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USSVI Creed: 

"To perpetuate the memory of our ship-
mates who gave their lives in the pursuit of 
duties while serving their country. That 
their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacri-
fice be a constant source of motivation to-
ward greater accomplishments. Pledge loy-
alty and patriotism to the United States of 
America and its Constitution." 

The official newsletter of the  
USS Requin Base of the USSVI 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Meetings held on the second Saturday of the month normally 
in  BAden at the  American Legion Post 

and quarterly meetings held around our membership area.  
¶ Make a difference, get to a meeting! 

----------------------------------------------------------------- Pride Runs Deep --------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 

Next Meeting: 1230 14 November at the American Legion in Baden Pa.   

October 2020 

Base Officers 
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COMMANDERS CORNER: 
Our October base meeting was attended by 15 members and one first mate. There were 3 
members on zoom. The food was again supplied by shipmate Bat Masterson and his first mate 
Kimberly. Edie send the cupcakes again, which I almost forgot to serve them ï but remem-
bered at the last minute. Our new member Ed Derr enjoyed the camaraderie along with his first 
mate Mary Jane. I canôt wait till this ñ19ò is over with so we can get back to normal. 
The USSVI calendars are on order and we expect them to arrive around the first week of No-
vember. Dues collection is underway ï members who do not want a calendar have been sent 
their dues notice. When you receive your dues notice, please respond ASAP. We have over 200 
members and we want to be completed by the beginning of December. As of today, we have 66 
USSVI life members and 23 base life members. Hopefully as a base, we can arrive at 50% for 
both USSVI & BASE life members. 
The captain and the COB of the Idaho are very happy and excited to have the Requin base sup-
porting the crew. Captain Meyers mentioned to me that he met me in Pittsburgh in 2015, while 
attending the national convention, which we hosted. Captain Meyers was on Vice Admiral Hi-
larides staff. He recalled vividly, what great hosts the Requin base was for him and his first 
mate, Sarah. They were honored to join me, my first mate Edie and the crew that evening, and 
often tells the stories shared from a few of our members that night, from their time at sea, in 
the 40ôs, 50ôs, and 60ôs. (Highly inspiring for those of us on active-duty to hear of those expe-
riences, which forged our warrior-legacy as submariners.)  
Captain Nick Meyers is from Cumberland, Md., where his father was a CSX carman mechanic. 
Both of his grandfathers worked for the railroads. His Mother and brother still live in Cumber-
land. They are both school teachers 
Recently he received an e-mail from LTjg Gardner, who was on board the Idaho BB42 in 1944 
thru decommissioning in May 1946. He was M Div officer and Sr Asst Engineer Officer. As a 
civilian he desired the desalination plant for SSN571, the Nautilus, and went on the first sea 
trials out of EB, with Rickover looking over his shoulder. William became 100 years old in 
May of this year and is living and driving in a retirement facility in Raleigh. He also was re-
sponsible for diesel plants on the FBMôs. 
BIRTHDAYS                                                                                  ANNIVERSARIES  
               MEMBER                            SPOUCE                                                                    
Beauregard, Rich 11/17/65  Patsy Bookwalter 11/25  Lee-Patsy Bookwalter 11/30  
Bence, James 11/11/47        Nancy Bouts 11/06           Steve-Jenny Cuddy 11/10            
Bolcato, Tino 11/09/50         Dorothy Bright 11/22      John-Helen Donnelly 11/24    
Bouts, Clair 11/22/39            R. Stueben Coker 11/30  Grahm-Sandy Dunlop 11/19   
avis, Robert 11/26/46            Judy Elster 11/03             Ric-John Guntang 11/22            
Gibson, Chris 11/26/52         Hilga Iden 11/20              Fred-Trude Hayes 11/20         
Goldman, Robert 11/11/58   Sherry Nixon 11/22          Bruce-Chris Lacey 11/02           
Hawk, Bill 11/21/37               Betty D. Simpson 11/28   Ang-Cathleen Naso 11/11          
Lewis, James 11/06/40          Agnus Strang 11/23          Greg-Michelle Poole Nov        
May, Ed 11-25/67                   Joanne Welts 11/27          Clyde-Sharon Porter 11/13         
McGee, Allen 11/04/40         Krissy Wissinger 11/14     Chris-Ruth Ann Shal 11/01         
Nixon, Charles 11/06/46                                                    Jeff-Eileen Simon 11/14              
Spensor, Daniel 11/06/79                                                  Dan-Carrie Spensor 11/14           
Swinney, Terry 11/17/46                                                    Ron-Cynthia Weaver 11/20          
Wendell, James 11/24/45 
If there is any corrections, additions and deletions, please let me know! 
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NEW MEMBERS: 
EDWIN DERR qualified in 1963 on the USS TIGRONE SS419 as a TM2(SS). He left the na-
vy in 1964 as a TM2(SS). Butch lives in Hermitage, Pa with his first mate Mary Jane. Please e-
mail Butch and welcome him aboard ï rredde@gmail.com  
JOHN FORDYCE qualified in 1960 on the USS CUBERA SS347 as a TM1(SS). He left the 
navy in 1978 as a TMCS(SS). John lives in Indiana, Pa with his first mate Judith. Please e-mail 
John and welcome him aboard ï johnfordyce_ss@verizon.net  
ARTHUR DAVIS is joining the base as an associate member. He joined the army in 1970 and 
left in 1974. His son is a submariner and has joined the base as an Ensign. This is the first fa-
ther and son to join the base. Art lives in Monaca, Pa with his first mate Debra. Please e-mail 
Art and welcome him aboard ï bigswede43@yahoo.com  
Our base membership stands at 201 and hopefully we can start adding more members from 
other organizations and active duty sailors as well. 
Frank Hood, who was an officer of the Requin Base, before he moved way up North to be 
closer to his family, sent me an E-mail. He and his brother Charles are writing submarine 
books ï ñPoopie Suits & Cowboy Bootsò. To date they have donated all proceeds to our 
USSVI Scholarship Fund. 
The Book Authority has rated ñPoopie Suits & Cowboy Bootsò as one of the 7 best e-Books on 
submarine in the world for 2020. Here is the link to the Press Release: https://
www.einpresswire.com/article/526965837/breaking-poopie-suits-cowboy-boots-named-one-of
-7-best-ebooks-in-the-world-for-2020-on-submarines 
In-addition there is a website to make it very easy to order ï www.subtales.com  There is info 
about his 2nd book ï ñSub Tales ï Stories That Seldom Surfaceò 
Getting back to the Idaho. It was discussed and approved by the membership present, to start 
our ñIdaho crew support fundò. We set a goal for the fund to be $10,000 for the year 2021. We 
transferred $1,000.00 from the base fund along with $1,000.00 from the candy fund. In addi-
tion, three base officers donated $40.00 apiece to the fund. With 200 base members, donating 
$40.00 apiece, the fund will arrive at its target of $10,000.00 to support the Idaho crew. After 
we balance our base budget for 2021, we will continue raising funds to support our ñIdaho 
crew support fundò. 
Shipmate Dick Geyer traveled to Slippery Rock, Pa., and presented shipmate Bob Watson, 
with a certificate and hat, recognizing him for 75 years qualified in submarines. Bob is 95 
years old and served in WWll. 
 

Requin Base Meeting Minutes 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ млΣ нлнл 
American Legion Baden, PA & Zoom 

 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich called the meeting to order. 
Attendees: Mike Allen, Lee Bookwalter, George Brown, Joe Campisi, Jason Deichler, Ed & Mary Jane Derr, Huey Dietrich, Rick 
Elster, Dick Geyer, Bob Gourley, Lou Hamill, Robert Lindsey, Bat Masterson, Frank Nicotra, Brian & Lola Peltier, Jeff Simon, Carl 
Stigers, Jack Sutherin, Mike Wyckoff 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich:  Quotes of the day: ñPurpose of the Navy is to carry war to the enemy so it is not fought on US 
soil.ò 
Requin History: On October 1, 1947 Requin moved north for exercises with her sister radar picket submarine Spinax SS-489.  On 
October 1, 1966, Requin cruised around the South American continent with various South American navies.  On October 20th Re-
quin was dedicated as a memorial and exhibit and opened for tours.  
Base Commander Huey Dietrich:  Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our Shipmates who made the su-
preme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace. We dedicate this meeting to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate their 
memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates on active duty in the service of the first line of defense of our Nation. 
USS SEAWOLF (SS 197)  October 3, 1944  
USS S-44 (SS 155)  October 7, 1943  
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USS WAHOO (SS 238)  October 11, 1943  
USS DORADO (SS 248)  October 12, 1943  
USS ESCOLAR (SS 294)  October 17, 1944  
USS SHARK II (SS 314)  October 24, 1944  
USS DARTER (SS 227)  October 24, 1944  
USS TANG (SS 306)  October 25, 1944  
USS O-5 (SS 66)  October 29, 1923 
We also wish to remember our shipmates of the Requin Base: Jack Hart, Salvatore Nigido, Eugene Camarota, Thomas Whalen, John 
Clarkin, Charles Tolbert, Lloyd Alfred, Charles Schwertfeger, Major Galloway, and Kato Davenport.  Finally let us remember all the 
brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard submarines, some individually and some in groups, but where the sub-
marine itself was not lost. 
Chaplain Carl Stigers gave the Invocation. 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ƻƴΦ 

.ŀǎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ WŜũ {ƛƳƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ōŀǎŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {±5 ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǉǳƛƴ .ŀǎŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƻōƧŜŎǝƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ 
Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits are available upon request. ²ƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƻōƧŜŎπ
ǝƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ 
Other Reports: 
Binnacle List:  Gwen Bushko, James Kontir 
Membership stands at 201 
Eternal Patrol: Kato Davenport 
Storekeeper Frank Nicotra reported on small stores. 

Shipmate Jim Metz is performing an Eagle Scout court of honor today. 

Memorial And Ceremonies 
All parades and ceremonies, including the Navy Ball, have been cancelled for the time being. 

Dick Geyer reported on presentation of award and hat to Bob Watson. 

Old Business: 
Calendars wonôt be here until the end of October and be sent out in November. Had to pay in advance. Prices will hold as last years. 

Dues notices have been sent out to the shipmates who do not want a calendar. 

New Business: 
Frank Hood and his brother authored the book ñPoopy Suits And Cowboy Bootsò which was recently designated as one of the best 

submarine books. 

Navy Birthday Zoom conference will be held in lieu of the annual Navy Ball. Details will be emailed to the members. 

Motion to fund new software for the Base website was approved by the members present. 

For The Good Of The Order: 
The Base is sponsoring the USS Idaho using monies previously approved. Communications from USS Idaho were read. 

Chaplain Carl Stigers gave the Benediction and blessing of today's meal. 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned. 

Next meeting: American Legion Baden PA ŀǘ мнол ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мпΣ 2020 
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Robert E. (Pete) Watson ï USSVI ñ75-Year Submarine Service Awardò On Friday 02 October 
2020, Robert Lee (Pete) Watson was presented at his home in Slippery Rock, PA for a 
ñCertificate of Achievementò award from the United States Submarine Veteranôs Incorporated 
(USSVI). In addition to the award, ñPeteò was presented with a ñ75-Year Holland Clubò Base-
ball Cap. The official certificate states: MOMM2 (SS) ROBERT LEE WATSON ñIn recogni-
tion of 75 Years Qualified in Submarines and your contribution to the United States Navy 
while serving our country, and your continued support of SUBVETS Requin Base Holland 
Club. Granted this 11th Day of April 2020.ò ñPeteò Watson recently celebrated his 95th birth-
day in September 2020 at a family gathering in respect for having served in World War II as an 
active U.S. Navy Submarine Sailor. Submitted by, Richard H. (Dick) Geyer Awards Chairman 
USS Requin Base Baden, PA  
 


