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USSVI Creed: 

"To perpetuate the memory of our ship-
mates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That 
their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacri-
fice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. Pledge loy-
alty and patriotism to the United States of 
America and its Constitution." 

The official newsletter of the  
USS Requin Base of the USSVI 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

USS Requin Base Officers 
Base Commander  Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635  hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com 
1st Vice Commander  Carl Stigers    412-995-8028  carstenstigers@verizon.net 
2nd Vice Commander  Rick Elster  412-751-7967  Relster565@comcast.net 
Secretary   Jeff Simon  724-502-4505  jeffsimon@zoominternet.net 
Treasurer   Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337  booky143@verizon.net 
Storekeeper   Frank Nicotra  412-835-6540   nicotrafrank@gmail.com 
Chaplain   Carl Stigers    412-995-8028  carstenstigers@verizon.net 
Past Base Commander Joe Campisi  412-322-3201   jcampisi1@comcast.net 
Newsletter Editor  Jack Sutherin   330-420-8064    jack.sutherin@comcast.net 
Webmaster    Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337  booky143@verizon.net 
COB/Historian -  Clyde Porter, jr.  740-635-3179  candsporter@comcast.net 
Photographer   Peter Foster  724+980-7657  gopetro2000@gmail.com 
SVD Hard Copy  Rick Elster  412-751-7967  relster565@comcast.net 

------------------------------------------------------------- Pride Runs Deep -------------------------------------------------------- 

Meetings held on the second Saturday of the month normally in  BAden at the  American Legion Post 

and quarterly meetings held around our membership area.  
• Make a difference, get to a meeting! 

•  
----------------------------------------------------------------- Pride Runs Deep --------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 

Next Meeting: 1230  9 May if American Legion still closed you will be notified 

April 2020 

mailto:cwporter@1st.net
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a virtual get-together with friends and family 
By James Gelinas, Komando.com  
 
March 23, 2020 
Going stir-crazy yet? You’re not alone. Millions of Americans are now under some form of shelter-in-place, lockdown or work-
from-home arrangement that keeps them from socializing with their friends and loved ones. 
Despite our mutual frustrations, all this quarantine business is happening for a reason. It’s all part of the effort to flatten the curve of 
infection and slow down the number of new COVID-19 cases.  
To cope with the isolation, people are finding creative ways to keep in touch with friends and family. And right now, the best way 
to meet online is with none other than group video chats. Here’s how you can say “hello” without having to go outside. 

How can I use video chat to talk to my loved ones? 
For starters, you’ll want to make sure you have a stable internet connection, a working camera and microphone, and a computer 
capable of running the software. 
If you don’t have all of these, your best bet is to use your smartphone. It comes pre-installed with a camera and microphone array, 
as well as a wireless connection you can use if your Wi-Fi isn’t stable enough. 
And with companies cutting data caps during the course of the outbreak, there’s never been a better time to take advantage of your 
data plan.  
Lastly, you’ll want to decide which app works the best for your group. Here are some of the most popular apps, as well as their 
strengths and weaknesses: 

• Skype: The oldest program in the bunch, but available for free and backed by Microsoft’s support network. It does have a 
tendency to lag when connections are spotty and this can affect image and audio quality. 

• Google Hangouts: Free to use and only requires your Google Account to sign up. Audio and Group Video calls are lim-
ited to 10 people on the free version of the program. 

• Zoom: Allows for conferences of up to 100 people, but won’t integrate with your existing Google Account or social me-
dia. A dedicated video chatting program. 

All three of these programs are available online for desktop users and mobile users can get them from both the iOS App Store and 
the Google Play Store. 
Once you’ve downloaded the software, make sure you’ve asked your friends and family for their usernames and make sure every-
one is on the same page about which software you’re using. If you have different video chatting apps, you won’t be able to talk to 
one another. 

Don’t fear the lag 
One final word of advice: Even the best video chatting apps feature some lag — especially considering how remote work traffic is 
dominating our local networks. T 
If you notice you and the other people in your chat seem to be talking over one another, make sure to take a brief pause after you’re 
finished speaking. This will help mitigate the lag and make the conversation easier to follow.  
Hopefully, everyone will continue to use these methods of connecting to stay in touch with family and friends long after this pan-
demic fades away. Crises aren’t permanent, but the bonds we share with our friends and family are unbreakable. 

 

Major League Baseball and its players union are showing interest in a 
plan that could allow the season to start in May at several stadiums in 
Arizona, ESPN reported Tuesday. 

The idea, unnamed sources told the US sports network’s website, has the support of top federal public health officials 
who think all 30 clubs could operate safely despite the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. 

The plan would have teams play at empty outdoor stadiums in the Phoenix area where several teams conduct pre-
season spring training and Chase Field, the retractable-roof home stadium for the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Players, managers and coaches, umpires and others would be sequestered at area hotels, living in relative isolation with 
travel only to and from the stadium, essentially in a bubble to be kept from the public. 

“I think there would be an adjustment but we would follow suit,” retired MLB star and television commentator Alex Ro-
driguez told ESPN. 

“Players want to play and fans want to watch.” 
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The MLB season of 162 games per club was to have opened on March 26. 

MLB stars such as Bryce Harper and Mike Trout potentially would be forced to play an entire campaign away from fami-
lies and friends while the Washington Nationals would try to defend their World Series crown in empty ballparks on the 
other side of the country. 

“It’s a completely different experience,” Rodriguez said of empty stadiums. 

“Communication as an infielder would be a lot better. I think it would be fine for television but on the field it would be 
like a spring training game.” 

The report said officials at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health have 
shown support for a plan involving strict isolation and social distancing that could allow America’s national pastime to 
return from the deadly virus outbreak that has shut down most sports worldwide. 

Two exceptions to the halt of sport have been low-level golf tours in Arizona, the men’s Outlaw Tour and women’s Cactus 
Tour. 

“We just don’t know enough about this deadly disease,” Rodriguez said. “Everybody is concerned. The science tells us 
something different every day. The stock market is going up and down every day. That’s how everybody’s emotions are 
going.” 

The report says some officials think June openers are more realistic, with May depending on many health issues being 
solved. 

Prime among those concerns would be the need for a major increase in the availability of coronavirus tests with quick 
results that would not curtail testing access for the public as deaths and hospitalizations mount. 

Ensuring safety for older participants such as managers and umpires as well as younger and fit players is another key 
factor, both from the virus and from the searing heat of an Arizona summer. 

Players might spread out in empty grandstands instead of watch from more cramped dugout areas. 

– Extreme Arizona heat – 

Average daily high temperatures in the Phoenix area crack 100 degrees (37.7 Celsius) from June through September. 

Teams would be looking at playing back-to-back games, possibly shortened to seven innings and with tie-breaker meth-
ods to ensure no marathon deadlocked contests. 

“Back in the day it was something we did all the time,” Rodriguez said of double-headers. “We have to make sure we 
don’t put players in harm’s way.” 

The move would allow players to keep receiving salaries and provide sport television for people shletering in homes while 
trying to limit the spread of the deadly disease. 

While MLB would stand to lose ticket money, the lion’s share of its $10 billion annual revenues, the league and players 
could reap greater money from telecast rights. 

The report said top federal health officials have spoken about the viability of such a plan with MLB and on Saturday with 
the MLB Players Association, with the union and MLB starting to discuss the idea Monday. 
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The plan would include teams carrying larger rosters to ease heat-related issues and allow for the possibility a player 
tests positive for coronavirus, but the report said officials do not believe such a test would necessarily cause a team to be 
quarantined or a shutdown to be reinstated. 

War Of 1812 At Walmart 

 

Yesterday, I wore my Korea Veteran cap to Wal-Mart. There was nothing in particular that I needed at the world's largest retailer; 

but, since I retired, trips to "Wally World" to look at the Walmartians is always good for some comic relief. Besides, I always feel 

pretty normal after seeing some of the people that frequent the establishment. But, I digress, . . . enough of my psychological fixa-
tions. 

 

While standing in line to check out, the guy in front of me, probably in his early thirties, asked, "Are you a Viet Nam Vet?" 

"No," I replied. 

 

"Then why are you wearing that cap?" 

"Because I couldn't find the one from the War of 1812 . . ." I thought it was a snappy retort. 

 

"The War of 1812, huh?" the Walmartian queried, "When was that?" 

God forgive me, but I couldn't pass up such an opportunity. "1946," I answered as straight-faced as possible. 

 

He pondered my response for a moment and responded, "Why do they call it the War of 1812 if it was in 1946?" 

"It was a Black Op. No one is supposed to know about it." This was beginning to be way fun! 

 

"Dude! Really?" He exclaimed. "How did you get to do something that COOOOL?" 

I glanced furtively around me for effect, leaned toward the guy and in a low voice said, "I'm not sure. I was the only Caucasian 

on the mission." 

 

"Dude," he was really getting excited about what he was hearing, "that is seriously awesome! But, didn't you kind of stand 

out?" 

"Not really. The other guys were wearing white camouflage." The moron nodded knowingly. 

 

"Listen man," I said in a very serious tone, "You can't tell anyone about this. It's still 'top secret' and I shouldn't have said any-
thing." 

"Oh yeah?" he gave me the 'don't threaten me look.' "Like, what's gonna happen if I do?" 

 

With a really hard look I said, "You have a family don't you? We wouldn't want anything to happen to them, would we?"  

The guy gulped, left his basket where it was and fled through the door. The lady behind me started laughing so hard I thought 

she was about to have a heart attack. I just grinned at her.  

 

After checking out and going to the parking lot, I saw dimwit leaning in a car window talking to a young woman. Upon catch-

ing sight of me he started pointing excitedly in my direction. Giving him another 'deadly' serious look, I made the 'I see you' 
gesture. He turned kind of pale, jumped in the car and sped out of the parking lot. 

 

     And these people VOTE! What a great time! Tomorrow I'm going back wearing my Homeland Security cap. Then the next day I 
will go to the driver's license bureau wearing my Border Patrol hat, and see how long it takes to empty the place.  Whoever said 

retirement is boring? You just need to wear the right kind of cap! See you guys at Walmart!! 
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Toilet Paper 

Crisis Hawaii Has Never Forgotten 

 

The cause was different, but the effect was the same: Not enough tissue at hand for the issue at hand. Americans are struggling to 
find toilet paper after demand exploded amid the coronavirus crisis. In July 1971, dock strikes wiped out the supply in Hawaii, lead-

ing to an uncomfortable shortage that lasted for months. The International Longshore and Warehouse Union strike shut down every 
dock on the West Coast while bosses and union leaders fought over a new contract. Hawaii residents were completely dependent on 

those shipments for a variety of goods - salt, rice - but none seems to have stuck in the memory like the lack of toilet paper. 

 

• Bar owner Bob Hampton recently recalled to the Star-Advertiser that after patrons kept stealing rolls from the restrooms, 

they moved them behind the bar and assigned a "kukae (poop) manager," who rationed six squares per customer for a visit 

to the commode. 

 

 

• When a local hotel owner ran out of TP for guests, he lifted some from the public restrooms in the luxury resort across the 

street, he told the Star-Advertiser. After a few days, the restrooms suddenly had security guards. 

 

 

• A 1971 New York Times article described how having toilet paper became an expression of status. When a wealthy heiress 

and her husband bought a condo in Waikiki, they received rolls of toilet paper and Morton's salt shakers as housewarming 

gifts from neighbors. 

 

 

• When radio stations had contests, the winning caller got toilet paper. One station, the Times wrote, delivered the TP in a 

Rolls-Royce. You didn't get to keep the Rolls, though, just the rolls. 

 

• And what's a public health crisis without a little quid pro quo? A grocery store manager told the Star-Advertiser he got a 

call from then-Honolulu Mayor Frank Fasi. "I need a case of toilet paper and three bags of rice," Fasi told him. When they 

made the exchange at midnight, "like two spies," Fasi asked him if there was anything he needed. The manager told him 

about some potholes behind the store; two days later, they were paved over. 

 

     By October, President Richard Nixon got involved in the strike negotiations, citing national "health and safety" concerns. The 

longshoremen were forced back to work for 80 days - just in time for Christmas - but they struck again in January 1972. This time, 

the shipping company refused to allow dock workers to load military cargo to Vietnam, according to the Waterfront Workers Histo-
ry Project at the University of Washington, claiming the extra income from that work was prolonging the strike. 

 

     An agreement was finally reached in February, largely to the strikers' favor, and soon the critical tissue began rolling back onto 

the shelves of Hawaiian stores. Hawaii residents may or may not have forgiven the dock workers for the strike, but they certainly 

haven't forgotten. In 1999, a threat of a strike caused a run on toilet paper at big-box stores across the state, the Star Bulletin report-
ed at the time. It happened again during a dock worker lockout in 2002. State economist Pearl Imada Iboshi told the SFGate, 

"People are quite prepared," because they had "built up inventories to cushion any negative impact."  [Source:  The Washington 

Post | Gillian Brockell | March 29, 2020 ++] 
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