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The USSVI Requin Base supports the Na�onal Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of du�es while serving their country. That their 
dedica�on, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of mo�va�on toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and 
patrio�sm to the United States of America and its Cons�tu�on.”
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MEETING INFORMATION
Mee�ngs are held on the second Saturday of the month, 
normally at the Baden PA American Legion. Quarterly 
mee�ngs are held around our membership area.

Our next mee�ng will be

17 OCT 2026 @ 1230 hours
Golden Corral Restaurant

Hermitage, PA

BASE LOCATION

FROM THE EDITOR

American Legion Post 641
271 State St

Baden PA 15005

Please send ideas for ar�cles or copies of ar�cles, with 
full credit informa�on to me for considera�on of 
submission in the SVD. We are a SUBMARINE group. 
As such, the ar�cles should be SUBMARINE or NAVY-
related. 

DEADLINE: NO LATER THAN 1600 ON 
WEDNESDAY AFTER POST MEETING

Frank T. Vereb - fvereb2@gmail.com

OUR WEBSITE
For additional information about events and fundraisers at YOUR Base, please visit

h�ps://www.requinbase.org/

FRONT MATTER

https://www.requinbase.org/
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USS REQUIN BASE OFFICERS

USSVI NATIONAL OFFICERS

Office Officer Phone eMail
Base Commander Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com

1st Vice Commander Vince Metz 412-613-5554 vincemetz007@hotmail.com
2nd Vice Commander Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Secretary Jeff Simon 920-217-8633 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540 nicotrafrank@gmail.com
Chaplain Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Past Base Commander Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635 hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com
Newsletter Editor Frank T. Vereb 412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net
COB/Historian Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Photographer Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net
Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com
Eagle Scout Chair Eric Greenwald 412-770-7329 ericjgreenwald@gmail.com

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-822-0401 dgdiving@gmail.com
Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com 

Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) Chair Bob Meyers 724-282-1524 bmeyers@zoominternet.net
Charitable Foundation Chair Dave Halliday 412-537-6841 dwh724@yahoo.com

USS Requin Restor. Chair Kyle Glaser 309-333-9409 kyle.glas@gmail.com

Office Officer Phone eMail
National Commander Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net

Senior Vice Commander Timothy Carlisle 925-812-4239 Timothybwcarlisle@gmail.com

Junior Vice Commander Thomas Williams 512-632-9439 texsubvet@yahoo.com

Secretary David Farrugia 813-951-1898 DFarrugia@tampabay.rr.com

Treasurer John Sidlovsky 757-328-9796 treasurer.ussvi.hrb@gmail.com

Past Commander William Andrea 561-790-1287 wcandrea@bellsouth.net

Chaplain James Sandman 615-975-4792 Jsandman85@gmail.com 

Region Director NE Jeffrey Walsh 860-449-2103 Neregiondir@yahoo.com

District Commander EN3 Thomas Denton 301-845-0049 gcmfish@verizon.net

National Office Sharon Walsh 360-337-2978 ussvi@telebyte.net

OFFICERS
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On Eternal Patrol

Tolling of the Boats for September

TOLLING OF THE BOATS

USS S-5 (SS-110)
Lost on September 1, 1920 when a practice dive went wrong and she sank bow-first, with her stern showing 
above the water. In a dramatic adventure, her exhausted crew was rescued during the next few days. 
Salvage attempts were unsuccessful, S-5 settled to the bottom and was abandoned.

USS Grayling (SS-209)
Lost on Sept 9, 1943 with the loss of 76 men near the Tablas Strait. Grayling was on her 8th war patrol and 
sank two ships before being lost.

USS Pompano (SS-181)
Pompano was sunk (between Sept 17 and Oct 5) with the loss of 77 men while on her 7th war patrol. 
Possibly lost on Sept 17, 1943. Japanese records show that a submarine was sunk in her patrol area on 
17September by air & depth charge attack off the Aomori Prefecture near Shiriya Zaki. Before being lost, 
she sank two enemy cargo ships. The exact cause of her loss remains unknown, but she probably was sunk 
by the air/sea attack above or fell victim to a mine on or after 9/25/1943. This boat's last recorded ship (Taiko 
Maru) sunk happened on Sept 25th, so she probably hit a mine on or after that date but before Oct 5th, 
when she was scheduled back at Midway.

USS S-51 (SS-162)
Lost on Sept 25, 1925 with the loss of 33 men when it was sunk after collision with SS City of Rome off 
Block Island.

USS Cisco (SS-290)
Lost on Sept 28, 1943 on her first war patrol with the loss of 76 men in the Sulu Sea west of Mindinao.

https://oneternalpatrol.com/
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Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!
Submarines Commissioned During the Month of September

SUBS COMMISSIONED

Plunger SS-2 9/19/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
Porpoise SS-7 9/19/1903 Wikipedia NavSource

Shark SS-8 9/19/1903 Wikipedia NavSource
D-3 SS-19 9/8/1910 Wikipedia NavSource
K-6 SS-37 9/9/1914 Wikipedia NavSource
L-2 SS-41 9/29/1916 Wikipedia NavSource
N-1 SS-53 9/26/1917 Wikipedia NavSource
N-2 SS-54 9/26/1917 Wikipedia NavSource
N-3 SS-55 9/26/1917 Wikipedia NavSource

H-6 SS-149 9/9/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
R-18 SS-95 9/11/1918 Wikipedia NavSource
H-5 SS-148 9/30/1918 Wikipedia NavSource

R-27 SS-104 9/3/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
R-11 SS-88 9/5/1919 Wikipedia NavSource
R-12 SS-89 9/23/1919 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
S-10 SS-115 9/21/1922 Wikipedia NavSource
S-39 SS-144 9/14/1923 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
S-47 SS-158 9/16/1925 Wikipedia NavSource
Bass SS-164 9/26/1925 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol
Tunny SS-282 9/1/1942 Wikipedia NavSource

Gurnard SS-254 9/18/1942 Wikipedia NavSource
Scamp SS-277 9/18/1942 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol

Archerfish SS-311 9/4/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Darter SS-227 9/7/1943 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol

Burrfish SS-312 9/13/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Flasher SS-249 9/25/1943 Wikipedia NavSource
Robalo SS-273 9/28/1943 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol

Devilfish SS-292 9/1/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Kraken SS-370 9/8/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Boarfish SS-327 9/23/1944 Wikipedia NavSource

Charr SS-328 9/23/1944 Wikipedia NavSource
Pomodon SS-486 9/11/1945 Wikipedia NavSource

Spinax SS-489 9/20/1946 Wikipedia NavSource
Tiru SS-416 9/1/1948 Wikipedia NavSource

Nautilus SSN-571 9/30/1954 Wikipedia NavSource
Swordfish SSN-579 9/15/1958 Wikipedia NavSource

Robert E. Lee SSBN-601 9/15/1960 Wikipedia NavSource
John C. Calhoun SSBN-630 9/15/1964 Wikipedia NavSource

Von Steuben SSBN-632 9/30/1964 Wikipedia NavSource
Seahorse SSN-669 9/19/1969 Wikipedia NavSource
Pintado SSN-672 9/11/1971 Wikipedia NavSource

Sand Lance SSN-660 9/25/1971 Wikipedia NavSource
Batfish SSN-681 9/1/1972 Wikipedia NavSource
Guitarro SSN-665 9/9/1972 Wikipedia NavSource

Michigan SSGN-727 9/11/1982 Wikipedia NavSource
Houston SSN-713 9/25/1982 Wikipedia NavSource
Chicago SSN-721 9/27/1986 Wikipedia NavSource

Key West SSN-722 9/12/1987 Wikipedia NavSource
Pennsylvania SSBN-735 9/9/1989 Wikipedia NavSource

Asheville SSN-758 9/28/1991 Wikipedia NavSource
Charlotte SSN-766 9/16/1994 Wikipedia NavSource
Cheyenne SSN-773 9/13/1996 Wikipedia NavSource
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Man Our Ship and Bring Her to Life!
Submarines Commissioned During the Month of September

SUBS COMMISSIONED

Louisiana SSBN-743 9/6/1997 Wikipedia NavSource
Texas SSN-775 9/9/2006 Wikipedia NavSource

Minnesota SSN-783 9/1/2013 Wikipedia NavSource
Indiana SSN-789 9/29/2018 Wikipedia NavSource

New Jersey SSN-796 9/14/2024 Wikipedia NavSource



7 Steel Valley Dolphins 09/2026TOC

BINNACLE LIST ETERNAL PATROL IN REMEMBRANCE
Dave Halliday Gwen Bushko Donald L. Miller TM2(SS) 9/7/2011
John Swords Donald R. Lennox MOMM3(SS) 9/11/2014

Marion Irons 9/18/2014
Monty Silvers SN(SS) 9/2/2015

James T. Lasher EM3 (SS) 9/8/2018
Salvatore A. Molitierno TME3 (SS) 9/18/2018

Robert A. Klein QM3(SS) 9/1/2019
Carsten "Carl" Stigers MMC (SS) 9/24/2021

Ronnie Horton LCDR (SS) 9/14/2022
Richard Biemer RMSN (SS) 9/12/2023
David Bonnett LCDR (SS) 9/16/2024

BIN LIST, BIRTHDAYS…

MEMBER BIRTHDAY SPOUSE BIRTHDAY WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Eric Bookmiller 10/2 Deborah Kerch 10/4 Lisa & Jeffrey Thompson 10/1

Carl Humes 10/2 Jennifer Halliday 10/9 Elli Anne Karras & Kyle Glaser 10/6
Donald Wood 10/2 Kathleen Dolgos 10/15 Judy & Richard Elster 10/9
John Ewald 10/3 Kathy Schmidt 10/19 Kathy & Donald Wood 10/9
Jon Bruce 10/4 Lisa Thompson 10/19 Eloyse & Hubert Dietrich 10/15

Paul McKenzie 10/6 Elli Anne Karras Glaser 10/21 Danielle & Eric Greenwald 10/17
Albert Cialone 10/17 Kela Gary Gasparovic 10/25 Jean & Robert Moore 10/19
Rick Flaugh 10/18 Emma Wolbrueck 10/26 Beth Klebache & Kyle Lacey 10/20

William Freshwater 10/20 Debra Davis 10/29 Karen & Allen McGee 10/21
Steven Kerch 10/21 Barbara & Larry Boutelle 10/22
Jeffrey Biel 10/26 Sheila & Thomas Burdin 10/24

Daniel Busby 10/26 Mary Beth & Rick Flaugh 10/24
Charles Loskoch 10/29 Janice & James Johnston 10/24
Shawn McGinty 10/30 Marianne & James Phelan 10/24
Jason Deichler 10/31 Cathy & Thomas Clark 10/26

Edward Perlowitz 10/31 Patricia & Lawrence Day 10/27
Peggy & Christopher Gibson 10/28
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Commander’s                

Corner
Requin Base

Commanders Column
September 2026

Shipmates,

Thank You to everyone that came to the meeting.

A special thank you and BZ to Bob & Jude Meyers and all those that helped make our annual picnic a great 
success. The picnic really is a great time to just sit around and get to know our fellow shipmates better and 
enjoy everyone’s company in a relaxed social environment.

I want to remind everyone of the 5K Patriots on September 26, 2026 at the North Park Boat House. 
Please be on station by 7:30 AM. The event itself is much more than a 5K. They are bringing together 
veterans, military families, veteran-serving organizations, businesses, active-duty service members, and 
community members for a full day centered around remembrance, veteran mental health and suicide 
prevention, service, and community. We will have our Nautilus Float on station and members of our base 
will be on hand to support and represent. 

I just received word that the Requin Base Endowment has received a donation of $10,000. This 
donation along with a few received this week put us at $48,000. Our initial goal of $50,000 is just within 
reach. Once we reach $50.000 the fund will be named and invested. Everyone that donates to the initial goal 
will be referred to as plank owners. A plank owners plaque will be created and placed aboard the boat and in 
the Science Center. 

A copy of the donation letter is included in this and every issue of the SVD. You may also contact me, and I 
will be happy to send one to you. Please complete your donation today and consider sharing a donation 
form with your local VFW, American Legion, or other individuals and businesses who may wish to help 
ensure the USS Requin SS-481 remains a lasting artifact of history and science for people of all ages to 
learn from.

The base has the following positions that need filled.

Ways and Means chair
Ways and Means Committee Purpose – To plan and implement activities that will bring funds to the Base 
beyond the collection of dues.

 Responsibilities:

1. Create and implement plans for raising funds to benefit the base.

2. Work with other base members to carry out the fundraising plans. 

People Mover driver
Responsibilities:

Transport the people to/from and during parades.

COMMANDER’S CORNER
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Must have a round 7 pin trailer hookup. 

If you can fulfill either of these roles, please let me know.

Pride Runs Deep

---------------------------------------

Lou Hamill

Commander USS Requin Base

---------------------------------------
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MEETING MINUTES
These are the minutes as recorded at the base mee�ng and are not edited or 

moderated by the newsle�er editor. You can address any issues or concerns in the 
minutes with the Base Secretary.

Requin Base Meeting Minutes
September 12, 2026 

American Legion Post 641 Baden, PA

Base Commander Lou Hamill called the meeting to order.

Attendees: Willard Ashmore, Lee & Patsy Bookwalter, Clair & Nancy Bouts, Don Bright, George Brown, Joe 
Campisi, Huey & Edie, Dietrich, Dick Geyer, Kyle Glaser, Bob & Lynn Gourley, Dave Grudi, David Halliday, 
John Held, Jean Lemieux, Lou Hamill, Vince Metz, Bob & Jude Meyers, Frank Nicotra, Mike Pellegrino, Ed 
Perlowitz, Chuck Shrump, Jeff Simon, Jack & Karen Sutherin, Jim Taylor, Chad Underkoffler.

COB Bob Meyers led the Pledge Of Allegiance.

Shipmate Mike Pellegrino gave the Invocation.

Base Commander Lou Hamill: We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate 
their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of 
defense of our Nation. Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who 
made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace.

Boats Lost:
• USS S-5 (SS 110)   September 1, 1920
• USS GRAYLING (SS 209) September 9, 1943
• USS POMPANO (SS 181) September 17, 1943
• USS S-51 (SS 162)   September 25, 1925
• USS CISCO (SS 290)   September 28, 1943

We also wish to remember our shipmates of the Requin Base: Robert A. Klein, Monty Silvers, Donald L. 
Miller, James T. Lasher, Donald R. Lennox, Richard Beimer, Ronnie Horton, David Bonnet, Salvatore A. 
Molitierno, Marion Irons and Carsten "Carl" Stigers. Let us also remember the brave submariners who died 
performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually and some in groups, but where the submarine 
itself was not lost.

Quote Of The Day: "Do what you can, with what you have, where you are"

Requin History: September 18, 1945, Requin arrived at Staten Island, New York, to begin what would be in 
the words of Commander Cutter, "a dull and boring assignment" essentially becoming a target for sonar 
school ships.  September 30, 1963, Requin completed her 5000th dive.  September 4, 1990, Requin arrived 
at the Carnegie Science Center, Pittsburgh, PA

Members’ Introduction

Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. With 
no objections, the minutes were approved as published.

Treasurer Lee Bookwalter reported that an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits are 
available upon request. With no objections, the report was approved.

MEETING MINUTES

mailto:jeffsimon@zoominternet.net
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Other Reports:

Binnacle List: 

Eternal Patrol: None. Thanks to members who attended services for John Bistolas and Gwen Bushko

Base membership stands at 181. Notices for Base dues will go out when calendars are received. Calendars 
normally ship from National after the annual convention.

Storekeeper, many submarine items on sale. Dave Halliday has vest inserts for sale.

Eagle Scouts

PA License Plates

Floats

Kap(SS)4Kids(SS)

Mush Morton awards - 

Requin Endowment, fund raising stands at $37,701.54 towards a goal of $50,000

Charitable Foundation

Social Committee, next event will be the Christmas Party

Past Events

• Summer Picnic at the home of Bob & Jude Meyer
• Base members attended Pittsburgh Council On Foreign Relations and Navy League dinner and meeting

Upcoming Events

• September 26 - In honor of Shipmate Jerry Ondo, the Base will bring the Nautilus float to the Veterans 
Resource Fair.

• October 10 – Columbus Day parade
• October 16 – Navy Ball at Edgewood Country Club

Old Business:

• Patriots 5K Race, Base is donating a plaque, gift basket and $500.
• USS Idaho Legacy Foundation

New Business:  A volunteer is needed to head the Base fundraising efforts. 

Good of The Order:  September is National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. Call 988 for help in 
moments of crisis.

Shipmate Mike Pellegrino gave the Benediction.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned.

Next meeting: Golden Corral restaurant, Hermitage PA at 1230 hours on October 17, 2026
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Why did I volunteer for this?

-Bebe
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MONTH IN REVIEW

MONTH IN REVIEW

Updates from National
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Veteran Cruise
This cruise took place on September 8 and 9 on the Gateway Clipper in Pittsburgh.  I was invited to attend to 
represent American Legion District 36, along with the VFW and a BUNCH of older and disabled veterans from 
across the state and region including a 102-year-old WW2 Vet.

I also ran into one Sub Vet from Holidaysburg, PA.  I tried to recruit him but he is already a life member of the 
USSVI

PS - They made me wear that ridiculous little hat for a wreath laying ceremony, if you can believe it.
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CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN
Hello, Shipmates!  

As we head into Autumn season, I feel the relief we all must feel from the burdensome heat and humidity of 
this past summer.  Looking at it from a macro view, there is a twinge of sadness.  The leaves will change 
and fall.  Blooms will shrivel and fall.  Harvest time.  

That said, I enjoy Fall.  Really.  Like all things in life, the only thing that remains constant is change.  Some 
changes I like more than others, but eventually, all changes happen.  And there is always the other side, the 
rebirth.  

And I started thinking about the recent Eternal Patrol ceremony for Gwen Bushko.  The solemnity, respect, 
and emotion involved were palpable.  When you lose somebody, like a spouse, it is debilitating.  When you 
try to comfort the survivor, it is very difficult if not possible to find the words.  Sometimes they never come.  

At the time of this publication, peeking into Autumn, I can offer Psalm 30:5.

For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning.

Amen.

In His Service, 

Frank T. Vereb  

412-328-3390 fvereb2@gmail.com

STOREKEEPER’S REPORT

Please visit our online store at
h�ps://requinbase.org/shop/

You can have your items shipped to you at home via USPS [for a small fee], or pick them up at the next USSVI mee�ng.

CHAPLAIN’S COLUMN

mailto:fvereb2@gmail.com
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SAY AGAIN?

UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP

NEW MEMBERS:

None.

Ahead Frank Crap on Plate:  Refers to when a Submarine orders up All Ahead Flank Cavitate, without 
rigging for high speed.

Anchors and Spurs: Famous dance club at NAVSTA San Diego where many-a lonely Navy wife has 
broken the seventh commandment. Many sailors find this amusing until it happens to them.

Angles and Dangles: Placing the boat in extreme angles (also known as 'up and down bubbles') soon after 
leaving port, to see whether anything breaks loose. Similar consequence noises while on patrol are not
desired. Usually results in plates just cleaned, half the bug juice machine, and that night's dessert ending up 
on the floor and aft/forward bulkhead.

Base Meeting

Golden Corral Restaurant

Hermitage, PA

 1230 hours on October 17, 2026

Base Activities
• September 26 - In honor of Shipmate Jerry Ondo, the Base will 

bring the Nautilus float to the Veterans Resource Fair.
• October 10 – Columbus Day parade
• October 16 – Navy Ball at Edgewood Country Club

SAY AGAIN, EVENTS, MEMBERSHIP
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FEATURED BOAT: USS Alabama SSBN-731
FEATURED BOAT

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Alabama_(SSBN-731)
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THIS MONTH IN US SUBMARINE HISTORY
09/02/1944
USS Finback (SS 230) rescues Lt. j.g. George H.W. Bush, who is shot down while attacking Chi Chi Jima. 
During this time, Lt. j.g. Bush serves with Torpedo Squadron Fifty One (VT 51) based on board USS San 
Jacinto (CVL 30). Lt. j.g. Bush later becomes the 41st President of the United States.

09/06/1997
USS Louisiana (SSBN 743) is commissioned at its homeport of Submarine Base Kings Bay, Ga. The boat is 
the last of the Navys 18 Ohio-class nuclear-powered fleet ballistic missile submarines.

09/07/2013
USS Minnesota (SSN 783) is commissioned at Naval Station Norfolk is the 10th of the Virginia-class 
submarines and the third Navy vessel to be named after the state of Minnesota.

09/08/1944
On a daring night attack, USS Spadefish (SS 411) attacks a Japanese convoy off Sakishima Gunto and 
sinks four Japanese vessels.

09/09/1944
USS Bang (SS 385) attacks a Japanese convoy 3905, en route from Tokyo Bay to Chichi Jima, and sinks 
transport Tokiwasan Maru, and freighter Shoryu Maru.

09/09/1989
USS Pennsylvania (SSBN 735) is commissioned at New London, Conn. The fourth Navy vessel to be 
named after the Keystone State, the Ohio-class nuclear-powered. 

09/09/2006
USS Texas (SSN 775) is commissioned at Newport News, Va. The second Virginia-class attack submarine 
is the first named for the Lone Star State. Previous ships named Texas have included two battleships and a 
cruiser.

09/11/1942
Pharmacists Mate First Class Wheeler B. Lipes performs an emergency appendectomy on Seaman 1st 
Class Darrell D. Rector on board USS Seadragon (SS 194) on patrol in the South China Sea.

09/11/1944
USS Albacore (SS 218) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese auxiliary submarine chaser (Cha 165) off 
Kyushu, Japan, while USS Finback (SS 230) sinks Japanese army cargo ship, Hassho Maru, and merchant 
cargo ship, No. 2, Hakuun Maru, north of Chichi Jima. Also on this date, USS Pargo (SS 264) sinks 
Japanese auxiliary netlayer, Hinoki Maru, in Java Sea.

09/11/1982
USS Michigan (SSGN 727) is commissioned at Groton, Conn. The second Ohio-class nuclear-powered 
guided missile submarine, it is the third Navy vessel to honor the State of Michigan. 

09/12/1944
USS Growler (SS 215) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese destroyer Shikinami 240 miles south of Hong 
Kong, and escort vessel Hirado 250 miles east of Hainan Island.

09/12/1987
USS Key West (SSN 722) is commissioned at her homeport of Naval Station Norfolk, Va. Following the 
ceremony, the 35th Los Angeles-class attack submarine made a trip down to its name-sake city at Key West, 
Fla. The boat is the third US Navy vessel to be named after the nations southern-most city.

SUB HISTORY
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09/13/1996
USS Cheyenne (SSN 773) is commissioned at Naval Station Norfolk. The 62nd and last of the Los Angeles-
class attack submarines, USS Cheyenne is the third to be named after Wyomings capital city. 

09/15/1944
USS Pampanito (SS 383) and USS Sealion (SS 315) rescue 73 British and 54 Australian POWs who survive 
the loss of Japanese freighter, Rakuyo Maru, after she is sunk by Sealion on Sept. 12, about 300 miles west 
of Cape Bojeador, Luzon. There had been 1,300 men on board Rakuyo Maru when she is torpedoed.

09/16/1944
USS Barb (SS 220) sinks the Japanese 11,700-ton tanker, Azusa, and the 20,000-ton escort carrier, Unyo, 
200 miles southeast of Hong Kong. Additionally, while off Yokosuka, Japan, USS Sea Devil (SS 400) sinks 
the Japanese submarine I-364.

19/16/1958
USS Grayback (SSG 574) fires the first operational launch of a Regulus II surface-to- surface guided 
missile, while off the coast of California.

09/16/1994
USS Charlotte (SSN 766) is commissioned at Naval Station Norfolk. The 16th of the Los Angeles-
class(improved) attack submarines, the boat is the fourth Navy ship to be named for the North Carolina city. 

09/19/1944
USS Shad (SS 235) torpedoes and sinks Japanese coast defense ship, Ioshima. (ex-Chinese cruiser, Ning 
Hai) 85 miles off Hachĳ, Jima.

09/19/1957
Bathyscaphe Trieste, in a dive sponsored by the Office of Naval Research in the Mediterranean, reaches a 
record depth of two miles. Three years later, Trieste would set a new record of seven miles on Jan. 23, 
1960.

09/20/1943
USS S-28 (SS 133) sinks Japanese gunboat No. 2 Katsura Maru, 165 miles southwest of Paramushir, Kuril 
Islands.

09/21/1944
USS Haddo (SS 255) torpedoes and sinks the Japanese survey ship, Katsuriki, off Manila, Philippines.

09/21/2017
The Navy awards a $5.1 billion contract to General Dynamics Electric Boat for Integrated Product and 
Process Development (IPPD) of the Columbia-class Fleet Ballistic Missile Submarine (SSBN). The IPPD 
contract award includes design, completion, component and technology development and prototyping work.

09/22/1959
USS Patrick Henry (SSBN 599) is launched. In 1982, her ballistic missile tubes are disabled, and she is 
reclassified as an attack submarine.

09/24/1943
USS Cabrilla (SS 288) attacks three Japanese ships, a carrier, escort carrier and destroyer, northwest of 
Chichi Jima.

09/25/1925
USS S-51 sinks after being rammed by SS City of Rome off Block Island, R.I., killing 33 of her crew.
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09/25/1944
USS Searaven (SS 196) is attacked by a Japanese small craft off southwest tip of Etorofu, Kurils. USS 
Barbel (SS 316) sinks Japanese merchant cargo ship, Bushu Maru, off Togara Gunto. Additionally, USS 
Guardfish (SS 217) sinks Japanese merchant cargo ship, No.2, Miyakawa Maru, in the Yellow Sea off 
Chinnampo. Also, on this day,USS Thresher (SS 200) sinks Japanese merchant cargo ship, Nissei Maru, in 
the Yellow Sea.

09/25/1982
USS Houston (SSN 713) is commissioned at Naval Station Norfolk. For two months in 1989, the boat 
participated in the filming of The Hunt for Red October off the coasts of Washington and California.

09/26/1944
USS Pargo (SS 264) sinks the Japanese minelayer, Aotaka, off Borneo. Also on this date, USS McCoy 
Reynolds (DE 440) sinks Japanese submarine I-175 northeast of Palau.

09/27/1944
USS Apogon (SS-308) sinks the Japanese cargo ship Hachirogata Maru in the Sea of Okhotsk off Shimushir 
Island. Also on this date, USS Plaice (SS-390) sinks Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.10, 100 miles 
north-northwest of Amami-O-Shima.

09/27/1986
USS Chicago (SSN 721) is commissioned at Norfolk, VA. The Los Angeles-class nuclear attack submarine 
is the fourth U.S. Navy ship to be named after the Windy City of Illinois, and is ideally suited for covert 
surveillance, intelligence gathering and special forces missions. 

09/28/1964
The first deployment of a Polaris A-3 missile takes place on board USS Daniel Webster (SSBN 626) from 
Charleston, S.C.

09/28/1991
USS Asheville (SSN 758) is commissioned during a ceremony at Newport News, Va. The Los Angeles-class 
nuclear-powered submarine is the fourth ship in the Navy to be named after the city in North Carolina, and is 
ideally suited for covert surveillance, intelligence gathering and special forces missions.

09/29/1944
USS Narwhal (SS 167) evacuates 81 allied prisoners of war from Lanboyan Point, Sindangan Bay, 
Mindanao, Philippines. They had survived the Sept. 7 sinking of Japanese POW transport Shinyo Maru.

09/30/1943
USS Bowfin (SS 287) delivers supplies and evacuates people from Siquĳor Island, Philippines and sinks 
Japanese cargo ship, Mitake Maru. Also on this date, USS Harder (SS 257) sinks Japanese auxiliary 
submarine chaser No.3 Shosei Maru, while USS Pogy (SS 266) sinks Japanese army transport, Maebashi 
Maru, 300 miles east of Palau.

09/30/1944
USS Nautilus (SS 168) lands 95 tons of supplies, 70 drums of gasoline, and four drums of oil at designated 
spot on Panay, Philippine Islands and embarks 47 evacuees (seven servicemen, 10 women, five civilian 
males, and 25 children).

09/30/1954
The world's first nuclear-powered submarine, USS Nautilus (SSN 571), is commissioned at Groton, Conn. 
On Aug. 3, 1958, she is the first U.S. vessel to transit across the geographic North Pole. Nautilus now 
serves as the historic ship at the Submarine Force Museum at Groton.
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09/30/1981
USS La Jolla (SSN 701) is commissioned at Naval Submarine Base New London, Groton, Conn., before 
transferring to its new homeport of Naval Submarine Base Point Loma in San Diego, Calif. The Los Angeles-
class attack submarine is ideally suited for covert surveillance, intelligence gathering and Special Forces 
missions.

09/14/2024 USS New Jersey SSN-796 Commissioned.
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST

Did Iran capture a US submarine? What we know about the 
underwater drone

By Al Jazeera Staff

Published  09 SEP 2026

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said its naval forces have captured an unmanned United 
States submarine near the Strait of Hormuz, as Tehran and Washington continue to exchange tit-for-tat 
attacks on ships to exert control over the crucial waterway that connects the Gulf and the Arabian Sea.

Iranian state media identified the vessel as a Dive-LD – an autonomous underwater vehicle built by 
California-based defence firm Anduril Industries. The submersible, about six metres (20ft) long, is designed 
for long-duration missions such as surveillance, seabed mapping, and mine detection.

Washington insists that the vessel “had malfunctioned a day ago”.

The US military, meanwhile, on Tuesday evening said it destroyed five Iranian crude oil carriers in response 
to Iran’s attack on the US Navy warship with ballistic missiles. Escalating the situation further, Iran said it 
attacked two US vessels and eight oil tankers.

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/9/has-iran-captured-an-unmanned-us-submarine-what-we-know
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/9/9/has-iran-captured-an-unmanned-us-submarine-what-we-know
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So, what do we know about Dive-LD and what does its capture mean for Iran?

Did Iran capture the submersible?
On Tuesday evening, the IRGC said in a statement that its naval forces have “trapped one of the most 
modern, intelligent, unmanned submarines of the terrorist US army at the entrance to the Strait of Hormuz”.

Without divulging specific details, the IRGC added it was a “complex intelligence and operational 
mastermind operation at dawn today”.

“This smart submersible features the latest technology in the submersible field in the world, and was 
delivered to the US terrorist army fleet in 2025,” the IRGC said in its statement.

The US has yet to issue an official statement on the incident, but an unnamed Pentagon spokesperson 
confirmed to the Reuters news agency the loss of the submersible, which he said was sent to survey 
regional waters in support of ongoing operations.

“The defective drone was an older model that neither collected sensitive data nor carried any classified 
sonar or radar equipment,” the spokesperson said.
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So, what is Dive-LD?

Dive-LD is a large, unmanned, autonomous underwater vehicle and a reusable platform designed to carry 
different sensor and mission packages.

Anduril Industries, the submersible’s manufacturer, put its maximum depth at 6,000 metres (19,700ft) and 
endurance at up to 10 days. It reportedly costs nearly $2.5m, according to US media reports. To put things 
in perspective, the OceanGate Titan submersible imploded near the Titanic’s wreck in June 2023 at a depth 
of some 3,346 metres (11,000ft) – nearly half of Dive-LD’s advertised depth.

Anduril has confirmed the loss of one of its vessels but downplayed the significance of the incident.

“Dive-LD is an attritable autonomous system, meaning it is designed from the outset to operate in dangerous 
environments where loss of the vehicle is an expected possibility,” a company spokesperson said on 
Wednesday.

On its website, Anduril says that Dive-LD possesses “open software, mechanical, and electrical interfaces 
[allowing] for seamless integration and rapid configuration of multiple payloads and sensors at a time”.

The company says it can deliver “relevant, impactful, and affordable capability in weeks, not months or 
years, for missions to include: mine warfare; intelligence preparation of the operational environment; 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance; and precision placement”.

Has the Iran war drained US military power?
Since the US attacked Iran in late February, joined by Israel, Tehran has faced devastating attacks over the 
months that began with the killing of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. His son Mojtaba Khamenei 
succeeded him.

However, Tehran’s retaliatory attacks on US bases and assets in the region have dealt a strong blow to 
Washington, coupled with hits on critical energy infrastructure, upending global energy prices.

At least 18 US soldiers have been killed during the conflict. Nearly 8,000 people have been killed in Iran and 
Lebanon in Israeli and US attacks.
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The Iranian targets included bases like Al Udeid in Qatar, Ali Al Salem in Kuwait, and Al Dhafra in the UAE, 
which host US military forces. Bahrain, which hosts the US Fifth Fleet headquarters, has also been 
hammered by Iranian attacks. Officials in Washington believe that repairs here alone could run into billions.

The US has also reportedly been running short on munitions stockpiles. US President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly rejected the media reports. His administration has subjected senior US defence staff to polygraph 
tests for leaking information about the munitions to the media.

For context, the US fired more Patriot missiles in the first four days of the Iran war than it supplied to Ukraine 
over the past four years. Each of those missiles in the defence system costs $4m – and they were shooting 
down Iran’s Shahed drones worth not more than $50,000 each.

In July, US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said the Iran war is estimated to have cost some $37bn. He 
asked for twice that amount to continue the war, which Trump initially said would last four to five weeks.

In June, Trump had said that Iran downed a US Apache helicopter in the Strait of Hormuz, while Tehran has 
claimed to have shot down several US-operated drones near the waterway.

Iranian infrastructure near the Strait of Hormuz has become the central war theatre over the last few weeks. 
The US is targeting surveillance and naval assets to deter Tehran from attacking ships trying to evade its 
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, through which a fifth of global oil and gas passed before the war began.

Meanwhile, a US naval blockade on Iranian ports and a slew of economic sanctions continue to hurt 
Tehran’s economy.
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The cheap submarine-detection kits set to expose Putin’s 
invisible force

By Tom Cotterill

Published 21 AUG 2026

Britain’s civilian ships could be fitted with experimental new sensors to reveal Russian submarines in the 
Channel, The Telegraph can disclose.

Fibre-optic cables carrying a series of underwater acoustic receivers are already being used by the Dutch 
military and they have been tested by the Royal Navy.

Touted as the first of its kind in the world, the Dutch military says it has a “higher sensitivity than traditional 
arrays” and can spot targets more than 60 miles away.

The OptiArray system, built by Dutch technology firm Optics11, uses a large spool of cable that can be 
unwound behind a ship to detect the tell-tale sounds of submarines and warships at sea.

Traditionally, such technology has been reserved for specialist submarine-hunting warships, such as the UK’s 
Type 23 frigates.

But Paul Heiden, Optics11’s chief executive, said the system could be contained in a portable 10ft-long box 
and fitted to warships of any size, giving them an “unparalleled” ability to hunt submarines.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2026/08/21/cheap-submarine-detection-kits-expose-russia-navy-ships-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2026/08/21/cheap-submarine-detection-kits-expose-russia-navy-ships-war/
https://news.usni.org/2026/07/06/china-tests-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile-kicks-off-annual-exercise-with-russia
https://news.usni.org/2026/07/06/china-tests-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile-kicks-off-annual-exercise-with-russia
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“Every ship, literally every ship, is capable of placing and running sea containers on their decks. That’s exactly 
what we do here,” the 59-year-old former Dutch marine said.

Speaking to The Telegraph from his office in Amsterdam, Mr Heiden said the system could also be fitted to 
civilian cargo ships to bolster Britain’s defences, amid fears the country could be drawn into a war with Russia 
by 2030.

He added: “Just imagine you equip every civilian ship with a towed array. It won’t use energy or cost anything 
… This is anti-submarine warfare in a box.”

Towed arrays have been used for decades and offer a major advantage compared with hull-mounted systems, 
which sit close to machinery and propellers that can make it hard to detect faint sounds.

Current systems are electronic, meaning they emit a faint electromagnetic field that could theoretically be 
detected. Mr Heiden said his fibre-optic system, which passes a beam of light through its sensors, emits no 
detectable signal.

The systems can also be deployed from land and run on the sea floor to protect critical underwater cables.

“We are selling an unfair advantage,” he said. “We can pick up an oil tanker at 100km (62miles) and a frigate 
at about 50km. Particular unmanned surface vessels have a high motor sound. We can quickly pick that up in 
the tens of kilometres. That’s really different from anything provided currently.”

The Navy is under intense pressure to defend against Russian warships and submarines, which have stepped 
up their activity around the UK by a third in the past year.
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A key area for surveillance is the vast gap between Norway and Greenland. The expanse is the gateway to 
Europe and the Atlantic for submarines of Russia’s northern fleet.

Patrolling it is a significant task for the Navy, which has witnessed its surface fleet shrink to its smallest size 
in living memory.

Towards the end of the Cold War, the UK had 50 frigates and destroyers at its disposal along with about 30 
submarines. Today, there are six destroyers and five frigates alongside six Astute-class submarines and four 
Vanguard boats carrying nuclear weapons.

At the same time, Russian warships are increasingly sailing through the Channel to guard sanctioned tankers 
of Vladimir Putin’s shadow fleet illegally ferrying oil across the globe.

It has piled additional pressure on the Navy, which in July spent 21 days monitoring Russian naval activity.

The need for better technology to monitor submarines intensified this week after the Kremlin unleashed its 
latest underwater weapon.

Moscow’s first Khabarovsk nuclear-powered submarine departed for sea trials in the White Sea.

The 443ft boat is the newest in Vladimir Putin’s fleet and is designed to carry Russia’s latest weapon of mass 
destruction, the Poseidon autonomous nuclear torpedo.

The Poseidon “Doomsday” weapon is intended to devastate coastal cities by creating radioactive tsunamis. 
Powered by a nuclear reactor, it theoretically has unlimited range, putting every coastal city in Nato within 
reach. It can also travel at speeds of up to 80mph.
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The torpedo can carry a two-megaton nuclear warhead – more than 100 times more powerful than the atomic 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. The Khabarovsk is reportedly configured to carry six Poseidons.

Russia’s navy appeared to further intensify operations around Europe this week. Admiral Levchenko, a 
destroyer, escorted a sanctioned cargo ship and oil tanker through the Baltics to Egypt. The vessels are 
expected to pass through the Channel this weekend.

Moscow also prompted alarm after it deployed the Admiral Kasatonov, a frigate equipped with nuclear-
capable Zircon hypersonic missiles, close to the German island of Fehmarn.

British naval sources brushed off the ship’s deployment, claiming it was “routine”. However, the action is part 
of a wider campaign that defence analysts are growing increasingly concerned about.

“We are seeing a real uptick in activity; a Russian warship stationed almost permanently in the Channel firing 
guns; (Dmitry) Medvedev (deputy chairman of Russia’s security council) saying we will seize ships – this 
graph is going in the wrong direction,” said Matthew Savill, director of military sciences at the Royal United 
Services Institute, a London think-tank.

Russia has also been accused of deploying submarines, spy ships and vessels from its shadow fleet to locate 
Britain’s network of subsea fibre-optic cables which carry more than 99 per cent of international data traffic.

Sabotaging such systems could cause chaos and temporarily cripple the UK’s economy, making the fibre-
optic arrays vital for defence.

Britain is spending £1.5bn to develop a hybrid navy fleet, made up of various drone ships including some that 
can carry missiles and others built with sophisticated sensors.
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Eight new Type 26 submarine-hunting frigates and at least five Type 31 frigates are also being built. Billions 
of pounds are also being invested in two new classes of submarines, including the UK’s new fleet of 

Dreadnought nuclear deterrent boats and 12 hunter-killer submarines.

As part of the defence investment plan, the Government has committed £330m over four years to protect 
critical underwater infrastructure, including subsea cables and energy pipelines.

A Ministry of Defence spokesman added: “In the face of growing Russian threats, our Royal Navy warships 
and helicopters continue to monitor and deter Russian activity in UK waters.”

The Dutch ministry of defence said it was “collaborating closely” with Optics11 to develop the new technology 
which would offer “higher sensitivity than traditional arrays”.

Hailing the technology as “potentially groundbreaking … in the field of underwater detection”, a spokesman 
added: “We are monitoring this development and actively supporting Optics11, including by assisting with the 
execution of tests.

“The system can contribute to anti-submarine warfare and the monitoring of subsea infrastructure.”
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Editor’s Note: In this month’s WAR PATROL!, we follow the S-37 (SS-142) as sheengages the Japanese 
Navy just Pear Harbor, in January 1942.  As she moves in to engage a destroyer-guarded transport ship, 
she spot additional destroyers.  Should they target the juicy transports, or take shots at the deadly destroyer 
groups?   Check it out in this issue of WAR PATROL!

WAR PATROL!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-37
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1v-d3yUszipWU7WXc3nPxFirU1qtYSc/edit
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Excerpt from Ship's history:

By the end of the month, Japanese forces in Borneo had moved south into Balikpapan while those forces 
located in the Celebes moved into Kendari. On 2 February, S-37 departed Soerabaja and headed back to 
Makassar Strait. By the 5th, she was off Cape William. The next day, she shifted southward to patrol the 
southern approaches to Makassar City; and, on the evening of the 8th, she sighted a destroyer, which was 
thought to be an advance guard unit for enemy forces en route to that city.

At 1800, the destroyer, allowed to pass unmolested, disappeared to the northwest. Thirteen minutes later, the 
mast and upper works of three destroyers in column were sighted: distance 5 miles, estimated speed-15 
knots.

A half-hour's wait brought no transports or cargo-men into view, and S-37 went after the destroyer formation. 
Moving on the surface, she closed the destroyers, all four in column, distance 8,000 yards. All torpedoes were 
readied; and, at 1946, she commenced her approach. A minute later, she sighted another, closer, formation of 
four destroyers, distance 4,000 yards, plus the dim outlines of three large ships resembling transports, 
distance three miles, on a northerly course.

At 1951, S-37 changed course to go after the transports. By 2010, however, the destroyers to the submarine's 
starboard had increased speed to maintain cover for the transports as the formation turned and crossed ahead 
of the submarine at 4,000 yards. By 2030, S-37, unable to gain an unimpaired shot at the transports, shifted 
to attack the destroyers. Between 2036 and 2040, she fired one torpedo at each destroyer. Thirty seconds 
after firing the third torpedo, she observed a hit between the stacks of the third destroyer, and, as black smoke 
rose, the destroyer buckled in the middle and the mid-ship portion rose approximately 20 feet above the bow 
and stern. Natsushio was going down.

The fourth destroyer, however, sighted S-37 as the fourth torpedo was fired and turned to starboard. At 2041, 
S-37 dived and rigged for depth charging. By 2043, the three remaining destroyers were overhead, pinging. 
S-37 ran silent. Between 2050 and 2215, the searching destroyers dropped depth charges at 10-15 minute 
intervals. S-37 reached 267 feet as she evaded permanent damage. By 2230, the destroyers had moved out 
of the area. S-37, reloaded, resumed her hunting.
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REQUIN BASE SUPPORTERS
The task of perpetua�ng the memory of our lost shipmates is forever and cannot be done alone. This task takes �me, money, 
dedica�on and patrio�sm from all walks of life, both veteran and civilian. USS Requin Base would like to recognize all those that 
help us fulfill the task of remembering and honoring those we have lost to secure the freedoms we enjoy today.  h�ps://
requinbase.org/customer-photos/ 

American Legion Posts

80 106 249

290 368 481

641 902

VFW Posts

191 249 311

1821 3945 7505 

8168 9199

Stinky’s Bar & Grill Allegheny County Rifle Club Cavaliere Brothers
4901 Hatfield Street 99 Schuetzen Park Rd 1412 Mt Royal Blvd #1

PGH, PA 15201 PGH, PA 15209 Glenshaw, PA 15116

Teutonia Männerchor The Bulldog Pub Verdetto’s Bar & Restaurant
857 Phinneas Street 1818 Morningside Ave 814 Madison Avenue

PGH, PA 15212 PGH, PA 15206 PGH, PA 15212

Huntz’s Tavern Main Street Bar & Billiards The Blue Goose Saloon
645 Butler Street 604 Main Street 605 Mt Royal Blvd
PGH, PA 15223 Sharpsburg, PA 15215 PGH, PA 15223

Talor Garden Scaping Z Florist Danny’s Bar & Grill
1728 Crosby Avenue 804 Mt Royal Blvd 1511 Center Ave

PGH, PA 15216 PGH, PA 15223 West View, PA 15229

Nox’s Tavern & Grille Monte Cello’s Italian Restaurant Nox’s on 8
720 Blaw Ave 2198 Babcock Blvd 3008 William Flinn Hwy

PGH, PA 15238 PGH, PA 15209 Allison Park, PA 15101

*** 2026 BOOSTERS***

SUPPORTERS

American Legion Post 359
American Legion Post 490
American Legion Post 862
American Legion Post 902
American Legion Post 641
American Legion Post 764
American Legion Post 464

NUCLEAR
VFW Post 764

American Legion Post 785

PLATINUM
Ron Zahner

SHIPMATE
Jason Rinker (State Farm)

VFW Post 214
VFW Post 1409
Pat McConville

Rick Elster
American Legion Post 935
American Legion Post 145
American Legion Post 82

Joe Campisi
Lou Hamill

Ralph Stroede
Lee Bookwalter

C&R Roofing & Heating
American Legion Post 156
American Legion Post 924

SILVER
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