base New London, Groton, Conn. The Los 
Angeles-class nuclear-powered attack submarine is the fifth ship to be named Columbus for the Navy.

07/27/1943
USS Scamp (SS 277) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese submarine (I 168), which had sunk USS Yorktown 
(CV 5) and USS Hammann (DD 412) at the Battle of Midway, south-south-west of Truk. USS Scamp also 
damages the Japanese oiler, Kazahaya.

07/27/1985
USS Providence (SSN 719) is commissioned at Groton, Conn., the fifth ship in the Navy to be named after 
the Rhode Island city.

07/28/1926
USS S-1 surfaces and launches a Cox-Klemin (XS 2) seaplane flown by Lt. D.C. Allen. The submarine 
recovers the aircraft and submerges, successfully completing an airplane transport on board a submarine.

07/29/1944
USS Balao (SS 285) shells and sinks Japanese sampan (No.7) Nissho Maru about 100 miles off Palau. 
USS Drum (SS 228) sinks Asahi Maru with gunfire in the same general area, and takes survivors prisoner. 
Also on this date, USS Perch (SS 313) sinks Japanese guardboat Kannon Maru I-Go in the Philippine Sea, 
east of Dinagat Island.

07/29/1995
USS Maine (SSBN 741) is commissioned at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, Maine. The Ohio-class 
nuclear-powered ballistic-missile submarine is the third Navy vessel to be named after the state.

07/31/2010
USS Missouri (SSN 780) is commissioned at Groton, Conn., her homeport. The seventh Virginia-class 
attack submarine is the fourth Navy vessel to honor the state of Missouri.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST

60-Plus Navy Sailors on Submarine Sickened by Diesel 
Generator Malfunction

By Haley Fuller

Published 05 JUL 2026 

A malfunction involving a backup diesel generator aboard a U.S. ballistic missile submarine sent more than 
60 sailors and civilian workers for medical evaluation after they were exposed to exhaust fumes, highlighting 
how systems can pose serious risks inside the confined environment of a submarine.

The incident occurred June 22 aboard the USS Nebraska while the submarine was moored at Naval Base 
Kitsap-Bangor in Washington state during a routine pier shift. Personnel near an operating diesel generator 
began reporting symptoms consistent with inhalation of exhaust fumes, including headaches, dizziness, 
nausea and respiratory irritation.

A total of 64 sailors and civilian workers sought medical evaluation following the exposure. Six individuals 
were transported to local hospitals for observation and later released, while the remaining personnel 
received treatment and monitoring without requiring admission.

The Navy said the submarine’s crew cleared the vessel’s atmosphere and restored normal conditions after 
the incident.

Navy officials have not yet identified the exact cause of the malfunction. Investigators are examining whether 
the issue originated in the generator itself, the exhaust system or associated ventilation equipment.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

https://www.military.com/60-plus-navy-sailors-submarine-sickened-diesel-generator-malfunction?lid=qomrkb82kyzb&user=ZGdkaXZpbmdAZ21haWwuY29tOm1sdA&user=ZGdkaXZpbmdAZ21haWwuY29tOm1sdA
https://www.military.com/60-plus-navy-sailors-submarine-sickened-diesel-generator-malfunction?lid=qomrkb82kyzb&user=ZGdkaXZpbmdAZ21haWwuY29tOm1sdA&user=ZGdkaXZpbmdAZ21haWwuY29tOm1sdA
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Role of Diesel Systems on Nuclear Submarines

Although ballistic missile submarines rely on nuclear reactors for propulsion and primary electrical power, 
they are also equipped with diesel generators that serve as backup or emergency power sources. These 
systems are often used while submarines are in port.

And though nuclear-powered submarines do not rely on atmospheric oxygen for propulsion, their emergency 
diesel generators still require a continuous supply of air to operate and produce exhaust gases as a 
byproduct. Those gases are routed through dedicated exhaust piping and discharged outside the vessel, 
while onboard ventilation and atmosphere-control systems are designed to keep contaminated air isolated 
from crew spaces.

Since a diesel engine cannot operate in a sealed environment, it is only used when the submarine is 
configured to take in outside air and vent exhaust. If exhaust routing or ventilation systems malfunction, 
those gases can enter the ship’s atmosphere and accumulate quickly in confined compartments.

Diesel exhaust contains carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides and fine particulate matter—all of which can 
cause acute respiratory and neurological effects when inhaled. Exposure commonly produces headaches, 
dizziness, nausea and irritation of the eyes and respiratory tract, while higher concentrations of carbon 
monoxide can impair oxygen delivery in the bloodstream and lead to more serious medical consequences, 
including death.

Navy officials said the submarine’s nuclear propulsion system was not involved in the incident and continued 
operating normally, indicating the exposure was confined to the backup diesel generator and its associated 
exhaust or ventilation systems.

Strategic Vessel, Routine Risks

USS Nebraska is one of 14 Ohio-class ballistic missile submarines that form the sea-based leg of the United 
States’ nuclear deterrent. These submarines carry Trident II ballistic missiles and are designed to remain 
undetected while on patrol for extended periods.

Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor, where the incident occurred, serves as the home port for a majority of the Navy’s 
ballistic missile submarine fleet. The base will also play a central role in hosting the newer Columbia-class 
submarines, which are currently under construction to replace the aging Ohio-class fleet over the coming 
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decades.

While these submarines are primarily associated with nuclear deterrence missions, much of their operational 
life involves maintenance, inspections and testing while in port. These activities require the use of backup 
systems, including diesel generators.

Officials have said that corrective measures will be implemented once investigators determine the root 
cause.

Incidents involving nuclear-powered submarines often draw attention to reactor safety, yet the Nebraska 
case demonstrates that conventional onboard systems can also present immediate dangers when they 
malfunction. The confined and controlled atmosphere of a submarine leaves little margin for error when 
ventilation or exhaust systems fail.

The Navy reported that USS Nebraska has returned to normal operations. Investigators are expected to 
focus on whether procedural changes, equipment repairs or broader fleet-wide inspections are necessary to 
prevent similar incidents in the future.
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China Tests Submarine-launched Ballistic Missile, Kicks Off 
Annual Exercise With Russia

By Dzirhan Mahadzir

Published 06 JUL 2026

The People’s Liberation Army Navy test fired a submarine-launched ballistic missile from the South China Sea 
to the Pacific Ocean on Monday, coinciding with the start of an annual naval drill with Russia.

The Chinese strategic nuclear submarine launched the missile carrying a training dummy warhead around 12 
p.m. Monday toward the Pacific Ocean as part of routine training, according to a statement from the PLAN. 
The test launch complied with international laws and practices and was not directed against any specific 
country or target, the statement reads.

The Chinese military did not provide additional details of the launch, nor did it identify the submarine, the 
location of the launch and the SLBM type fired. The PLAN operates six Type 094 nuclear powered ballistic 
missile submarines and a single Type 032 diesel electric submarine used for SLBM testing. The PLAN’s main 
SLBM is the JL-2 SLBM. The new JL-3 was showcased during last year’s China Victory Day parade.

Joseph Wu, Secretary-General of Taiwan’s National Security Council shared on social media that the SLBM 
was a JL-2 and included a graphic showing the flight path of the SLBM. According to the graphic, the SLBM 
launched in the South China Sea and flew over the northern coastline of the Philippine main island of Luzon 
before landing in the Pacific Ocean between Nauru and Tonga.

https://news.usni.org/2026/07/06/china-tests-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile-kicks-off-annual-exercise-with-russia
https://news.usni.org/2026/07/06/china-tests-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile-kicks-off-annual-exercise-with-russia
https://news.usni.org/2026/07/06/china-tests-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile-kicks-off-annual-exercise-with-russia
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“It’s a provocation that destabilizes the Indo-Pacific. China just proved itself again to be a bully on the block,” 
Wu said.

The Japan Coast Guard received information from the Chinese hydrographic authorities that the area south 
of Honshu’s Cape Shionomisaki could potentially see debris from the test launch, according to the Japanese 
government. Part of the designated area included Japan’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) south of Cape 
Shionomisaki.

The Japanese Embassy in Beĳing also received an explanation from the Chinese Ministry of National Defense 
that China would launch a ballistic missile. Japan urged China to reconsider its ballistic missile launch training 
and to not pass over Japanese airspace, according to the embassy.

“At the same time Beĳing criticizes Japan for investing in its defense to bring security and stability to the Indo-
Pacific, it test-fires a ballistic missile in the same region,” U.S. Ambassador to Japan George Glass said in a 
social media post criticizing the launch.

China’s launch also drew criticism from both New Zealand and Australia. Public broadcast service RNZ 
reported on Monday that New Zealand Foreign Minister Winston Peters said New Zealand considered the 
firing as an unwelcome and concerning development.

“We, like our neighbors in other Pacific countries, have no interest in China using the South Pacific as a testing 
site for missile capability,” Peters said.

Like Taiwan and Japan, New Zealand was informed by China of the plans to launch a long-range ballistic 
missile into the South Pacific, but the test was conducted within hours of being informed, according to the RNZ 
report.

Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Richard Marles during a press conference Monday in 
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Nowra, Australia, brushed off claims that the launch was in response to an Australia-Fĳi defense pact signed 
in Fĳi on the same day.

“We were informed by China today of its intention to do this test. This is a long-range missile test, and we are 
very concerned about any actions which undermine the stability, the peace and security of the Pacific,” Marles 
said, according to a transcript.

China last fired a ballistic missile into the Pacific in September 2024. The Pentagon’s 2025 annual report to 
Congress on China’s military capabilities stated that China launched the DF-31B ICBM from northern Hainan 
island, and the missile flew approximately 11,000 kilometers – or 6,835 miles – before impacting the ocean 
near French Polynesia.

The submarine test launch coincided with the beginning of an annual bilateral exercise between China and 
Russia, which runs through July 13. On Sunday, a Russian Navy Pacific Fleet task group arrived in Qingdao, 
China to participate in the naval exercise – called “Maritime Interaction” by the Russian Navy and “Joint Sea” 
by the PLAN. The Russian task group includes cruiser RFS Varyag (011), corvette RFS Rezkiy (343), 
submarine rescue ship Igor Belousov and attack submarine RFS Ufa (B-588).

“The traditional Russian-Chinese Marine Interaction 2026 exercise will take place in the Yellow Sea waters 
from 6 to 13 July 2026. Marines of the Russian Fleet and the Chinese People’s Liberation Army Navy, 
supported by naval aviation at sea, will improve joint rescue operations, as well as practice anti-submarine 
and air defence missions and conduct joint artillery fire,”reads a Russian Ministry of Defence news release 
published on Sunday.

The PLAN is deploying cruiser CNS Anshan (103), destroyer CNS Kaifeng (124), frigate CNS Wuhu (539), 
fleet oiler CNS Kekexilihu (903), submarine rescue ship Yangchenghu (847) and a Yuan-class attack 
submarine.
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This year’s theme is titled “Joint Response to Maritime Security Threats” and will include three phases: force 
assembly, harbor-based planning and at-sea operations. During the at-sea phase, the participating warships 
will proceed to the Yellow Sea near Qingdao to conduct drills on joint reconnaissance and air and missile 
defense, as well as training in the actual use of weapons, the PLAN said.

“This is part of the annual cooperation plan between the Chinese and Russian militaries, aimed at jointly 
addressing security challenges and maintaining regional peace and stability,” China’s Ministry of National 
Defense (MND) said in a news release.

After the exercise, some forces from both sides will conduct joint maritime patrols in the Pacific Ocean, the 
MND said.

The exercise first began in 2012 and later was formalized into an annual drill by the two navies. Russia and 
China alternate acting as the host nation and the drills evolve in complexity with each iteration.

Last year’s iteration was the first time submarines were included in the drills. Both the Russian and Chinese 
submarines subsequently conducted a joint submarine patrol in the Sea of Japan. Since 2021, Russia and 
China have conducted joint naval patrols in the Western Pacific and in 2023, the joint naval patrol went as far 
as Alaska and the Aleutian Islands.
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Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the USS S-35 (SS-140) as she battles the enemy 
as well as electrical fires during their 5th War Patrol 11 DEC 1942 - 29 DEC 1942.   Check it out in this issue 
of WAR PATROL!

WAR PATROL!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-35
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kmM1opDJeE6VwCVDJtQ1s-yZS5NOeySf/edit
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REQUIN BASE SUPPORTERS
The task of perpetua�ng the memory of our lost shipmates is forever and cannot be done alone. This task takes �me, money, 
dedica�on and patrio�sm from all walks of life, both veteran and civilian. USS Requin Base would like to recognize all those that 
help us fulfill the task of remembering and honoring those we have lost to secure the freedoms we enjoy today.  h�ps://
requinbase.org/customer-photos/ 

American Legion Posts

80 106 249

290 368 481

641 902

VFW Posts

191 249 311

1821 3945 7505 

8168 9199

Stinky’s Bar & Grill Allegheny County Rifle Club Cavaliere Brothers
4901 Hatfield Street 99 Schuetzen Park Rd 1412 Mt Royal Blvd #1

PGH, PA 15201 PGH, PA 15209 Glenshaw, PA 15116

Teutonia Männerchor The Bulldog Pub Verdetto’s Bar & Restaurant
857 Phinneas Street 1818 Morningside Ave 814 Madison Avenue

PGH, PA 15212 PGH, PA 15206 PGH, PA 15212

Huntz’s Tavern Main Street Bar & Billiards The Blue Goose Saloon
645 Butler Street 604 Main Street 605 Mt Royal Blvd
PGH, PA 15223 Sharpsburg, PA 15215 PGH, PA 15223

Talor Garden Scaping Z Florist Danny’s Bar & Grill
1728 Crosby Avenue 804 Mt Royal Blvd 1511 Center Ave

PGH, PA 15216 PGH, PA 15223 West View, PA 15229

Nox’s Tavern & Grille Monte Cello’s Italian Restaurant Nox’s on 8
720 Blaw Ave 2198 Babcock Blvd 3008 William Flinn Hwy

PGH, PA 15238 PGH, PA 15209 Allison Park, PA 15101

*** 2026 BOOSTERS***

SUPPORTERS

American Legion Post 359
American Legion Post 490
American Legion Post 862
American Legion Post 902
American Legion Post 641
American Legion Post 764
American Legion Post 464

NUCLEAR
VFW Post 764

American Legion Post 785

PLATINUM
Ron Zahner

SHIPMATE
Jason Rinker (State Farm)

VFW Post 214
VFW Post 1409
Pat McConville

Rick Elster
American Legion Post 935
American Legion Post 145
American Legion Post 82

Joe Campisi
Lou Hamill

Ralph Stroede
Lee Bookwalter

C&R Roofing & Heating
American Legion Post 156
American Legion Post 924

SILVER
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