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USSVI Creed: 

"To perpetuate the memory of our ship-
mates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That 
their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacri-
fice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. Pledge loy-
alty and patriotism to the United States of 
America and its Constitution." 

The official newsletter of the  
USS Requin Base of the USSVI 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

USS Requin Base Officers 
Base Commander  Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635  hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com 
1st Vice Commander  Carl Stigers    412-995-8028  carstenstigers@verizon.net 
2nd Vice Commander  Rick Elster  412-751-7967  Relster565@comcast.net 
Secretary   Jeff Simon  724-502-4505  jeffsimon@zoominternet.net 
Treasurer   Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337  booky143@verizon.net 
Storekeeper   Frank Nicotra  412-835-6540   nicotrafrank@gmail.com 
Chaplain   Carl Stigers    412-995-8028  carstenstigers@verizon.net 
Past Base Commander Joe Campisi  412-322-3201   jcampisi1@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor  Jack Sutherin   330-507-2278    jack.sutherin@comcast.net 
Webmaster    Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337  booky143@verizon.net 
COB/Historian -  Clyde Porter, jr.  740-635-3179  candsporter@comcast.net 
Photographer   Peter Foster  724+980-7657  gopetro2000@gmail.com 
SVD Hard Copy  Rick Elster  412-751-7967  relster565@comcast.net 

------------------------------------------------------------- Pride Runs Deep -------------------------------------------------------- 

Meetings held on the second Saturday of the month normally in  BAden at the  American Legion Post 

and quarterly meetings held around our membership area.  
• Make a difference, get to a meeting! 

•  
----------------------------------------------------------------- Pride Runs Deep --------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 

Next Meeting: 1230 13 July at the American Legion in Baden Pa.   

June 2019 

mailto:cwporter@1st.net


2 

 

Binnacle List 
:   
Chip & Sharon Porter, 
Judith Underkoffler  
John Lukasik 
Ginny Sutherin 

Shipmates, It is with heavy heart that I am notifying you all that Aaron Ellis has gone on 
Eternal Patrol.  The funeral service conducted by us will be Thursday Evening at 1830 
hours at the Hart Funeral Home,  Located at 3103 Lillian Ave, Murrysville, PA 
15668.  Please notify both myself and Huey if you are able to participate. Uniform of the 
day will be dress pants white shirts and ties and our vests. There will be a funeral service 
the next morning at the same location starting at 1000. Internment will be most likely in 
the Middle of July in the Cemetery of the Allegheny's.  Sandy has not settled on a date yet 
as there are family arrangements that need to be worked out. For that service we are asked 
to participate also. I will send out an email when I have the details. For those of you who 
did not know Aaron, Subvets was a very important part  of his and Sandy's life for many 
years Sandy told me that we are an important part of their past and she wanted to make 
sure we could participate. The Obit for Friday says private but she stressed that all Subvets 
that could show up were welcome. 
 
Carl  
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Requin Base Meeting Minutes 
June 8, 2019 

Columbiana, Ohio 
 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich called the meeting to order. 
Attendees: Martin Abel, Eric Bookmiller, George & Cindy Brown, Tom & Deneen Calabrese, Ron Campbell, Joe Campisi, Huey & 
Edie Dietrich, Rick Elster, Gerry & Linda Gaylor, Bob & Lynn Gourley, Bill & Donna Greenlee,  Lou Hamil, Bill & Sandy Lindsay, 
Pete & Nancy Lockoch, Bat & Kim Masterson, James Messer, Vince Metz, Bob & Jude Myers, Frank Nicotra, Mike Pellegrino, 
Chuck Shrump, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Carl Stigers, Jack & Genny Sutherin, John Swords, Mike & Tina Wyckoff, and 9 Cod Base 
members 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich:  Quotes of the day: “The only good marine is a submariner” 
History of the Requin: June 3rd following shakedown off the New England coast, USS Requin departed Portsmouth New Hamp-
shire in route to Hawaii.  June 30, 1949 soon after her return to New London CT, Requin was transferred to Norfolk VA for duty 
with Subron 6.  Into the spring of 1950 she operated in the western Atlantic ranging from Nova Scotia to the West Indies.  From June 
to August 1959, the Charleston Shipyard in South Carolina removed all Requin's radar equipment making her more streamline.  June 
29, 1968 Requin was reclassified as AGS-481. June 30, 1971 Requin was reclassified as IXSS-481.  June 17, 1972 Requin was trans-
ferred to Tampa Florida as a tourist attraction.  She remained in the role until 1986 when she was closed down due to a lack of fund-
ing and support. For four years she remained abandoned at the pier. 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich:  Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who made the su-
preme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace. We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate their 
memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of defense of our Nation. 
Boats Lost: 
USS HERRING (SS 233)  June 1, 1944  
USS R 12 (SS 89)  June 12, 1943  
USS GOLET (SS 361)  June 14, 1944  
USS BONEFISH (SS 223)  June 18, 1945  
USS S 27 (SS 132)  June 19, 1942  
USS O-9 (SS 70)  June 20, 1941 
USS RUNNER (SS 275)  June 26, 1943  
We also remember our departed shipmate of the Requin Base Bill Britt and George Heron.  Let us also remember the brave subma-
riners who died performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually and some in groups, but where the submarine itself 
was not lost. 
Chaplain Carl Stigers gave the Invocation. 
Base Secretary Jeff Simon led the Base in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Members introduced themselves and the boats they qualified on. 

Base Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous meeting were published in the SVD and on the Re-
quin Base website.  With no objections, the minutes will stand as published. 
No Treasurer’s report. 
Other Reports: 
Binnacle List:  Chip & Sharon Porter, Diana Gervais (Underkoffer), John Lukasik 
Eternal Patrol: None 
Membership stands at 182 
Storekeeper Frank Nicotra reported on available small stores.  

Shipmate Vince Metz reported on Eagle Scouts presentations 
Social Events 
Martin Abel retirement ceremony July 26, 2019 

George Brown boat reunion September 5-8, 2019 

Shawn McGinty boat reunion June 2020 

Guest Speaker: Members of the Cod Base thanked Requin Base for inviting them to our meeting.  Challenge coins were exchanged. 

Old Business: 
Eric Bookmiller spoke about recent ceremonies in Gorton CT. 

Pictures of Commander Hoegel’ s retirement were shown. 

New Business: 
On July 27 Cod Base is hosting a cookout. 
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Requin Base going to Cleveland (Cod Base) September 19-22 date to be determined. 

For The Good Of The Order: 
Torpedo Run will be held in Cleveland June 15. 
Various letters to the Base were read. 
Custom wrappers are being developed for the Requin Base candy sales. 
New banners are being made for use in parades. 
Recruiting cards and welcome packages are being made for passing out to veterans during parades. 
Entertainment and commemorative glasses for Requin Base anniversary were discussed. 
Hospitality of Carnegie VFW was discussed. 
Strategies are being coordinated with other area groups to obtain the USS Pittsburgh sail 
Members were informed regarding memorial ceremony on May 26 in Ambridge PA 
Chaplain Carl Stigers gave the Benediction and blessing of today's meal. 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned. 
Next meeting: Baden PA at 1230 hours on July 13, 2019 
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