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The USSVI Requin Base supports the National Creed 

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of duties while serving 

their country. That their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation 

toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of America and its 

Constitution.” 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE, ATTEND A MEETING! 

Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the 

month, normally at the Baden PA American Le-

gion. Quarterly meetings are held around our 

membership area. 

Our next meeting will be 

March 12 @ 1230 hours 

At the VFW Post 191 in Canonsburg PA 

Meeting Information 

American Legion Post 641 

271 State St 

Baden PA 15005  

Base Location 

For additional information about what is happening at YOUR base, go to  

https://www.requinbase.org/ 

Our Website 
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Please send ideas for articles or copies of articles, 
with full credit information to me for consideration 
of submission in the SVD.  

We are a SUBMARINE group. As such, the arti-
cles should be SUBMARINE or NAVY related.  

 

Lou Hamill - itgeek8088@gmail.com 

From the Editor 

https://www.requinbase.org/
mailto:itgeek8088@gmail.com
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Office Officer Phone eMail 

Base Commander Hubert C. Dietrich 412-486-2635 hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com 

1st Vice Commander Chad Underkoffler 724-809-6830 candj981@verizon.net 

2nd Vice Commander Chuck “Bat” Masterson 724-869-1938 mastersoncf@aol.com  

Secretary Jeff Simon 724-502-4505 jeffsimon@zoominternet.net 

Treasurer Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net 

Storekeeper Frank Nicotra 412-835-6540  nicotrafrank@gmail.com 

Chaplain    

Past Base Commander Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com 

Webmaster Lee M. Bookwalter 412-795-8337 booky143@verizon.net 

COB/Historian Eric Bookmiller 724-485-2341 ebookmiller@comcast.net 

Photographer  Rick Flaugh 412-779-0497 flaughre@comcast.net 

Holland Club Chairman Joe Campisi 412-322-3201 jcampisi654@comcast.net 

Asst. Holland Club Dick Geyer 724-637-2995 dgdiving@gmail.com 

Technology Chair Lou Hamill 412-445-3998 itgeek8088@gmail.com 

Eagle Scout Chair    

Awards Chair Dick Geyer 724-637-2995 dgdiving@gmail.com 

Master at Arms Dick Geyer 724-637-2995 dgdiving@gmail.com 

Public Affairs Chair Ed Derr 724-854-0781 rredde@gmail.com  

    

USS Requin Base Officers 

USSVI National Officers 

Office Officer Phone eMail 

National Commander Wayne Standerfer 972-298-8139 lwaynes@charter.net 

Senior Vice Commander Jon Jaques 615-893-7800 jjaques@bellsouth.net 

Junior Vice Commander Steven Bell 704-824-3510 usnret82@carolina.rr.com  

Secretary Raymond Wewers 479-967-5541 raywewers@gmail.com  

Treasurer Paul Hiser 910-691-5650 paulhiser664@gmail.com  

    

Past Commander John Markiewicz 904-743-2924 markiewiczjohn4@gmail.com  

    

Chaplain James Sandman  615-975-4792  Jsandman85@gmail.com  

    

Region Director Northeast Leslie Altschuler 917-748-2275 CdrNJNorthBase@hotmail.com  

District Commander EN3 Thomas Denton 301-845-0049 gcmfish@verizon.net 

    

National Office  360-337-2978 office@ussvi.org 
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Boats Lost 

Tolling of the Boats for February 
  

USS Scorpion (SS-278) 

Lost on Feb 1,1943 with the loss of 77 officers and men in the East China Sea, on her 4th war patrol. It is 
assumed she was sunk by a mine. 
  
USS Barbel (SS-316) 

Lost on Feb 4,1945 with the loss of 81 officers and men on her 4th war patrol. Based on Japanese rec-
ords, she was bombed near the southern entrance to the Palawan Passage. The day before, she reported 
she survived 3 depth charge attacks. 
  
USS Shark I (SS-174) 

Lost on Feb 11,1942 with the loss of 59 officers and men on her 1st war patrol. Shark was the 1st US sub-
marine sunk by enemy surface craft in the Pacific. She was most likely sunk by depth charges. 
  
USS Amberjack (SS-219) 

Lost on Feb 16,1943 with the loss of 72 officers and men on her 3rd war patrol. Off Rabaul, she was at-
tacked by a Japanese patrol plane, attacked by a torpedo boat and then depth charged by a subchaser. 
One additional man was killed earlier on the last patrol. 
  
USS Grayback (SS-208) 

Lost on Feb 26,1944 with the loss of 80 officers and men on her 10th war patrol. She appears to have 
been caught on the surface in the East China Sea by a Japanese carrier plane whose bombs made a di-
rect hit. During this patrol she sank 4 ships totaling 21,594 tons and was tied for 11th in the number of 
ships sunk. 
  
USS Trout (SS-202) 

Lost on Feb 29,1944 with the loss of 81 officers and men on her 11th war patrol. She was sunk by escorts 

in the middle of the Philippines Basin after sinking a passenger-cargoman and damaging another in a con-

voy. She carried out several notable special missions, including carrying over two tons of gold bullion out 

of Corregidor in February 1942. 

On Eternal Patrol 

http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-scorpion-278-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-barbel-316-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-shark-174-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-amberjack-219-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-grayback-208-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-trout-202-loss.html
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/
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Submarines commissioned during the month of February 

Boat Commissioned  Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol 

C-5 SS-16 2/2/1910 Wikipedia NavSource  

E-1 SS-24 2/14/1912 Wikipedia NavSource  

E-2 SS-25 2/14/1912 Wikipedia NavSource  

G-2 SS-27 2/6/1915 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol 

M-1 SS-47 2/16/1918 Wikipedia NavSource  

L-5 SS-44 2/17/1918 Wikipedia NavSource  

S-14 SS-119 2/11/1921 Wikipedia NavSource  

S-9 SS-114 2/21/1921 Wikipedia NavSource  

S-44 SS-155 2/16/1925 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol 

Sargo SS-188 2/7/1939 Wikipedia NavSource  

Grouper SS-214 2/12/1942 Wikipedia NavSource  

Balao SS-285 2/4/1943 Wikipedia NavSource  

Mingo SS-261 2/12/1943 Wikipedia NavSource  

Tullibee SS-284 2/15/1943 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol 

Piranha SS-389 2/5/1944 Wikipedia NavSource  

Plaice SS-390 2/12/1944 Wikipedia NavSource  

Shark SS-314 2/14/1944 Wikipedia NavSource Eternal Patrol 

Pomfret SS-391 2/19/1944 Wikipedia NavSource  

Cavalla SS-244 2/29/1944 Wikipedia NavSource  

Runner SS-476 2/6/1945 Wikipedia NavSource  

Carbonero SS-337 2/7/1945 Wikipedia NavSource  

Loggerhead SS-374 2/9/1945 Wikipedia NavSource  

Lancetfish SS-296 2/12/1945 Wikipedia NavSource  

Conger SS-477 2/14/1945 Wikipedia NavSource  

Carp SS-338 2/28/1945 Wikipedia NavSource  

Cusk SS-348 2/5/1946 Wikipedia NavSource  

Grenadier SS-525 2/10/1951 Wikipedia NavSource  

Shark SSN-591 2/9/1961 Wikipedia NavSource  

Theodore Roosevelt SSBN-600 2/13/1961 Wikipedia NavSource  

Henry Clay SSBN-625 2/20/1964 Wikipedia NavSource  

Aspro SSN-648 2/20/1969 Wikipedia NavSource  

Finback SSN-670 2/4/1970 Wikipedia NavSource  

Hawkbill SSN-666 2/4/1971 Wikipedia NavSource  

Cavalla SSN-684 2/9/1973 Wikipedia NavSource  

L. Mendel Rivers SSN-686 2/1/1975 Wikipedia NavSource  

Georgia SSGN-729 2/11/1984 Wikipedia NavSource  

Pasadena SSN-752 2/1/1989 Wikipedia NavSource  

Jefferson City SSN-759 2/29/1992 Wikipedia NavSource  

Toledo SSN-769 2/24/1995 Wikipedia NavSource  

Greeneville SSN-772 2/6/1996 Wikipedia NavSource  

Jimmy Carter SSN-23 2/19/2005 Wikipedia NavSource  

South Dakota SSN-790 2/2/2019 Wikipedia NavSource  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_C-5_(SS-16)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08016.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_E-1_(SS-24)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08024.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_E-2_(SS-25)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08025.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_G-2_(SS-27)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08027.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-g-2-27.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_M-1_(SS-47)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08047.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_L-5_(SS-44)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08044.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-14_(SS-119)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08119.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-9_(SS-114)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08114.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_S-44_(SS-155)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08155.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-s-44-155-loss.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sargo_(SS-188)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08188.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Grouper
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08214.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Balao
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08285.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Mingo_(SS-261)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08261.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Tullibee_(SS-284)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08284.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-tullibee-284-loss.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Piranha_(SS-389).
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08389.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Plaice_(SS-390)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08390.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Shark_(SS-314)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08314.htm
http://www.oneternalpatrol.com/uss-shark-314-loss.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pomfret_(SS-391)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08391.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Cavalla_(SS-244)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08244.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Runner_(SS-476)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08476.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Carbonero_(SS-337)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08337.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Loggerhead_(SS-374)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08374.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Lancetfish_(SS-296)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08296.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Conger_(SS-477)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08477.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Carp_(SS-338)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08338.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Cusk_(SS-348)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08348.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Grenadier_(SS-525)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08525.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Shark_(SSN-591)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08591.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Theodore_Roosevelt_(SSBN-600)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08600.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Henry_Clay_(SSBN-625)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08625.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Aspro_(SSN-648)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08648.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Finback_(SSN-670)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08670.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Hawkbill_(SSN-666)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08666.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Cavalla_(SSN-684)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08684.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_L._Mendel_Rivers_(SSN-686)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08686.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Georgia_(SSGN-729)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08729.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Pasadena_(SSN-752)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08752.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Jefferson_City
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08759.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Toledo_(SSN-769)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08769.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Greeneville
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08772.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Jimmy_Carter
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/080023.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_South_Dakota_(SSN-790)
http://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08790.htm
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Birthdays 

Member Anniversaries Spouse 

 

Rick Elster 

James Kontir 

Binnacle List 

 

Al Regrets 

Eternal Patrol In Remembrance 

Gregory  Poole 3/1 

James Kontir 3/2 

Edwin Derr 3/4 

Reno Farina 3/4 

Michael Pellegrino 3/4 

Richard Elster 3/5 

John Bistolas 3/6 

Thomas Clark Jr 3/8 

Mark Ralph Hoag 3/8 

Eric  Greenwald 3/10 

David Alters 3/11 

Mike  Allen 3/14 

Larry Huntsman 3/15 

Gregory Bushko 3/18 

Jeffrey Thompson 3/18 

Henry Franz 3/21 

James Johnston 3/22 

Thomas Calabrese 3/23 

Thomas Weible 3/24 

Michael Wyckoff 3/24 

Steve Burelson 3/26 

Robert Sampson 3/26 

Patricia Koppenhaver 3/1 

Cathy Clark 3/9 

Ashlee Amenti 3/10 

Christine Gaines 3/10 

Claudia Bistyga 3/12 

Mary Bayne 3/15 

Karen Lewis 3/17 

Dorothy Bonnett 3/19 

Diana Howton 3/19 

Vicky Smith 3/19 

Jacqueline Hall 3/20 

Carol Lyons 3/21 

Margaret Ashmore 3/27 

Laura Cherock 3/28 

Eloyse Dietrich 3/30 

Jordan Lawrence 3/31 

Sheila & Richard McCullough 3/1 

Noreen & Richard Beauregard 3/5 

Valerie & James Wendell 3/15 

Sherry & Charles Nixon 3/20 

John Donnelly EN3 (SS) 2/23/2021 

Hubert Brown TM3 (SS) 2/12/2019 

Robert Kaufman CAPT 2/10/2019 

James Ross QM3 (SS) 2/12/2018 

Devere Pyatte Jr LT 2/27/2015 

Robert Vaughn CAPT 2/25/2013 

John Mills QM2(SS) 2/7/2010 

Richard Claypoole FCS3(SS) 2/24/2009 

Chuck Dreer ETCM(SS) 2/10/2009 
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Commanders Corner 

 

Shipmates:  It continues to amaze me that this group of shipmates stand head and shoulders over other 

veterans’ groups! Once again, we had such a wonderful meeting. There were 54 shipmates and first ma-

tes. There were also two prospective members checking out our meeting and hopefully we will receive 

their applications soon. Speaking of new members – Commander of the Baden’s American Legion, Gerald 

States submitted his application for associate membership and we are awaiting approval from National.  

On a sad note, shipmate Al Regrets, sailed on Eternal Patrol a day before our meeting. Al was going to be 

honored for seventy-five years, qualified in the Holland Club – FAIR WINDS SHIPMATE. 

In attendance at the meeting were Lt Brian Peltier and Ensign Andrew Wolbrueck. This past month Brian 

retired and had his ceremony at Soldiers and Sailors and his reception at his farm. Andrew was promoted 

to Ensign and he had his ceremony at an establishment close to his home. Both of these gentlemen and 

shipmates extended invitations to the Base and those who attended enjoyed them both. LOTS OF LUCK 

TO BOTH OF YOU FINE GENTLEMEN! 

We are in the process of gathering patches for the vest that we are getting made for shipmate Tom Strang. 

If you remember, Tom is in a wheel chair and was rescued by his first mate, when she discovered that their 

home was on fire. We are planning to present the vest to Tom at our next meeting. 

Thanks to shipmate Ric Guntang, who lives in Va, for his wonderful donation that he sent to us, for our 

base fund. 

Remember to register for the National Submarine Convention which is being held in Buffalo, N.Y. from Au-

gust 24
th
 thru 27

th
.   

Below is our list of base activities for Memorial Day weekend 

1. Requin Base Memorial Service (on board Requin) May 29 

2. Carnegie, Pa Memorial Day Parade   May 29 

3. Sewickley, Pa Memorial Day Parade   May 30 

4. Coraopolis, Pa Memorial Day Parade  May 30 

MORE INFORMATION WILL BE PUBLISHED AS WE GET CLOSER TO MEMORIAL DAY 

Our traveling meeting in June is going to be held in Columbiana, Ohio. Members of the COD Base in 

Cleveland will be in attendance. 

Shipmate Mark Hoag was present with his first mate and daughter and they presented to the base an infor-

mational poster board of all the different classes of submarines. KUDOS Mark – it is now hanging in the 

meeting hall. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION: 

We stand at 188! The members that decided not to renew their members are: 

Crocker, Kieler, Corcorn, Mears, Stass and D. Johnson. 

Our base goal in 2022 is to recruit 20 new members – LETS GO! 

The next base meeting is our first traveling meeting of the year. It will be held in Canonsburg, Pa., at the 
VFW 191, on March 12

th
 – Please mark your calendar. 
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February 12, 2022 
Baden, PA 

 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich called the meeting to order. 
 
Attendees: Dave & wife & daughter Alters, Willard Ashmore, Jerome Angsuco, John & Liz Bistolas, Clair 
& Nancy Bouts, Eric Bookmiller, Lee Bookwalter, George Brown, Tom & Deneen Calabrese, Joe Campisi, 
Ken Crosby, Ed & Mary Jane Derr, Huey & Edie Dietrich, Sandy Ellis, Rick Elster, Lyle Farmer, John 
Fordyce, Gerry & Linda Gaylor, Dick & Beverly Geyer, Lou Hamill, John Held, Mary & Adriana & Nadia 
Hoag, Bill & Sandy Lindsey, Bat Masterson, Vince Metz, Frank Nicotra, Mike Pellegrino, Brian & Lola Pel-
tier, Chuck Schrump, Jim & Sondra Schwarz, Jeff & Eileen Simon, Jack & Karen Sutherin, Chad Under-
koffler, Chuck & Gail Warren, Andrew & Emma Wolbrueck 
 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich: Quote of the day: “Enlisted men are basically stupid. However they 
are sly and crafty and bear watching at all times.” 
 
Requin History: February 1, 1969, Requin was towed to Florida where she served as a Naval Reserve 
training ship.  February 21, 1990 Senator John Hines introduced Senate Bill S2151 which allowed Requin 
to be transferred as an exhibit at the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh PA. 
 
Base Commander Huey Dietrich:  Let us at this time, with a moment of silent prayer, remember our 
Shipmates who made the supreme sacrifice that we may gather here in Peace. We dedicate this meeting 
to our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol, to perpetuate their memories in our lives and to honor our Shipmates 
on active duty in the service of the first line of defense of our Nation. 
 
Boats Lost: 
USS BARBEL (SS 316)   February 4, 1945  
USS SHARK (SS 174)   February 11, 1942 
USS AMBERJACK (SS 219) February 16, 1943 
USS GRAYBACK (SS 208)  February 27, 1944 
USS TROUT (SS 202)   February 28, 1944 
We also honor our departed shipmate of the Requin Base lost in February, Herbert Brown, Richard Clay-
poole, John Donnelly, Chuck Dreer, Robert Kaufman, John Mills, Devere Pyatte, James Ross, and Robert 
Vaughn.  Finally let us remember all the brave submariners who died performing their duties aboard sub-
marines, some individually and some in groups, but where the submarine itself was not lost.   
 
Chaplain Ed Derr gave the Invocation 
 
COB Eric Bookmiller lead the base in the Pledge Of Allegiance 
Members introduced themselves and the boats they qualified on. 
 
Secretary Jeff Simon reported that Minutes of the previous base meeting were published in the SVD. 
With no objections, the minutes were approved as published. 
 
Treasurer Lee Bookwalter gave an accounting of base assets, expenditures, and deposits are available 
upon request. With no objections, the report was approved. 
 
Other Reports: 
Binnacle List: Rick Elster 
Eternal Patrol: Al Regrets 
Membership stands at 188 
 
Storekeeper Frank Nicotra reported on available items. 

Meeting Minutes 
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Shipmate Vince Metz reported on Eagle Scout court of honor presentations. New coordinator is needed. 
 
Memorial and Ceremonies 
Obituary for Chaplain Jack L. Romigh from Baden American Legion was presented 
Report on retirement of Lt. Brian Peltier was given  
Report on commissioning of Andrew Wolbrueck to Ensign was given 
 
Old Business:  
Report on Tom Strang’s status and recovery from house fire. 
USS Idaho received gift from the base for their holiday party. Thank-you letter was read. 
 
New Business: 
Ric Guntang made a donation to Requin Base. 
Cod Base members intend to attend the Requin Base meeting in June 
National Convention will be held in Buffalo NY, August 24 through 27. 
 
Good of The Order: 
Confirmed memorials and parades: 
Memorial service on USS Requin, May 29 
Carnegie – May 29, 1315 hours 
Sewickley – May 30, 0900 hours 
Coraopolis – May 30, 1230 hours 
Base will not attend St. Patrick’s Day on March 12

th 
due to conflict with scheduled base meeting. 

Base cannot attend parades in Brookline/Dormant and Aspinwall being held on Memorial Day. 
 
Chaplain Ed Derr gave the Benediction and blessing of today's meal. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Next meeting: VFW Post 191, 539 W. Pike St, Canonsburg PA at 1230 hours on March 12, 2022 
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Month in Review 

 

Congratulations Ensign Wolbrueck. 

You and Emma will be missed at our regular gatherings. 

Brian, congratulations on your retirement 

We look forward to seeing more of you 

and Lola at our regular gatherings. 
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PCU Idaho SSN - 799 

https://ussidahocommittee.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/SSN799 

Here is the link to the customer photos. 

https://requinbase.org/customer-photos/ 

If you would like to order a submarine beer tap handle [with or without the stand], a challenge coin holder 

or a newly added cribbage board.  

contact Huey Dietrich or 

Place your order for these and other USS Idaho items at 

 https://requinbase.org/product-category/uss-idaho/ 

https://www.sublant.usff.navy.mil/SSN799/ 

https://ussidahocommittee.org/
https://ussidahocommittee.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SSN799
https://www.facebook.com/SSN799
https://requinbase.org/customer-photos/
mailto:hueyfromglenshaw@aol.com
https://requinbase.org/product-category/uss-idaho/
https://www.sublant.usff.navy.mil/SSN799/
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Please visit our online store at 

 https://requinbase.org/shop/ 

 

You can have your items shipped to 

you at home via USPS [for a small 

fee], or pick them up at the next 

USSVI meeting. 

 

Chaplain’s Column 

Store Keepers Report 

https://requinbase.org/shop/
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Primary Members 162 Holland Club 94 USSVI Life Members  72 

Secondary Members 14 WWII 4 Base Life Members  55 

Associate Members 13 Eternal Patrol 68 Joined Last Year 7 

Total Members 189   Joined This Year 2 

Upcoming Events 

Meeting 

 

March 12, 2022 

1230 hours 
 

VFW Post 191 
539 W. Pike St 
Canonsburg PA 

Membership 

New Members 

Eagle Scouts 

 

Please direct all Eagle Court of Honor requests to https://requinbase.org/eagle-coh 

 

 

Base activities for Memorial Day weekend 

1. Requin Base Memorial Service (on board Requin)  May 29 

2. Carnegie, Pa Memorial Day Parade    May 29 

3. Sewickley, Pa Memorial Day Parade    May 30 

4. Coraopolis, Pa Memorial Day Parade   May 30 

https://requinbase.org/eagle-coh/
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Featured Boat - USS George C. Marshall SSBN-654 
NavSource Naval History  

History 

Namesake 

General of the Army George C. 
Marshall (1880-1959), U.S. Sec-
retary of State (1947-1949) 
and U.S. Secretary of De-
fense (1950-1951) 

Ordered 29 July 1963 

Builder 
Newport News Shipbuilding and 
Dry Dock Company, Newport 
News, Virginia 

Laid down 2 March 1964 

Launched 21 May 1965 

Sponsored by Mrs. George C. Marshall 

Commissioned 29 April 1966 

Decommis-
sioned 

24 September 1992 

Stricken 24 September 1992 

Motto 
• Patience, Not Weakness 

• Crew's unofficial motto: 
"Patience, My Ass" 

Fate 

Scrapping via Ship and Subma-
rine Recycling Pro-
gram completed 28 February 
1994 

General characteristics 

Class and type Benjamin Franklin-class fleet ballistic missile submarine 

Displacement 
7,300 long tons (7,417 t) surfaced 

• 8,250 long tons (8,382 t) submerged 

Length 425 ft (130 m) 

Beam 33 ft (10 m) 

Draft 31 ft (9.4 m) 

Installed power S5W pressurized-water nuclear reactor 

Propulsion 
2 × geared steam turbines 

• 1 × shaft 15,000 shp (11,185 kW) 

Speed Over 20 knots (37 km/h; 23 mph) 

Test depth 1,300 feet (400 m) 

Complement Two crews (Blue Crew and Gold Crew) of 120 men each 

Armament 

16 × ballistic missile tubes with one ballistic missile each 
4 × Mark 65 Mod 3 and Mark 65 Mod 421 in (533 mm) torpedo tubes (all forward) 
with up to 13 Mark 48 torpedoes 
SUBROC (removed 1981-1984) 
Mobile submarine simulator (MOSS) decoy capability 1981-1984 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_George_C._Marshall_(SSBN-654)
https://www.navsource.org/archives/08/08654.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_of_the_Army_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_C._Marshall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_C._Marshall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Secretary_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_Grumman_Newport_News
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_Grumman_Newport_News
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport_News,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport_News,_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_and_Submarine_Recycling_Program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_and_Submarine_Recycling_Program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_and_Submarine_Recycling_Program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin-class_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleet_ballistic_missile_submarine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_ton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S5W_reactor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_turbine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballistic_missile
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torpedo_tube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_48_torpedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UUM-44_SUBROC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_submarine_simulator
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02/01/1902 
USS Plunger (SS-2), the lead ship of the Plunger-class submarine, launches. She is commissioned Sept. 
19, 1903, at the Holland Company yard at New Suffolk, Long Island, N.Y. Ensign Chester W. Nimitz is the 
submarines final commander when Plunger is decommissioned Nov. 6, 1909 at the Charleston Navy Ship-
yard. 
  
02/01/1944 
Three US Navy submarines, Guardfish (SS 217), Hake (SS 256) and Seahorse (SS 304), attack Japanese 
convoys, sinking a destroyer, cargo ship and another vessel. 
  
02/02/1942 
USS Seadragon (SS 194) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Tamagawa Maru. 
  
02/03/1944 
USS Tambor (SS 198) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks Goyu Maru and merchant tanker Ariake Maru 
about 200 miles southeast of Shanghai. 
  
02/04/1942 
While the battle for Bataan rages throughout the night, USS Trout (SS-202) loads 20 tons of gold bars and 
18 tons of silver coins as ballast to replace the weight of ammunition they had just delivered to US and 
Philippine forces in Manila. 
  
02/05/1944 
USS Flasher (SS 249) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Taishin Maru off Mindoro. Also on this date, USS 
Narwhal (SS 167) lands 45 tons of ammunition and cargo to support Filipino guerrilla operations at Liber-
tad, Panay, Philippines. 
  
02/06/1945 
U.S. Navy submarine USS Pampanito (SS 383) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks merchant tanker 
Engen Maru about 200 miles northeast of Singapore.  Also on this date, USS Spadefish (SS 411) sinks 
Japanese merchant passenger-cargo ship Shohei Maru off Port Arthur, Korea. 
 
02/07/1943 
USS Growler (SS 215) fights a desperate night battle with the Japanese supply ship Hayasaki, during 
which the boat's commanding officer, Lt. Cmdr. Howard W. Gilmore, rams the enemy ship, badly bending 
Growler's bow. Wounded by machine gun fire and unable to go below, Gilmore gives the order "Take her 
down!" sacrificing himself so his submarine could dive to safety. For his "distinguished gallantry and valor" 
on this occasion and earlier in the patrol, he is posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor and promoted 
one rank. 
  
02/07/1945 
USS Bergall (SS 320) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks Coast Defense Vessel No. 53 off Cam Ranh 
Bay. USS Guavina (SS 362) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks merchant tanker Taigyo Maru, off Sai-
gon, French Indochina while USS Parche (SS 384) sinks Japanese army cargo ship Okinoyama Maru in 
Tokara Retto. 
  
02/08/1942 
A Japanese destroyer sinks after being torpedoed by Navy submarine S37 (SS 142) the day before off Ma-
kassar. 
  
02/08/1943 
USS Snook (SS 279) attacks a Japanese convoy off the west coast of Kyushu and sinks the transport Lima 
Maru and survives depth charges about 30 miles southeast of Goto Retto. 

This month in US submarine history 
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02/09/1960 
USS Sargo (SSN 583) becomes the third submarine to surface through the ice at the North Pole. 
  
02/10/1943 
USS Pickerel (SS 177) sinks Japanese freighter Amari Maru off Sanriku. 
  
02/10/1944 
USS Pogy (SS 266) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks destroyer Minekaze and freighter Malta Maru 85 
miles north-northeast of Formosa. 
  
02/10/1945 
U.S. Navy submarine USS Batfish (SS 310) sinks three enemy submarines from Feb. 10-13. 
  
02/11/1944 
USS Gudgeon (SS 211) sinks Japanese freighter Satsuma Maru that was previously damaged by Chinese 
B-25s off Wenchow, China. 
  
02/12/1945 
USS Hawkbill (SS 366) sinks the small Japanese cargo vessel Kisaragi Maru and the two large boats she 
is towing, at Lombok Strait, N.E.I. 
  
02/12/1947 
The first launch of a guided missile, the Loon, takes place on board USS Cusk (SS 348). 
  
02/13/1945 
USS Sennet (SS 408) is damaged by gunfire of Japanese gunboat (No.8 Kotoshiro Maru or No.3 Showa 
Maru), east of Tanega Shima, but then Sennett sinks No.8 Kotoshiro Maru after it had been shelled by USS 
Lagarto (SS 371) and USS Haddock (SS 231). Haddock then sinks No.3 Showa Maru, which had already 
been shelled by Lagarto and Sennett. 
  
02/14/1945 
USS Gato (SS 212) sinks Japanese Coast Defense Vessel No.9 in the Yellow Sea and USS Hawkbill (SS 
366) sinks Japanese auxiliary submarine chasers Cha 4 and Cha 114 in the Java Sea. 
  
02/15/1943 
USS Gato (SS 212) sinks Japanese stores ship Suruga Maru in Bougainville Strait and USS Pickerel (SS 
177) attacks a Japanese convoy and sinks cargo vessel Tateyama Maru off the east coast of Honshu. 
  
02/16/1944 
USS Skate (SS 305) sinks the Japanese light cruiser Agano as she deploys from Truk, Caroline Islands. 
  
02/20/1945 
USS Pargo (SS 264) sinks Japanese destroyer Kokaze off Cape Varella, French Indochina and survives 
counter-attack by destroyer Kamikaze, which had been steaming in company with Nokaze during the at-
tack. 
  
02/21/1942 
USS Triton (SS 201) sinks Japanese merchant cargo vessel Shokyu Maru in the East China Sea, 60 miles 
south of Quelpart Island. 
  
02/22/1945 
USS Becuna (SS 319) sinks Japanese merchant tanker Nichiyoku Maru off Cape Padaran Bay despite the 
presence of two escort vessels. 
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02/24/1945 
USS Lagarto (SS 371) sinks Japanese submarine I 371 and freighter Tatsumomo Maru off Bungo Strait, 
Kyushu. 
  
02/25/1944 
USS Hoe (SS 258) attacks a Japanese convoy at the mouth of Davao Gulf, sinking the fleet tanker Nissho 
Maru and damaging the fleet tanker Kyokuto Maru, while USS Rasher (SS 269) sinks Japanese army car-
go ship Ryusei Maru and freighter Tango Maru off the north coast of Bali. 
  
02/27/1944 
Three US Navy submarines sink three Japanese cargo ships: Grayback (SS 208) sinks Ceylon Maru in the 
East China Sea; Cod (SS 244) sinks Taisoku Maru west of Halmahera while Trout (SS 202) sinks Aki 
Maru. 
  
02/27/1945 
Submarine USS Scabbardfish (SS 397) sinks Japanese guardboat No. 6 Kikau Maru, 100 miles northeast 
of Keelung, Formosa, while USS Blenny (SS 324) attacks a Japanese convoy off French Indochina and 
sinks merchant tanker Amato Maru off Cape Padaran. 
  
02/27/2017 
The Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Albuquerque (SSN 706) is decommissioned after 33 
years of service during a ceremony held at Keyport Undersea Museum. 
  
02/28/1944 
USS Balao (SS 285) and USS Sand Lance (SS 381) sink Japanese army cargo ship Akiura Maru, 
transport Shoho Maru about 90 miles northwest of Manokawari, New Guinea and transport Kaiko Maru just 
east of Musashi Wan, off Paramushir, Kurils. 
  
02/29/1992 
Fast Attack Submarine USS Jefferson City (SSN 759) is commissioned. 
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Articles of Interest 

Navy submarines to be equipped with reflective belts to avoid future collisions 
This has to work. 

 
By Jordan Hemlock 

https://www.duffelblog.com/p/navy-submarines-to-be-equipped-with?fbclid=IwAR0bo_f-YS_y1hDsim757DF-
wipfhElJvTyHyKoMaxeBJTDPfCLbj-n9CSA 

 

 

NAVAL BASE KITSAP, Wash. – After a month-long investigation into the collision of the USS Connecti-

cut with an undersea mountain, an independent safety board has recommended that all Navy submarines 

be equipped with reflective belts.   

https://www.duffelblog.com/p/navy-submarines-to-be-equipped-with?fbclid=IwAR0bo_f-YS_y1hDsim757DF-wipfhElJvTyHyKoMaxeBJTDPfCLbj-n9CSA
https://www.duffelblog.com/p/navy-submarines-to-be-equipped-with?fbclid=IwAR0bo_f-YS_y1hDsim757DF-wipfhElJvTyHyKoMaxeBJTDPfCLbj-n9CSA
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/10/07/politics/us-submarine-collision-south-china-sea/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/10/07/politics/us-submarine-collision-south-china-sea/index.html
https://cdn.substack.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F94263e00-daf1-4bbc-a837-6d2d76c1bc0b_2100x1500.jpeg
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“Obviously the Navy’s safety protocols were falling short, so we had to put a little Army in it,” said Army Col. 

Tom Maynard, head of the safety board. Maynard was given the lead role in the naval investigation as part 

of a pilot program to increase force diversity and innovation through joint operations. 

The recommendation was met with immediate pushback from Navy personnel. 

“The USS Connecticut ran into a goddamn mountain. How is a reflective belt going to fix that?” asked Navy 

Seaman Martin May, who was aboard the submarine during the collision. “Now I’m dry docked while some 

air-breather fits my boat with a giant glowing cock ring.” 

Fifth-grader Theresa Johnson asked, “The Army knows that it’s like, dark down there, right?” Johnson is 

the daughter of a naval nuclear engineer and did her elementary school science fair project on what types 

of fish need sunlight. 

All concerns were dismissed as trivial following the Navy’s announcement of a 7-year, $221 million project 
to update the entire submarine fleet. The Navy contracted long-time reflective belt supplier Semitech Tech-
nology Limited to complete the project. Semitech has struggled to stay profitable since the Army deter-
mined that reflective belts were unnecessary during daytime in 2019, but this new contract is expected to 
prevent the company from declaring bankruptcy. 

“We are very thankful to the U.S. Navy for trusting us to complete this project and ensure the safety of their 

submarines during future trips into the South China Sea,” Semitech CEO Xu Ziyang told Duffel Blog from 

the company’s headquarters in Shenzhen, China. 

Having successfully demonstrated the usefulness of reflective belts during the war on terror, Maynard said 

he is hopeful that the newly equipped submarines will be ready before the war on China. 

“Reflective belts are a proven concept,” said Maynard. “If a car can see you, it won’t hit you. I don’t see why 

the same shouldn’t apply to an underwater mountain. Or China.” 

https://semitech.manufacturer.globalsources.com/si/6008834962683/Homepage.htm
https://semitech.manufacturer.globalsources.com/si/6008834962683/Homepage.htm
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/army-reflective-belt/
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The Center of the World 

by Mike Hemming 

 

Today, the center of my world is too large. At one time, it was 15 x 20 ft and in it we would pack almost 30 
men for a movie. Or 24 men sitting in contact with each other for a meal, 6 each at 4 tables. From the cof-
feepot to the airtight door leading to the AB berthing area, the mess hall was the center of our world. 

 

It was where an enlisted man went for everything; recreation, knowledge, food, entertainment and believe it 
not, solitude. Solitude in an area often filled with other men, but when a shipmate got a certain faraway 
look, he was usually left alone. Unless someone thought he needed some cheering up and then his 
"cheering up" was liable to be at his expense. Abuse about almost anything would be heaped upon the vic-
tim until he had to laugh along with the crowd knowing it was the only way out. A little cruel maybe, but no-
body ever cracked up in my times aboard either, so I guess our psychiatrist's couch was there too... Right 
along with 80 other crazed, self-appointed psychiatrists ready to harpoon your self-esteem in the butt until 
you were as happily loony as they were. 

 

Long discussions on all subjects would evolve through many men coming and going, the length was limited 
only by the need to set up for the next meal. Day and night, which is a useless measure of time aboard a 
submarine anyway. Men cycle through to go about their lives. On watch, off watch, eat, hit the rack and 
study quals, a constant churning of men. 

 

It was our doctor's office too. Doc Rohre would set up to do paper work in one corner with his pipe lit and 
you knew he had his shingle out. Not that you couldn't stop him or wake him anytime, if you had a serious 
concern. 

 

Once I was studying quals in the mess hall late one night at sea. Doc was in his corner when a sonarman, 
we called "Lover" came in and sat down. Lover waited a bit, I think now, hoping I would leave, and then 
started talking to Doc in a low voice. I paid no attention until I heard Doc say in his gravel-voiced not so low 
tones, "Well, when were you exx-posed?". It was then I realized that you never had any privacy on board. 
Lover mumbled an answer that I interpreted as 5 days ago, which sounded about right to me. After all, I 
had seen all those flicks warning us about trying to spread our pollen among the "bad" ladies. After 3-5 
days your willy goes AWOL and you die or something horrid like that. Well after some more consultation, 
off they go to give "Lover" his cure. 

 

His quiet questions became useless when an after battery rat awoke to see Lover's hairy butt being inject-
ed with the requisite amount of medication next to his head. That must have been a real eye popper. 

 

At the next meal the guy comes in and announces for all to hear, "Hey, Lover's got the clap!" Less than 3 
minutes later, the whole boat knew. For the rest of that cruise "Lover's" arrival in the mess hall would be 
announced by the sound of applause. 

 

Movies are best shown in the mess hall. I never liked watching a movie in the forward 
room... Too much room, I guess. Plus the fact at sea, the up and down motion on the sur-
face added an extra little something for those disposed to looking for 'Ralph'. The junior 
men got to hold down the projector and the screen. Sitting close enough to a movie 
screen to hold it down makes for crossed eyeballs trying to focus on the picture. 
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 Mess hall movies had their own extra added attractions and additions, like the hairy-backed EM1 that al-
ways got in the picture at the wrong time, while looking for a clean coffee cup. Even Ursula Andress's love-
ly breasts lose a lot when projected on a hairy, sweaty back. 

 

Then there was the duty foul butt that would ease out a silent but deadly stinker in the middle of a reel. The 
Carp had a guy that had apparently invented the stealth fart; it oozed to the far side of the compartment be-
fore it started exploding in everyone's nasal passages. Causing them to place the blame for it on everyone 
else in the mess hall. Added to the body odors of 20 other men far too long away from any sorts of hygiene 
other that brushing their teeth, it was amazing any of us survived. 

 

I remember once after a reel was over and the lights turned on, it was discovered that there was no film on 
the take up reel. 1200 feet of 16-mm film in the waterways in a tangled soggy, oily mess. It took some time 
to straighten that one out. 

 

Between reels, the coke machine was hit. Actually hit, for if it were done at the right time it would stick and 
dispense coke until hit again. The ship 's party fund never made much from the coke machine. Sometimes 
popcorn was made and ice cream dished out. If you wanted ice cream you always tried to not be the guy to 
drop down into the freeze box to get it. If you did, you missed half the next reel dishing out ice cream for 
the rest of the audience. 

 

The mess hall was our game room for acey duecy, bridge, canasta, cribbage and poker. 

 

Carp was a poker boat... At sea, the table behind the 'pass-through' was the poker table. The metal rim 
pulled up, a blanket put over the top and rim pushed back down and voila!! A poker table for 6. Seven, if 
the junior man wanted to stand at the end. 

 

Games ran from clean up from chow to set up for it. Rules were simple... Bring cash, no borrowing, fifty 
cent limit, no kiddy games that took any explanation, cards spoke for themselves. The COB who often 
played or just sat and watched, enforced the rules. I never saw anyone that went away from the table bust-
ed too bad, just a mite broke. But our main form of recreation was verbal; talking, joking, teasing, lying to or 
about someone was easy. It took no equipment except a brain and a mouth. Some however seemed to 
leave their brains in another compartment, even then. These verbal jousting tournaments were not for the 
faint-hearted or thin-skinned. If you couldn't take it, stay in your bunk and out of the 'arena of death'. 

 

You could always take heart in the fact that no one won these verbal "to the death" battles all the time. If it 
was decided it was your turn in the barrel, it was best to grin and bear it, and then leave for your next 
watch, bloody but unbowed. 

 

Every once in a while, I miss that tiny center of what was once my world. A 15x20 foot world almost always 
filled with men. Men that tried to hide the fact they cared with rough, crude language. A world now only re-
membered by some crusty old men, tied together by a silver emblem of their belonging, fading slowly 
away. One by one. 
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Requin Base Supporters 

 The task of perpetuating the memory of our lost shipmates is forever and cannot be done alone. 

This task takes time, money, dedication and patriotism from all walks of life both veteran and civilian. USS 

Requin Base would like to recognize all those that help us fulfill the task of remembering and honoring 

those we have lost to secure the freedoms we enjoy.  
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